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INTRODUCTION

This compilation is centred about the Waipoua Forest and Districts as these were the last
area’s to receive community infrastructure and the problems this presented.
These problems would have been typical for the whole area from South Hokianga to
Northern Wairoa as those individual Villages along the way were established and settled.
This would appear to have been a very frustrating time for our people of the Valleys as we
look through “THE WINDOW OF TIME”
1880: By this time Commerce was fairly well established on the shores of South Hokianga
Harbour and at the mouth of the Kaihu River.
The natural arterial routes of the Hokianga and Kaipara Harbours allowed shipping to come
within close proximity to those Sawyers, Flax and Kauri Gum trading stores who had
established themselves during the previous fifty years and now it was time to establish
more substantial inland routes which would give access to vast natural resources and mixed
quality farm land.
The Ripiro beach had been a natural pathway for countless years but access was always
difficult due to tidal changes and the moods of the seas, and so what was required now was
a permanent inland right of way between South Hokianga and the Northern Wairoa.
As you read on you will see what a battle this was for all concerned: but more so because
of this isolated area and Government both Local and Central prioritising their minimal
funding: Finance, a common factor in this country for all who try to lay down the
foundations for a growing society.
Note: The old Waipoua Maori Settlement/Pa is west of the State Highway where it runs
through the Waipoua Forest and is situated between the State Forest Headquarters and
the West Ripiro Coast.
This area of land on the Coast near the Waipoua River has been occupied by Maori for
Centuries: Probably the last settlement in New Zealand to be considered for a semi modern
infrastructure.
In recent times local Waipoua Maori have received a huge payout from a Waitangi
Treaty claim. If managed carefully this funding should help to improve all local
infrastructure and bring the Waipoua district forward into the Twenty First Century.
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Note: Please remember that Kaihu or Whapu is the name given to the area at the mouth
of the Kaihu River now known as Dargaville. Opanaki was the name of the area known as
Kaihu today. The change was made towards the end of the nineteenth century.
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GENERAL HISTORY
A GENERAL MAORI PERSPECTIVE
As three quarters of the Maori population lived in remote communities separate from
European towns and districts, until migration and urbanisation accelerated in the 1960s,
they benefitted least of all from public works and utilities.
Moreover, with only four seats in Parliament and few if any representatives on local
authorities, they could exert little influence on ‘roads and bridges’ politics. Rather they
depended on special services provided by the Department of Maori Affairs.
In the 1840s and 1850s, governors and officials encouraged Maori agriculture and
subsidised denominational boarding schools that provided education for Maori children in
English, and also subsidised European doctors who treated Maori patients.
Under the Native Schools Act 1867 and the Native Schools Act Amendment Act 1871, village
schools staffed by European teachers and Maori assistants were established in communities
willing to provide a site and contribute to the costs.
Resident magistrates responsible for law enforcement in Maori districts, also encouraged
agriculture and industry and assisted the aged and destitute. As long as McLean was Native
Minister special Maori needs and values were taken into account.
Maori leaders were employed as assessors in resident magistrates' courts and sat on school
committees.
During the long depression McLean’s system was retrenched and finally dismantled.
Although Maori paid rates and taxes Maori communities received very little in return,
except teachers’ salaries, until the turn of the century when Young Maori Party leaders
encouraged the economic and social amelioration of their people in association with Sir
James Carroll and the Liberal government.
A programme of health reform was initiated by Maori doctors, nurses and sanitary
inspectors through Maori councils under the Department of Health. State assistance was
belatedly provided for Maori land development after Sir Apirana Ngata became Native
Minister in 1928.
After 1935 Labour, in alliance with Ratana, expanded both general and special services for
Maori communities.
In the war years the Maori members of Parliament set up the Maori War Effort
Organisation, a model for the future kind of self-management Maori wanted to restore
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their mana. But the tribal and district committees and executives, established under the
Maori Social and Economic Advancement Act 1945, functioned more as a welfare
organisation under the Department of Maori Affairs.
The New Zealand Maori Council, superimposed on this organisation in 1962, was merely a
consultative body.
By the 1960s the main rationale for special institutional services for the Maori had shifted
from assimilation to the elimination of inequalities in living standards, health, education,
housing and employment.
In 1971 the Race Relations Act was passed to affirm and promote racial equality in New
Zealand and to implement the international convention on the elimination of all forms of
racial discrimination.
As Sir Kenneth Keith pointed out, special government institutions and services were
justified until such time as this objective was achieved:
Maoris, like other New Zealand residents, are entitled to benefit, without distinction, from
the general state welfare and social services.
“Extra provision is made in part in recognition of the need of the Maori, especially the
younger generation, to adapt to the new culture and to take advantage of opportunities
for better living conditions, educational advancement, and employment, and in part to
help develop in the Maori an appreciation of the content of his own culture”
From a Maori perspective the problem is that special institutions and services administered
and controlled by bureaucratic government agencies are essentially paternalistic and fail to
recognise their Rangatira tanga and mana under article 2 of the Treaty.
Management and control from above is not sufficiently responsive to local felt needs.
A GENERAL NEW ZEALAND EUROPEAN PERSPECTIVE
Although private enterprise and self-reliance have been largely responsible for making New
Zealand, New Zealanders have never hesitated to use the machinery of government for
economic purposes. Indeed they have had little alternative due to force of circumstances:
their smallness, limited resources and distance from Britain, which was traditionally their
main source of capital and labour and the main market for their exports.
During 1852-1876, provincial governments and superintendents assisted immigrants and
laid the foundations of national public works and services with revenue derived from the
disposal of Crown land to settlers and from public loans.
In 1870 Vogel adopted his bold policy of overseas borrowing for national development
which provided the country with the finance for a network of roads and railways and post
and telegraph services.
Encouraged by government subsidies, the local authorities which in 1877 replaced the
provincial governments struck rates and raised loans to form roads from farmers' gates to
the nearest railroad, town or port and to provide other local improvements.
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The foundations of a free secular system of primary education were laid in the Education
Act 1877.
A public health and welfare service was based on the Hospitals and Charitable Institutions
Act 1885.
Between 1890 and 1935 the government continued overseas borrowing to expand public
works and services and provide state advances to settlers, workers housing, old age
pensions, hydro-electricity and forestation.
Labour Government’s 1935-1949 established a welfare state financed mainly from internal
loans and taxes. National governments continued the welfare state in post war years.
Generally speaking the main beneficiaries of state assistance were those sections of the
community that exerted the strongest pressure on “roads and bridges” politics in
Parliament and local bodies. Nevertheless universal suffrage and the abolition of the
country quota encouraged “the politics of equality”. Inevitably, the more closely settled
parts of the country gained the lion’s share of state assistance while outlying rural districts
were neglected.

TIMELINE FOR ROADING FROM NEWS OF THE DAY
1880 about: At present there is a very rough track leading up the Kaihu Valley over and into
the Maunganui Valley and then up and over to Waikara beach on the north side of
Maunganui Bluff and along the beach and overland to Hokianga.
W. A. Tole, the commissioner of Crown lands, said he would consider to put forward "any
application deserving the strongest recommendation which can be made in its favour to the
General Government" for a road between Northern Wairoa and South Hokianga
Sir George Grey concurred and asked the Minister of Public Works favourably to consider it.
A good bridle or “cantering” road was constituted from the Wairoa River to Waikara beach,
around the inland side of the Bluff: From Waikara to just south of Kawerua, travellers would
continue to use the beach. From Kawerua travellers would use the beach and overland
trails to Omapere passing over the catchment rivers of Waimamaku and Waiotemarama
Valleys.
A 20 mile coastal strip south of Kawerua would remain un-alienated Crown land.
1880: A road has been surveyed and graded up through the Kaihu River Valley. Tenders
are invited for formation.
1881: Roading to be completed in Northland at a cost of about 260,000 pounds.
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1882: Kaihu Railway Incorporated.
1884: Funding has been found and the railway line up the Kaihu Valley gets under way
with works completed at the township of Kaihu modern day Dargaville.
1886: Auckland special settlers arrive at Waiotemarama.
1887: Canterbury Pioneers arrive to settle in the Waimamaku Valley.
1900: The Waoku Carriage way was being built.
1902: Northern Wairoa Dairy Factory is producing.
1903: Waimamaku Cheese factory is producing.
1928: Waipoua Inland Forest Road is opened.
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WRETCHED TRACK TO HOKIANGA
OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 1511, 30 OCTOBER 1880, PAGE 13
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HAWERA & NORMANBY STAR, VOLUME II, ISSUE 130, 13 JULY 1881, PAGE 1
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BAY OF PLENTY TIMES, VOLUME XI, ISSUE 1339, 4 AUGUST 1882, PAGE 2
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WANGANUI CHRONICLE, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 10624, 20 AUGUST 1884, PAGE 2

OUR RESOURCES
OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 1842, 11 MARCH 1887, PAGE 14
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PUBLIC WORKS STATEMENT
OHINEMURI GAZETTE, VOLUME VII, ISSUE 278, 7 OCTOBER 1896, PAGE 3
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SOUTH HOKIANGA INFRASTRUCTURE
WAIMAMAKU/ WAIOTEMARAMA MAORI VILLAGE SETTLEMENT
CANTERBURY SPECIAL SETTLEMENT WAIMAMAKU VALLEY
NAME CHANGE
Note: 1894 about: The Waimamaku Maori Village became known as Waiotemarama
about the same time as a new Village grew up around the Waimamaku Cheese Factory.
The name change was probably due to the fact that both Villages had Schools and Post
Offices. This new Village became known as Waimamaku.
A GLIMPSE OF OLD NEW ZEALAND
Presently you are in the valley of the Waimamaku (“River of Big Ferns”), once known near
and far as “The Canterbury Special Settlement”, which gives a clue to its origin.
Waiotemarama (“Water of the Moon”) is the poetical name of a tributary river flowing
through the “Waimamaku Maori Village Settlement” founded in times very similar, in one
respect, to our own—perhaps it gave the idea which has made the Small Farms Scheme of
to-day such a success in the Hokianga district.
Old settlers could tell you of the days when some of the Waiotemarama people were
grateful for old clothes, and you may hear of cups made from jam tins and of home-made
cheese. The knitting craze was at its zenith in the early days of Waiotemarama. The uses of
flour bags were numerous. 1

1

SOURCE: THE NEW ZEALAND RAILWAYS MAGAZINE: VOLUME 9, ISSUE 2 (MAY 1, 1934.)
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ABOVE: A SCENE ON THE WAIMAMAKU-OMAPERE MAIN ROAD 1906

THE NEGLECTED NORTH
LOCAL BODIES ADOPT AUTHORITY
It would seem that those first local authorities or members of had very limited funds and
were somewhat confused at times as to where to spend these funds which was the case of
the Auckland and Canterbury special settlements at Waiotemarama, and in the
Waimamaku Valley:
The settlers found it all so very frustrating: They were basically landlocked and although
these settlers were very self-reliant they found that their dream of producing products for
the Auckland market and export market was stymied by the Government change over to
local power and their lack of funding.
The unreliable port at Kawerua was a very limited option as this being an unsheltered port
was dictated by the ever changing moods of the West Coast.

2

SOURCE: AUCKLAND WEEKLY NEWS.
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The old pathway of the ‘old people’ from the Valley over the hills to Omapere on the
Hokianga Harbour in winter was almost impassable as heavy traffic was introduced, and
once arriving there, there was no wharf to load and unload produce and so everything had
to be loaded or unloaded onto the beach and then into small craft from the larger sailing
ships anchored off shore.
Even if Omapere was a good port of shipment, which it was not, it would be many years
before there was a half decent road from the Valley for transporting and a wharf for offloading.
Mr John Webster who lived at Omapere described the road as “Villainous, uphill, down, up
and down again”.
For many years the settlers of the Waimamaku Valley trudged to and fro from Omapere
over those rough tracks in all weathers. Goods had to be packed, sometimes on the settler’s
backs, but mainly on horseback.
There was no metal on the track and in winter the horses often had to plough through with
soft mud half way up their legs.
Fortunately for those earlier settlers though there was a local bullock train which was very
handy for moving those large items, such as household, building materials etc. But as usual
there was a cost involved and these settlers were quite often cash strapped.
George Hoani the bullock train driver would take a load over to the Valley from Hokianga
Harbour with his ten bullocks and sled for about 30 shillings the maximum load being about
30 hundred weight.
George was bright and intelligent and although his English was limited he made the most of
these emerging ‘SECOND NATION PEOPLE’ who were not used to hardship and although they
called themselves pioneers they would have accepted British-like modern conveniences
with open arms.
As time went by the settlers arranged a contra deal with the government where they would
establish local roads in exchange for grass seed. This proved to be one sided as the seed
was of poor quality and did not help the settler’s needs to produce a high quality pasture
for their livestock.
Still they persevered and eventually would have their local roads adequate with a wire
suspension footbridge over the Waimamaku River. The road to the Port was still largely an
unformed track over which wheeled traffic was impossible, though some work was being
done on the harbour side.
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For many years the local politics of Waiotemarama and Waimamaku centred on the
question of the road to Omapere. A good road to the Port was the first article in every
settler’s political creed. By that governments were judged, supported or opposed.
When the Hokianga County Council embarked on a comprehensive roading scheme and the
Omapere riding led the way by raising a 20,000 pound roading loan, the Waimamaku Valley
settlers voted for it on the understanding that the Omapere road would be put in good
order at last.
Can you imagine the indignation and disappointment to the settlers when Omapere was cut
out of this roading scheme?

THE ROAD HOME
Mr George White one of the earlier settlers gives an amusing account of a week end trip
home while working on a contract at Rawene.
He got a passage on a launch to Pakanae and walking from there he found the streams
running high from recent rains.
Just over the bridge at Waiotemarama he found the track closed by a large slip, which
offered an impassable barrier of mud and sludge. He had to make a long detour to get
through and as darkness was coming on he had great difficulty negotiating the rough track
falling before he had reached the Valley floor.
Here had the choice of a vile road deep in mud, or to grope his way through the shrub lands
in dense darkness. The road seemed the lessor evil, but twice he found himself flat on his
back side in the deep slush.
When he arrived home at about 9pm, the sight of him plastered with mud from head to tail
afforded much amusement to his family more than it did to him.
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ABOVE: 1905: CARTING TIMBER FROM THE MILL TO PORT ON THE WAIMAMAKU ROAD TO OMAPERE.

3 SOURCE: AUCKLAND WEEKLY NEWS
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1892 LANDS AND SURVEY REPORT…
PRODUCE FROM THE SETTLERS
The Waimamaku Valley and adjoining land was initially opened up by the Crown as a
tropical fruit growing area with citrus being the main fruit and time would prove that they
and other fruit would flourish. But transporting the fruit over rough terrain was not
successful as the fruit were quite bruised by the time they reached those far off markets.
Transported over that rough road often on the back of a horse and then manhandled and
dumped into the many trading ships who at that time frequently sailed into Omapere and
then to passage through those rough seas of the West Coast would ultimately be too much.
1900: CONFIDENCE GROWS
However, the settlers were a very enterprising lot and the prospects of the establishment
of a saw mill in the area and the successful exportation of natural resources from the area
being flax, timber including Kauri gum was enough to give them confidence in commerce.
There was one export trade that was growing steadily nationally and offered the
possibilities of a permanent and profitable income and that was the produce from dairy
cows.
And so the settlers after much head scratching generally decided that they would try their
hand at making and marketing cheese.
Many of the land owners by this stage had several acres in grass and had a few inferior
dairy cows running around and so a committee was formed with the first meeting being
held in the Waimamaku School on March 15th 1900.
A hand’s up of promised suppliers would seem to show that there were about twenty
farmers with 171 cows split amongst them.
A resolution was unanimously voted for and the building of a Co-Operative Dairy Factory for
making cheese was born.
Suppliers were to take up a share per cow but so good was the idea that some nonsuppliers took up shares as well.
A capital of 1,000 pounds was agreed to as this was thought to be sufficient to do the job,
but as little real capital was in sight a representative was voted for and in the future he
would go off cap in hand to the banks for some funding.
It was “safety” first with some of the banks but eventually the Bank of New South Wales of
Auckland agreed to advance up to 800 pounds on a joint and several bond signed by all
shareholders on a security of uncalled capital and all assets of the Company.
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Finally after much more head scratching the shareholders met on the 4th of April 1903 and
it was announced that a contract to build the factory had been let to Mr J L Bourke and
Sons.
One question often asked at that time was the state of the roads and could milk be packed
out on horseback from places where even a sledge could not be used.
“Faith” the settlers had plenty, but not much cash, and such was the determination of
these people that milk was packed out by this fashion for years.
Records show the expansion of dairying in this area to be of some success up until the 1934
season when a larger dairy factory which would cater for the larger area as a whole was
established and up until this day dairying is still the back bone of the Valley.

Following table gives a list of those first suppliers their statistics with their individual
years showing production in pounds of butterfat supplied…
No of Cows
9
10
20
12
24
4
5
12
12
2
5
14
15
5
10

Name
L Morrell
R Parlane
R Page
G Hedger
J L Bourke
C Freeze
G White
E C Hall
F J Hall
G Froggatt
J Corfield
W Bracey
A Corfield
F Bracey
J Hook

1904
933
602
2024
588
1446
511
692
846
990
178
260
1332
1151
864
1107

1905
744
786
1764
651
902
328
574
895
1558
-208
--721
1098

1906
1209
1035
1842
1216
941
401
892
1008
1830
207
782
1236
1451
534
1002

1906: paid out from the factory was six and a half pence per pound of butterfat which gave
the farmers an average of 11369.80 pence or 47 pound for the year.
During the life time of the factory the highest price per pound of butterfat paid out by the
Company was the 1921/1922 season when the farmers received an average of two shillings
and four pence per pound of butterfat with a total of 51,112 pounds in weight delivered at
a total of 5,963 pounds of money.
The Co-operative store that year had a turnover of 4,163 pounds with a profit of 323
pounds indicating that the shareholders were getting their produce at very good rates.
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The highest year of production was the final year 1933-34 for the factory with a total of
135,388 pounds of butterfat delivered and paid out eleven and a quarter pence: A total of
6,346 pounds in money.
That same year 342,565 pounds of cheese was made for a return of five and a half pence
per pound: A total of 7,850 pounds in money.
This shows the cost of running the factory to be about 1,500 pounds per year in money.4

TIMBER SAVES THE DAY
“Surely “they” will have to have some means of getting their produce to the market”
It was not until the year 1904 that the settlers at last had some real hope for their roading
issues. Outside Commerce was finally coming to the Valley in the form of a timber mill
which was to be established by the Kauri Timber Company.
The saw mill turned out to be very positive for the settlers employing over sixty hands.
Not only did it give the menfolk of the district work while they developed their farms,
“they” the mill owners also established a new wharf at Omapere and through continual
pressure to Local Government from the locals the road was slowly but surely improved.
There was a steam haulier in the bush and a steam tramway to the mill.
In the summer timber was taken by bullock and horse teams to Dunn’s where an iron
tramway, operated by a stationary engine, took it to the top of the hill, from whence it was
sent downhill to the Omapere wharf for shipment.
Very soon, quite a nice little Village grew up near the mill. Mr R Letts built a store with a
billiard room attached. Messrs’ A S Andrews and Son, the big Hokianga firm built a store on
skids for future transporting predicting a short boom in the Timber Industry and Mr F S Fell
also opened a store. Mr E Fell started as a Blacksmith and Mr W S Fell as a saddler.
After about 8 years the bush was worked out and the closing of the mill created a slump in
business, however the financial position of the settlers was now much stronger and it was
determined to realise one of the ideals of the pioneers and extend the principle of cooperation.
Now that the Dairy Company was well on its feet the suggestion of a Co-operative store was
floated in the Valley.

4 SOURCE: STATISTICS WERE SOURCED FROM GEORGE WHITES BOOK “HISTORY OF WAIMAMAKU” 1941
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Quietly, but surely, Mr R Letts was brought out and his building was shifted closer to the
cheese factory: A wider range of goods was brought in by the Co-operative and through
prudent and efficient management it secured a practical monopoly of trade.
Co-operative stores in connection with dairy factories were as a rule not that successful but
Waimamaku was a good exception.
The cheese factory continued to expand, the local road was improving and things looked
very rosy for those exceptional Pioneers of “The Valley”

MAJOR PUBLIC WORKS
The growth in the dairy farming industry and the opening of the Northern Wairoa Dairy
Company in 1902 and the Waimamaku Co-operative Cheese factory in 1903 made better
roads essential but it would still be another twenty five years before a half decent metalled
road was completed.
With the coming of Motor Vehicles the Hokianga County Council launched a bold roading
policy and the Kaikohe railway having been opened in 1914, Waimamaku had a fair if
somewhat long and roundabout connection to the railhead.
At one time it was hoped that the Dargaville railway system would be extended as far as
Waimamaku and it is said that a flying survey was actually made to see if it was practicable
over the range saddle but this was discounted with the rail stopping at Donnelly’s Crossing.
The agitation for a main southern road was long and warm: it was strongly advocated at
both ends of the Waipoua Forest and just as strongly opposed. The objectors urged that the
cost of forming the road would be out of proportion to its usefulness. But the
Objection that carried most weight was that the proposed road would endanger the safety
of the Waipoua State Forest which had been set aside as a Kauri Reserve for all time.
1928: came with a major breakthrough for the settlers of the Valley a road was opened up
south through the Waipoua Native Forest to the rail head at Donnelly’s Crossing and
further south to the main road from Dargaville to Auckland.
This story unfolds next…
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WAIPOUA FOREST ROAD
COASTAL ROUTE
For hundreds of years access to the Waipoua Forest and Waimamaku valleys was along the
Ripiro coast and up the rivers, which were traditional Maori tracks and waterways.
These age old tracks bypassed the very hilly inland terrain and dense forest areas of
Waipoua and the Waoku terrace country.
During 1881-1884 the section up through the Kaihu River Valley, through the dense forest
behind the Maunganui Bluff and down to the beach at Waikara was formed including some
side tracks to the various Villages.
WAOKU COACH ROAD
About 1900, including the coastal route which had been there forever, an alternative,
weather restricting, inland route was surveyed by Gerhard Mueller and then constructed
from the Kaihu road via the Mangatu-Tutamoe tracks thus connecting the Hokianga and
Kaipara Harbours. This was later known as the Waoku Coach Road.
The easy grades made for the six horse Cleveland Bay horse teams, pulling coaches of
people and supplies for the early settlers was made easy.
Along the way there are interesting handmade culverts and stone flushes, made by Mr
Archibald a master stonemason, brought to New Zealand from Scotland.
Because of the high rainfall, the road was only open during the summer months.
THE FOLLOWING MAP SHOWS THE WAOKU COACH ROAD AS BEING THE DOTTED BLACK LINES.
ALSO KNOWN AS…KAIHU-PUNAKITERE ROAD OR OPANAKE-HOKIANGA ROAD
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GERHARD MUELLER
Left: Gerhard Mueller was born in 1834 or 1835, in the
German town of Darmstadt, Hesse. After travelling in
England, America and Australia, he arrived in New Zealand
in 1859. Mueller studied to become a civil engineer and
surveyor while living in Invercargill, and in 1865 he
became the first surveyor to be engaged on contract by
the Canterbury Survey Department.
He was employed to define the boundaries of native
reserves in South Westland, and laid out the town of
Okarito in the same year.
Mueller was appointed chief surveyor of Westland in
1871 and was involved in establishing road lines, such as
those from Jackson Bay to Martins Bay and the Hollyford
Valley.
Further responsibilities were added when he became
commissioner for Crown Lands in Westland in 1885.
He was transferred to Auckland six years later, where he was chief surveyor and
commissioner of Crown Lands until 1902. Work in the region included construction of the
Opanake-Hokianga road (later known as the Waoku Coach Road), connecting the Hokianga
and Kaipara harbours.
Appointed assistant surveyor-general for his final two years of government employment,
Mueller retired in 1904.
He was a founder member of the New Zealand Institute of Surveyors, the first Pakeha to
record the existence of the kotuku (white heron) at Okarito, and an active member of the
Masonic Lodge St Andrew in Auckland. He died in 1918. 5

THE ROAD BUILDERS
To help with their meagre returns from their farms the settlers were actively involved in
gum digging to trade for stores and they were also employed as road workers in their
respective districts when the time came. They became competitors as it was with the
unemployed in the cities and the gum diggers out in the field: A time of hardship for all with
Public Works funded by the Government and Local Bodies giving some hope. Mostly all off
shore borrowed money.
5 SOURCE: RONA ADSHEAD: “GERHARD MUELLER”, IN W. H. OLIVER (ED.) DICTIONARY OF NEW ZEALAND BIOGRAPHY VOL. 1 1769-1869,
WELLINGTON, 1990.
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NEWS OF THE DAY GIVES US AN ON THE SPOT VIEWPOINT…
AUCKLAND STAR, RŌRAHI XXV, PUTANGA 103, 1 HARATUA 1894, PAGE 5
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AN IMPORTANT PUBLIC WORK
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXV, ISSUE 80, 4 APRIL 1894, PAGE 2
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXV, ISSUE 117, 17 MAY 1894, PAGE 5
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXX, ISSUE 77, 3 APRIL 1899, PAGE 8
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EVENING POST, VOLUME CVII, ISSUE 12, 15 JANUARY 1924, PAGE 6
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EVENING POST, VOLUME CXII, ISSUE 60, 8 SEPTEMBER 1926, PAGE 9
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WAIPOUA FOREST ROUTE

LEFT: THE INSTIGATOR
JOSEPH GORDON COATES
PRIME MINISTER OF NEW ZEALAND

Born on the Hukatere Peninsula in Kaipara Harbour where
his family ran a farm, Coates took on significant
responsibility at a relatively early age because his father
suffered from bipolar disorder. He received a basic
education at a local school, and his well-educated mother
also tutored him. He became an accomplished horseman,
although an accident left him with a bad leg for the rest of
his life. The large Maori population of the area meant that
Coates grew up proficient in the Maori language. Gossip
suggests that before his marriage, Coates had two children
by a Maori woman. He allegedly became engaged to Eva
Ingall, a teacher, but her father forbade marriage on the grounds that the illness of Coates’
father might prove hereditary. Eventually, in 1914, he married Marjorie Grace Coles, by
whom he had five daughters.
It was he who instigated the building of the main road through the Waipoua Forest.
History references show he went on to have a very successful political career and at the
time of his opening of the Waipoua Forest State Road he was Prime Minister of our very
fine land.
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ABOVE: ROAD CONSTRUCTION WAIPOUA KAURI FOREST. WHEELBARROWS AND PICKS.

BELOW: ROAD MAKER'S TENT IN THE HEART OF THE WAIPOUA FOREST
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“The Place is all a wave with trees” E. B. Browning.6
Leading up to and including 1928 one of the Government's “most ambitious
undertakings” would be to build a road through the Waipoua Forest from Kaihu linking up
with the road in the Waimamaku Valley and then on to the Hokianga Harbour.
This in turn would eventually make the old track from Kaihu to the north of Maunganui
Bluff at Waikara, then along the beach to Hokianga, and as well as the Waoku Coach Road
redundant.
Waimamaku settlers preferred a more direct inland route to the old coastal and Waoku
Coach Road route because it would provide them with a direct link with the railhead at
Donnelly's Crossing.
Katui settlers, at the southern end of the Waipoua forest, were eager to open up the forest
for logging. The Hobson County Council also supported an inland route.
A number of representations from settlers to ministers for a Department of Public Works
study of the various route options were made between the years 1923-1926.
The forest service was opposed to the inland route largely because it was feared the
opening of the forest would lead to unlawful trespass, gum digging and exposure to fire.
The coastal route, on the other hand, would provide access to Waipoua and other
settlements and be beneficial to themselves in years to come.
In August 1923, 43 Maori residents of the Waimamaku and Waipoua valleys sent a petition
supporting the Hokianga County Council's choice of the coastal route because they felt that
it would serve them better than the forest route.
In October 1923, the Minister of Public Works, Gordon Coates, directed his department to
conduct a survey of the central route to determine its feasibility.
The district engineer in the Dargaville office who had surveyed the route options favoured
the coastal route which would be more speedily constructed and would cost less in
maintenance.
The district engineer in the Whangarei office favoured the forest route which would better
serve the timber trade and railway. The coastal route, he reported, was “unoccupied except
for a few Natives” and the remainder of the land was not likely to be farmed to any extent.
Joseph Coates, like his fellow dairy farmers, favoured the forest route, as did the
Department of Public Works who operated the railhead and a saw mill at Donnelly's
Crossing.
In June 1926, he finally sought and received the agreement of the commissioner of State
Forests to the inland route.

6 SOURCE: THE NEW ZEALAND RAILWAYS MAGAZINE, VOLUME 3, ISSUE 4 (AUGUST 1, 1928)
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On the 13th of January 1928 at a cost of 40,000 pounds the road through to the
Waimamaku Valley was officially opened and everybody who was anybody attended to
open the road fitting in with the fashion of those times.
The Prime minister was there and Mrs Coates would cut the ribbon.
Along with many other members of Parliament everyone who could be there from the
Valley was there on the spot, enthusiastic and happy.
It was a beautiful summer’s day, but delightful in the summer shades, and the dresses of
the woman folk made a pretty picture.
In declaring the road open Mr Coates touched on the opposition made for its formation,
saying there were powerful arguments in its favour, as well as the fact it would remove the
isolation of the Waimamaku settlers.
He paid tribute to the Forest Department who had facilitated the work, and to Mr J A Kerr
who had supervised its construction, and his men who had toiled through winter, often
under severe weather conditions to complete. “A job well done”
EVENING POST, VOLUME 105, ISSUE 4, 6 JANUARY 1928, PAGE 8
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"A PRICELESS HERITAGE"
WILL HUNTING AND GATHERING EVER BE THE SAME?
EVENING POST, VOLUME CV, ISSUE 29, 4 FEBRUARY 1928, PAGE 11
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NOT ALL WERE HAPPY WITH THE ROAD…
PLIGHT OF THE DALMATIAN’S
EVENING POST, VOLUME CV, ISSUE 144, 20 JUNE 1928, PAGE 14

THE MINISTRY REPLIES
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CAR GOES OVER BANK
EVENING POST, VOLUME CVII, ISSUE 9, 11 JANUARY 1929, PAGE 12
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1930: GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND MEMBERS OF COMMERCE TOUR
THROUGH WAIPOUA AND THE NORTH
“HERE THE DAIRYING COUNTRY IS A RICHER DENMARK.”
PHOTO BELOW: TOP: A NORTHERN CLEARING. CENTRE: EMERGING FROM THE MARVELLOUS MANGAMUKA VALLEY. BELOW: COLONEL ALLEN BELL
(RIGHT) WELCOMES THE GENERAL MANAGER OF RAILWAYS (MR. H. H. STERLING).

~ 51 ~

After a day and an evening of the most generous hospitality and most pleasant of speeches,
the men of commerce had a day in the wilds, motoring through the grand and ancient
forests of the Northland.
The first part of the journey was by train from Dargaville up the Kaihu Valley—once a great
kauri - timber working district — to the railhead at Donnelly's Crossing, thence there was a
motor car procession through the Waipoua State Forest to the western parts of the
Hokianga County.
For mile after mile the way was among the trees, greatest of all was the kauri. It was
explained that no exploitation has been carried out in the forest proper (24,000 acres), and
none is contemplated until it is found possible and practicable to regenerate the present
stands of Kauri. For this purpose Waipoua has been created a forest experiment station,
and will be used for the purpose of testing the possibility and practicability of extending the
range of the kauri over areas where it is not at present growing—namely, on the barren
gum-lands surrounding the forest.
When the kauri pine first caught the eye of the visitor, it was seen that the forest contained
all of the native pines, such as Rimu, Miro, Kahikatea,(white-pine,) Totara, (cedar)
Tanekaha, (silver-pine) and Matai. Most of these species are very numerous in their
seedling stages in the portion of the forest lying to the east of the main road.
The largest Kauri in the forest was seen near the main road in the northern part of the
reserve. It measures 49ft. in girth at the middle of the trunk, which is 30ft. high to where
the crown commences to branch out. The tree trunk, therefore, is actually greater in girth
than in height.
Here the party gathered round the big tree, and there were cheers given for Messrs.
Campbell and Grant, of the State Forest Service, and their staff. A nimble Maori named J.
Boyce gave a demonstration of tree-climbing, after the manner of the Maori and Pakeha
fossickers who used to scale many a Kauri for the sake of obtaining the kauri gum in the
branch forks.
At Waimamaku, South Hokianga Harbour, there was a halt for the settler’s welcome, and a
hearty greeting it was, led by the Hokianga County Chairman, Mr. A. C. Yarborough.
There were speeches bright and candid, and town and country had many a good-natured
tilt at each other, and parted the warmest of friends. 7

7 SOURCE: THE NEW ZEALAND RAILWAYS MAGAZINE, VOLUME 4, ISSUE 9 (JANUARY 1, 1930)
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4

WAIPOUA STATE FOREST AND SETTLEMENT
Note: One of New Zealand’s first high-profile conservation controversies was the battle
to save Waipoua Kauri Forest from logging.
The Waipoua Forest and district was bought from Maori in 1876 for a little over 2
thousand pounds. At the time the forest covered approximately 80 square kilometers (31
square miles).

BELOW: WAIPOUA FOREST CAMP 1960

In 1885 the Waipoua Forest came under the provision of the State Forests Act, and an area
of 90 km² was constituted a State Forest Reserve.
One of the reasons for its escape from destruction in earlier days was its remoteness
combined with the difficulty of extracting its timber. Another was, that like the Warawara
to the North, rainfall was more consistent and abundant so that Maori and European fires
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had not engulfed it (as happened to the Kaihu, Puhipuhi and large parts of the Coromandel
forest in the 1870s and 1880s).
In the 1940s it became known that the State Forest Service was cutting kauri at Waipoua
and trucking it out to the Mill at Donnelly’s Crossing.
In 1947 the Whangarei Progressive Society, in association with the Royal Forest and Bird
Protection Society, the Waipoua Preservation Society, and other organizations secured
50,000 signatures which they took to Parliament in a wheelbarrow. Its hope was that 160
square kilometers (62 square miles) at Waipoua should be set aside for all time, inviolate
from interference by man. Other petitions followed, and on
2 July 1952 an area of over 80 square kilometers (31 square miles) was proclaimed a forest
sanctuary.
The zoologist William Roy McGregor was one of the driving forces in this movement,
writing an 80-page illustrated pamphlet on the subject, which proved an effective
manifesto for conservation.
He will be always remembered by the naming of Reserves just south of the Waipoua Forest
after himself and his wife.
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1912: In the following letter to the Forestry Commission, Mr Jarvie of Kawerua,
storekeeper, hotel and stables owner gives his view as to the sensitivity of the Waipoua
Forest…
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1907: DR. COCHAYNE: BOTANIST
THE FLORA OF NEW ZEALAND
PRESS, VOLUME LXIII, ISSUE 12889, 22 AUGUST 1907, PAGE 7
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IN A KAURI FOREST
ASHBURTON GUARDIAN, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 7314, 22 OCTOBER 1907, PAGE 1
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1912 CONTROVERSY
A UNIQUE POSSESSION
PRESS, VOLUME LXVIII, ISSUE 14418, 27 JULY 1912, PAGE 13
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1924: ONE HUNDRED MILLION FEET OF TIMBER IN WAIPOUA
KAURI FORESTS
EVENING POST, VOLUME CVII, ISSUE 12, 15 JANUARY 1924, PAGE 6
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1930: THERE IS HOPE
RESTORING THE KAURI
EVENING POST, VOLUME CIX, ISSUE 18, 22 JANUARY 1930, PAGE 15
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SOME ASSURANCE
EVENING POST, VOLUME CXV, ISSUE 15, 19 JANUARY 1933, PAGE 17
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5
WAIPOUA MAORI SETTLEMENT
TELEPHONE, MAIL DELIVERY, ELECTRIC POWER, WATER AND SEWAGE
Note: The old Waipoua Maori Settlement/Pa is situated west of the new State Highway
between the West Ripiro Coast and the State Forest Headquarters.
This area of land on the Coast near the Waipoua River has been occupied by Maori for
Centuries:
This was probably, the last settlement in New Zealand to be considered by Government
for semi modern infrastructure, or not as the case would prove.
MODERN CONVENIENCES OR LACK OF
A LOCAL VIEWPOINT
1920: Up until 1931, the Waipoua Settlement road as far as the eastern boundary of
Waipoua No 2 was then a clay road, maintained by Hobson County Council.
The land between the eastern boundary and the settlement was purchased by the Crown
and planted in pine. Tracks to service these operations were then constructed. Access to
and from the settlement became subject to a ruling for all State Forests in July 1931:
Note: Roads through state forest plantations, unless public roads were not to be used by
the public without permission in writing by a forest officer.
After the opening of the State Highway through the Waipoua Forest in 1928, new access
routes to the Forest Headquarters were constructed to replace the old route from the end
of the Waipoua Settlement road.
From the Forest Headquarters, existing forestry tracks provided access to the Settlement.
Residents of the Settlement formed the Waipoua Settlement road on Forest Service land
with a horse drawn grader and several horse scoops borrowed from the Hobson County
Council. The officer in charge at Forest Headquarters suggested surveying and legalising
the road but nothing was done.
The whole of the Waipoua community was based around being self-sufficient. Farming was
a major industry at this time and a big part of my life was tending to animals of all
descriptions. Waipoua was renowned for the fact that cattle grazed all over the settlement:
this was the way of life that the whole community shared and knew well.
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1930: From the mid-1930s, Waipoua families expanded their ‘house cow’ dairy herds to
provide themselves with a regular cash income with four to five families hand milking cows
twice daily, and so the development of commercial dairy farming in the Waipoua Valley,
under the Kaipara Development Scheme, necessitated regular access to enable cream to be
transported to Katui to meet the cream lorry.
Cream was separated and carried out by horse to the cream stand on the main road at
Katui for collection. Milking and delivering cream were jobs that the children did.
Experiences of Waipoua Settlement residents were matched by those living at neighbouring
Waikara. Harding Leaf remembered accompanying his brother on horseback from Waikara
up to the main road. The two boys would balance a can of cream on the horse’s shoulders
in front of them…
“I'd hold the can... and he'd dip my bread in and eat it. All the way up.... By the time we got
there I suppose there was more bread in the cream than... breadcrumbs and all sorts, bread
crusts. But the cream never... came back.
That reminds me of a story, I heard about ... a lady there... who was sending cream to the
factory, old Peka Barnes. She sent her cream in and she didn't know there was a rat in it.
Got to the factory at Kohukohu and Yeah they opened it up and there was a rat in it, so they
put the lid back on and put a note on the can which said -rat in. They sent it back to her, she
got it back, saw the note and read it ... she reckons, so she... took the rat out and with a new
note on the can which said “rat out!” sent it back the next day”.
1946: When construction of the Waipoua Native School commenced in 1946, neither the
Tiopira road nor the right of way from it to the school site had been formed and metalled.
Permission was sought from the Forest Service for the building contractor to use forest
service roads and given, on condition that any damage to roads would be repaired. Access
was also allowed by a more straightforward route across what is known as ‘the horse
paddock’ along the riverbank through Forest Service land.
Following one delivery, settlement residents and the contractor were denied use of the
State Forest Road by being refused a permit and a locked gate barred access to the school
site until the road was sufficiently dry to prevent ‘cutting up’.
This caused considerable concern to residents about what could be done in case of
sickness.
Katui storekeepers Mills and Schroeder, competing with the Donnelly’s Crossing store
which paid Mick Milich to take supplies to families at the settlement, also had difficulties
obtaining a permit.
That year residents made further approaches to the council and the school teacher, Mr
Stevens, wrote on their behalf;

~ 74 ~

“The only access we have to the main road, a distance of six miles, is by private road
maintained and controlled by the State Forestry Dept. This we may use only at their
discretion. Whereas, there is formed another road to Katui from here which only requires
grading and metal ling to make a very useful road.
This settlement I might stress is a very fertile valley and in the past a large number of cows
have been milked, but as the cream had to [be] packed out by horse a distance of seven
miles to the main road before the delivery of the cream, the resultant grade of cream was so
poor and rejections so frequent that it became unprofitable. Thus herds have now been
turned out and practically nothing comes out this valley. The settlers assure me that with an
access road they are willing and desire to start production again. One settler still has his
milking machine plant.
The completion of the road for use would also enable us to have a much needed regular
grocery delivery, without the grocer having to depend on the State Forestry road, entrance
through which is sometimes refused”.
The registrar of the Native Department at Auckland said that the Forest Service might
cooperate in forming and metalling an access route. He agreed with recommendations
made by the resident engineer of the Department of Public Works, that with the cost and
the desirability of Forest Service having some control over traffic throughout the plantation
areas, access via the road past Forest Headquarters should be maintained.
The registrar also suggested that a more formal arrangement be made with the Forest
Service but no further action was taken. As a result, when the Forest Service officials did
see the resident engineer's report, they were influenced by his remarks and did not take
any steps to legalise the road.
1950: Throughout the 1950s a number of meetings were held between forest service
officials and settlement residents at which it was ultimately decided to seek the legalisation
of the road via the headquarters in place of the Waipoua Settlement road which was in a
poor state of repair and impassable during wet periods. The route past forest headquarters
was then being realigned, widened and metalled.
At last between Forest Headquarters and the Settlement, roads were being upgraded to
service work in the exotic plantation

TELEPHONE
The Waipoua Settlement has always suffered from all the disadvantages of being rural,
geographically isolated, and sparsely populated when it comes to getting public utilities and
social services which most New Zealanders take for granted. Moreover, poverty and
unemployment has ruled out the possibility of residents themselves contributing to the
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costs of extending the utilities and services available at Forest Headquarters to the
settlement. Thus they have had to depend on Forest Headquarters as the “all provider”.
The Crown policy has been that the subsidised supply of telephone services was not a
Crown responsibility.
“Policy on whether to assist isolated Maori communities acquire a telephone was
determined by the late 1930s when it was decided that it was not the role of Government
Departments such as Health, Native or Education, to subsidise the work of the Post and
Telegraph Department which considered the supplying of telephones solely on an economic
basis....”
1946: The need to provide telephone services to the valley was emphasised when the first
sole teacher of the Waipoua Native School took up residence in 1946. In asking the Director
of Education for permission to place a telephone in the school house he said:
“The settlers have agreed upon the necessity for one for the community and that it should
be centrally located here. They have also agreed to do the work of erecting poles and wire a
distance of approximately seven miles. Would the department consider making a
contribution towards the cost of material?”
Although the department agreed to the installation of a telephone in the school, it was not
its policy to contribute towards the cost of the materials required for its installation.
In 1948 Dawson Birch, the chairman of the Waipoua Forest Maori School Committee wrote
to the Minister of Education explaining;
“A telephone is a commodity required very much in this district. In emergency cases and
accidents we find it very hard to contact nurses and doctors. The previous Headmaster
made some inquiries about having a telephone put in with the reply that telephones were
unprocurable”.
Note: The minister was pleased to support an application by the school committee to the
Post and Telegraph Department, but failed to offer any financial assistance.
1953: In April 1953, the Department of Education introduced a policy whereby it was
prepared to pay half the cost of rentals for telephones installed in Maori schools or head
teachers' residences, but re-affirmed its policy that no assistance is provided for installation
costs.
One of the locals recalled that one house in the Waipoua Settlement was connected to the
private line running from Forest Service Headquarters to Kawerua. Although it did not
provide a line ‘to the outside world’ messages could be relayed through headquarters staff.
The line and equipment were removed in the 1960s.
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“Telecommunications are clearly needed in the valley. The Waipoua residents do not have
the money to install the service themselves. The Crown has gone to the expense of providing
a telephone at the Forest Service Headquarters but seemingly could not justify extending
that service to the settlement. The telephone at the headquarters (now the DOC
Headquarters) is still the only instant connection residents have with emergency services”

1955: ELECTRIC POWER
Note: There was a Gas Works in Dargaville supplying for local use: Electricity came in
1937.
In 1955 power was supplied to the forest headquarters but not to the Maori Settlement.
According to the Crown “policy was developed towards the problem of supplying isolated
Maori and European communities with electrical power similar to that of supplying
telephone services”:
The supply authorities looked at the matter solely on an economic basis - the cost of setting
up reticulation and the return which could be expected. Although in the case of Maori
development schemes, the Crown would assist, subsidise and even pay for the installation
of power, for private individuals it saw its role merely as an intermediary whereby requests
would be investigated but intervention was not recommended.
However from 1945 the Crown endeavoured to ensure that the rural back blocks did
receive electricity. The Rural Reticulation Council existed for this purpose. The responsibility
of bringing forth cases which needed subsidising belonged to the local Power Board. It
seems likely that Departments such as Maori Affairs felt the Council and the Power Boards
between them were the authorities to achieve reticulation for Maori areas.
1980: In the early 1980s, locals inquired into the possibility of bringing a reticulated power
supply to Waipoua Settlement.
Two alternatives were considered…
First, the continuation of a line overhead from Forest Headquarters, and secondly, an
extension along the coast from Waikara Farm Development blocks.
These were rejected on the grounds that they would create a fire hazard and would be a
nuisance in logging operations.
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ELECTRIC POWER
RODNEY AND OTAMATEA TIMES, WAITEMATA AND KAIPARA GAZETTE, 15 AUGUST 1934, PAGE 7
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RODNEY AND OTAMATEA TIMES, WAITEMATA AND KAIPARA GAZETTE, 9 DECEMBER 1936, PAGE 8
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EVENING POST, VOLUME CXXIII, ISSUE 59, 11 MARCH 1937, PAGE 4
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HEAVY STORM
EVENING POST, VOLUME CXXVI, ISSUE 69, 19 SEPTEMBER 1938, PAGE 10
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FRESH WATER SUPPLY AND SEWAGE RETICULATION
Until large scale gravel extraction from the Waipoua River occurred, the Waipoua
Settlement enjoyed a plentiful supply of fresh water.
The stagnation of river water through gravel extraction forced the people to become totally
dependent upon rain water.
The installation of a water reticulation system and sewage treatment plant in such a
relatively dispersed rural community would cost each household much more than an
individual septic tank and separate water supply system.
This scheme was not considered.

FIRE CONTROL
Fire control has been a source of contention in Waipoua ever since the decision was taken
to establish a State Forest in 1906. It was the kauri forest not the exotic plantation, which
was the original focus of Forest Service operations at Waipoua.
In 1923 the forest and surrounding sections were proclaimed a fire district and two guards,
provided with houses linked by telephone, were employed continuously patrolling and
safeguarding the area. Pine planting began in 1924.
Fire was a very real concern to Forest managers, especially in dry summer conditions. Prior
to the advent of fire fighting with helicopters and monsoon buckets exotic forest fires had
proved to be uncontrollable. Fire risk was used to justify a policy of total exclusion of
people.
The 1965 amendment to the Forests Act allowing for recreation areas to be established in
State Forests together with the advent of new fire fighting techniques led to a significant
move away from this exclusion policy.
The National Forest Service recreation policy, established in 1983, of allowing open access
to all State Forests except during periods of severe fire risk in mid-summer, prompted the
unlocking of the gate to Kawerua until 1987. The effects of unrestricted access on the
stocks of kai moana and the potential of a wild fire on the coast enhanced by the presence
of open fires lit by recreational users led to the relocking of the gate at the end of 1987.
The risk of fire was the main reason stated for controlling access through the forest to the
Waipoua Settlement.
Today the major risk to the Kauri forest is from the pine forest and particularly from those
areas that have been thinned, pruned or logged. As there is usually dense indigenous
undergrowth and only sawlogs are removed, Waipoua logging operations leave large
quantities of highly flammable material on the ground. This danger is heightened near the
coast where it is windy and generally much drier.
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In 1987, the Department of Conservation and Timberlands took control of the indigenous
and exotic forests respectively. Since then much of the fire fighting equipment, including
the fire engine, has been removed from the forest, along with the personnel. The Crown's
ability quickly and effectively to deal with an emergency has been seriously compromised.
By 1989 only two forest managers remained in residence and they were dependent on
tangata whenua and help from outside for fire control.
The concern deepened in 1989 when Timberlands erected signs at both entrances to the
exotic plantations advising that the roads were now open for public use.
The Forest and Rural Fires Act 1977 and previous Acts enabled fire authorities to preserve
fire safety margins and conditions in forest areas which, at times, could be particularly
irksome and frustrating.
The Forest owner’s principal concern is the protection of the kauri forest. Neighbours, who
have been put at additional risk by the forest establishment, have little option but to live
with the ever present hazard.
Limited fire fighting equipment is available at forest headquarters some 15-20 minutes
away from the Waipoua Maori Settlement by motor transport, with no telephone, that
time must be more than doubled to allow the messenger to raise the alarm, assemble
helpers and return. In the event of a serious domestic fire, households in the Waipoua
Settlement would be totally destroyed.
What has been and still is unacceptable in the settlement is the total absence of any effort
by forest managers to provide and maintain fire breaks, contribute to a communications
system and have any evacuation plan in place and explained, or show any tangible evidence
of any measures taken to protect or compensate immediate neighbours for greatly
increasing the fire risk by exotic forest plantings.
Source: Waitangi Tribunal, Department of Justice, Wellington.

HEALTH AND DENTAL SERVICES
MEDICAL
There is little evidence found for health and dental services available to the people of
Waipoua, but there has been enough to tell us that during the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries they lived beyond the reach of government doctors, that rudimentary
medical services were provided by native school teachers, that sickness was prevalent and
that many died from measles and, in 1918, influenza.
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The Waimamaku Native School records indicate successive teachers administered to Maori
children attending the school. One of these teachers, Charles Winkelmann, who developed
a considerable reputation as a dispenser of medical services, often ran short of medical
supplies provided by the Native Department. In 1890 he informed the department that…
“THERE IS NO MEDICAL MAN RESIDING IN THE HOKIANGA DISTRICT and now that I have
become known, the Natives all around this settlement come to me for assistance and
medicines. I gladly do all I can, and have been able to give great relief to large numbers;during the 'La Grippe' Epidemic many natives would without doubt have died had it not
been for the timely aid which I gave them, sacrificing the whole of my spare time to visiting
and dispensing medicines.
The number of sick children and adults is considerable and hardly a day passes without my
being called out. The Natives quite look upon this work of dispensing as part of my work
amongst them...”
While the department recognised that Winkelmann undoubtedly rendered a “useful
service” it was concerned that this would lead to similar applications from other teachers.
He was told to use medicine for pupils only and more sparingly.
A meeting was held by the local people who asked the government to increase the quantity
of medicine sent for general use. They further requested that the school master be
appointed as dispenser of medicines for people living at Waipoua, Waimamaku,
Waiwhatawhata, Roharoha, Pakanae and Motutoa.
In conveying these requests to the Native Minister, a local spokesperson pointed out that
300 or more people lived in these places but for years they had had no medical practitioner.
Probably this was why they went to the tohunga. In past years a large number of persons
had been ill and died through want of medical aid.
Nothing came of these requests. The Native Department continued to supply medicines to
Winkelmann and his successors, but at times the supply was less than that requested.
Notwithstanding the department's instructions, the use of schools as dispensaries for the
whole community was the only practical way of providing medical assistance in areas
without government doctors or nurses.
In the late 1920s, the district nurse regularly visited Waipoua on horseback. After she was
provided with a Department of Health Car in1929, her visits became more spasmodic. One
of the locals recalls:
“To give you an idea of what the road is like, we have not had the District Nurse in the
settlement for four months, because she could not get down in a small car. Last week a
nurse from Whangarei came to inspect the road and she told me that she did more damage
to her car that day than she has done for the last twelve months' travelling”
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According to the Waipoua Native School records, between two and six visits were made per
year until 1956. Regular medical care ceased after the closure of the school.
Regular nursing services were available to the children attending Aranga School.
In recent times, the northern part of Waipoua has been part of the Special Hokianga Health
District providing free medical services and access to the hospital at Rawene. The southern
part has had access to medical services in Dargaville and the former hospital at Te Kopuru.
A doctor has regular consultations at Kaihu. A district nurse from Dargaville has visited
Waipoua Settlement fortnightly. Today there are four to six weekly visits by a general
practitioner and nurse, but facilities are still poor.

DENTAL
The advent of the school dental service again saw Waipoua Settlement left out. In 1948, the
chairman of the local school committee, wrote to the Education Board requesting dental
service visits, the nearest dentist being 30 miles away
The mobile dental clinic eventually began visits in 1949, a tractor being required to tow the
caravan clinic in and out. The following year the children were transported to Katui by
forestry trucks for treatment.
The mobile dentist again visited the school in 1951, and from 1954. The closing of the
school in 1958 brought an end to those visits. Dental care for Aranga School children was
provided by the mobile clinic once a year at Maropiu School. Free dental services for
Correspondence School children at six monthly intervals are provided by a dental clinic in
Dargaville.
The lack of health and dental services at Waipoua today is related directly to distance from
major population centres, poor access and lack of telephone and radio communication, as
well as to the high incidence of unemployment and dependence on benefits.
Note: In recent times local Waipoua Maori have received a huge payout from a Waitangi
Treaty claim. If managed carefully this funding should help to improve all local
infrastructure and bring the Waipoua district forward into the Twenty First Century.
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WITH THE MAORI HEALTH NURSES IN THE NORTH AUCKLAND DISTRICT
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8

8 SOURCE: KAI TIAKI: THE JOURNAL OF THE NURSES OF NEW ZEALAND, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 3, JULY 1929, PAGE 130
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ROADING CONTRACTS
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6
WAHI TAPU-CEMETERIES

Wahi tapu provide the spiritual and cultural base of the Maori people. Wahi tapu may be
urupa (burial grounds), special places associated with birth or death or chiefly persons, or
traditional canoe building and landing places. Temporary tapu may be placed on hunting or
fishing grounds or cultivations to conserve and protect their resources. Wahi Tapu may also
include places associated with particular tupuna and events connected with them. Wahi
tapu provide “cultural and tribal markers”.
There were many Wahi Tapu on this land between South Hokianga and Northern Wairoa,
places of deep spiritual, cultural, and historical significance. Some of the most important
Wahi Tapu for local Maori was Pakanae, Manuwhetai , Whangaiariki, Maunganui Bluff,
Kawerua, Waipoua, Te Taraire, Te Taita, Maitahi and Lakes Taharoa-Kai Iwi.

DISTRICT CEMETERIES
Arapohue
Avoca (was Onetea)
Awakino Valley
Awatuna
Batley
Batley
Holy Trinity
Hukatere
Kaihu
Kaiwaka - Mangawhai
Kapehu
Katui
Maitahi
Mamaranui Churchyard
Mangatu
Mareretu
Matakohe (Coates Memorial
Churchyard)
Maungaturoto
Maungaturoto RSA
Mt Wesley (New and RSA)
Mt Wesley (Old)
Opouteke - Whatoro
Otamatea Co-op
Oturei
Ounuwhao - Waahi
Pahi
Pahinui Marae

Arapohue
Avoca
Waihue
Awatuna
Batley
Batley
Maungaturoto
Hukatere
Kaihu
Kaiwaka
Mititai
Kaihu
Maitahi
Mamaranui
Mangatu
Mareretu
Matakohe

Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara

Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland

New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand

Maungaturoto
Maungaturoto
Dargaville
Dargaville
Opouteke
Paparoa
Aratapu
Ounuwhao
Pahi
Waipoua

Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara

Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland

New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
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Paparoa
Pouto
Pouto (old), Tauhara
Pouto - Ripiro Marae
Redhill
Repia (Ripia)
Repia (Ripia)
St Alban
St Mark
St Mary
St Michael
Tangiteroria (Pite Taha)
Tangiteroria Churchyard
Tangiteroria Mission (Watson
family)
Tara
Te Houhanga
Tokatoka
Tutamoe
Waikara
Waikaraka
Waimatenui
Waipoua Village
Raoul Island
Christ Church

Paparoa
Pouto
Pouto
Pouto
Te Kopuru
Repia
Repia
Whakapirau
Paparoa
Kaiwaka
Hakaru
Tangiteroria
Tangiteroria
Tangiteroria

Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara

Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland

New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand

Tara
Dargaville
Tokatoka
Tutamoe
Waikara
Kaihu
Waimatenui
Waipoua Forest
Kermadec
Islands
Whangarei

Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Kaipara
Offshore Island

Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland
Northland

New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand

Whangarei

Northland
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7

MIXED ARTICLES FROM NEWS OF THE DAY…
EVENING POST, VOLUME CIX, ISSUE 91, 17 APRIL 1930, PAGE 10
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXV, ISSUE 237, 4 OCTOBER 1894, PAGE 12
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~ 118 ~

~ 119 ~

~ 120 ~
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PAGE 9 ADVERTISEMENTS COLUMN 2
OBSERVER, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 1109, 31 MARCH 1900, PAGE 9

NEWS IN BRIEF
EVENING POST, VOLUME LV, ISSUE 130, 3 JUNE 1898, PAGE 2

~ 122 ~

MET R. THOMPSON AT ALBERT LAND NORTH
NORTHERN ADVOCATE 1 NOVEMBER 1890, PAGE 3

~ 123 ~

MINING NEWS
THAMES STAR, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 8612, 17 MARCH 1897, PAGE 4

~ 124 ~

COLONIST, VOLUME XXXVII, ISSUE 7937, 12 MAY 1894, PAGE 3

~ 125 ~

~ 126 ~

KAURI GUM OIL
GREY RIVER ARGUS 29 AUGUST 1916, PAGE 3
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~ 128 ~

KAIIWI STORE KEEPER AND KAURI GUM DEALERKAIIWI LAKES E.J.C. GUERIN

THE WAIROA BELL APRIL-DEC 8 1892
DARGAVILLE MUSEUM
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WAIMAMAKU
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MANGAWHARE

WAIKARA
THE WAIROA BELL JUNE 3 1892
IT IS MUCH REGRETTED THAT THE HOKIANGA COUNCIL DO NOT DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE ROAD.
FOR THERE IS NOW A GREAT AMOUNT OF TRAFFIC OVER THIS ROAD FROM THE WAIROA TO HOKIANGA
THE LOCAL STOREKEEPER HAS ON MORE THAN ONE OCCASION EXPENDED MONEY OUT OF HIS OWN POCKET ON THIS ROAD
PATCHING HOLES AND CLEARING FALLEN TREE TRUNKS. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES I THINK THE COUNCIL SHOULD VOTE A
SMALL SOME OF MONEY TO MAKING IT SOMETHING LIKE PASSABLE DURING THE WET WEATHER.
THE GUM DIGGERS UP THIS WAY ARE JUBILANT OVER THE LATE RAIN WHAT RAIN WE HAD WAS JUST SUFFICIENT TO STOP TO
STOP ALL SWAMP DIGGING BUT NOT ENOUGH TO SOFTEN THE RANGES NOW THE LATTER WILL BE FIT FOR DIGGERS WHO
EXPECT TO GET MORE GUM AND OF SUPERIOR QUALITY.
SOME OF THE MAORI HAVE HAD EXCEEDINGLY GOOD CROPS OF KUMARA, POTATOES PUMPKINS ETC.
OFF THEIR PLANTATIONS THIS YEAR INDICATING THAT SOME OF THE LAND IN THIS AREA IS WELL SUITED FOR RAISING THESE
SORTS OF PRODUCTS.
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WE HAVE HAD SOME RATHER HIGH WINDS UP THIS WAY RECENTLY WHICH HAS SOMEWHAT DAMAGED SOME OF THE GUM
DIGGERS VILLA’S NECESSITATING SEVERAL REPAIRS THANK GOODNESS THE COST OF LABOUR IS NOT VERY GREAT WHILE THE
MATERIAL IS BOTH PLENTIFUL AND CHEAP
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OCTOBER 7 1892
OPANAKI NEWS MAUNGANUI BLUFF HOTEL TO OPEN
OCTOBER 14 1892
OPANAKI
FORTNIGHTLY DANCE
MAROPIU
PASSENGER ACCOMMODATION
OCTOBER 21 1892
NOV 18 1892
TAITA NEWS
DEC 16 1892
LICENSED HOTEL AT KAIIWI
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JAN 20 1893
OPANAKI ROAD
AOROA GUMFIELDS OPEN
JAMES TROUNSON SELLS EWES
NOTIC TO GUMDIGGERS
MARCH 3 1893
WEBB BROS BUTCHERY
MARCH 10
WAIKARA
FLOODING
MARCH 30 1893
KAIHU RAIL TIMETABLE
APRIL 1
MAROPIU SPORTS DAY
.
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8
RUGBY/FOOTBALL HISTORY

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXIII, ISSUE 118, 19 MAY 1892, PAGE 4

~ 139 ~
PAST NEWS CLIPPINGS

1888
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXV, ISSUE 9051, 11 MAY 1888, PAGE 6

~ 140 ~
1888
MATCH AT ARATAPU.
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XIX, ISSUE 116, 17 MAY 1888, PAGE 3

~ 141 ~

~ 142 ~
1888
ARATAPU FOOTBALL SPORTS
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXV, ISSUE 9195, 26 OCTOBER 1888, PAGE 6

~ 143 ~

1891
THE FORMING OF THE NEW WAIROA UNION
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 131, 4 JUNE 1891, PAGE 4

~ 144 ~

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 8611, 6 JULY 1891, PAGE 6

~ 145 ~

~ 146 ~
NORTHERN WAIROA FOOTBALL
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 216, 11 SEPTEMBER 1891, PAGE 4

~ 147 ~

1892
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 8887, 25 MAY 1892, PAGE 6

~ 148 ~

COUNTRY NEWS
NETANA PATUAWA IS INVOLVED WITH RUGBY
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 8869, 4 MAY 1892, PAGE 6

~ 149 ~

~ 150 ~

~ 151 ~

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXIII, ISSUE 144, 18 JUNE 1892, PAGE 2

~ 152 ~

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 8961, 19 AUGUST 1892, PAGE 6

~ 153 ~

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 8977, 7 SEPTEMBER 1892, PAGE 4

~ 154 ~

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 9000, 4 OCTOBER 1892, PAGE 3

~ 155 ~
New Zealand Herald, Volume XXIX, Issue 9000, 4 October 1892, Page 3

~ 156 ~

1893
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXX, ISSUE 9207, 23 MAY 1893, PAGE 6

~ 157 ~

~ 158 ~

~ 159 ~
1893: NORTHERN WAIROA RUGBY UNION
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXX, ISSUE 9207, 23 MAY 1893, PAGE 6

~ 160 ~

1895
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 9924, 13 SEPTEMBER 1895, PAGE 6

~ 161 ~

1897
OBSERVER, VOLUME XVI, ISSUE 975, 4 SEPTEMBER 1897, PAGE 26

~ 162 ~
1898
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXV, ISSUE 10785, 21 JUNE 1898, PAGE 5

~ 163 ~

1912
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XLIX, ISSUE 14988, 9 MAY 1912, PAGE 9

~ 164 ~

1925
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME LVI, ISSUE 127, 1 JUNE 1925, PAGE 9

1933
RUGBY HONOURS.
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME LXIV, ISSUE 112, 15 MAY 1933, PAGE 12

~ 165 ~
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MAROPIU
OUR MAROPIU CORRESPONDENT WRITES;
A MEETING FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN FOOTBALL WAS HELD AT OPANAKI ON SATURDAY LAST. APRIL SECOND
COULD THE DISTRICT FIELD TWO TEAMS ONE FROM MAROPIU AND ANOTHER FROM OPANAKI
IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED TO AMALGAMATE THE TWO TEAMS.
IT WAS DECIDED TO KEEP THE NAME AS MAROPIU WITH MEMBERSHIP AT 2S 6D AND A SMALL LEVY PER MONTH FROM
PLAYERS TO KEEP THE CLUB SOLVENT
REFERENCE WAS MADE TO THE ROWDINESS OF THE MAROPIU SUPPORTERS FROM LAST YEAR AND IT WAS HOPED THAT THIS
WOULD NOT MAR THE MATCHES THIS YEAR.
OFFICERS VOTED WERE
CAPTAIN TAIA NETANA
VICE CAPTAIN NGAKARAU
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SECRETARY NETANA PANAPA
TREASURER MIKA
COMMITTEE THE ABOVE AND WI NATHAN HITA AND WA MATEARA
PLAYERS WERE URGED TO PRACTICE REGULARLY.
APRIL 21 1892
NORTHERN WAIROA RUGBY UNION
MR CH MATHEWS WAS VOTED SECRETARY TO THE UNION
PATRON MR T WEB
PRESIDENT MR M O, CONNOR
VICE PRESIDENT MR G MEREDITH T DAY FW MATHEWS JNR
N MOROS AND NETANA PATUAWA
IT WAS AGREED THE SENIOR FIXTURES SHOULD TAKE PLACE EVRY ALTERNATIVE SATURDAY BEIGINNING 14 MAY TO SUIT THE
TIDES.
MAY 14 ARATAPU V DARGAVILLE
KOPURU V MAROPIU
MAY 28 KOPURU V DARGAVILLE
ARATAPU V MAROPIU
JUNE 11 ARATAPU V KOPURU
DARGAVILLE V MAROPIU
JUNE 25 ARATAPU V DARGAVILLE
KOPURU V MAROPIU
TH
JULY 8 KOPURU V DARGAVILLE
ARATAPU V MAROPIU
ND
JULY 22 ARATAPU V KOPURU
DARGAVILLE V MAROPIU
THE MEETING WHICH WAS A LIVELY ONE CLOSED ABOUT MIDNIGHT.
IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE FIELDS WERE AT ARATAPU DARGAVILLE AND MANGAWHARE
IT WAS DECIDED THAT TWENTY SILVER MEDALS TO COST 7S AND 6D EACH BE PRESENTED TO THE CUP WINNERS.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL
THIS MATCH WAS PLAYED ON THE FIELD AT MANGAWHARE GROUND WHICH WAS IN SPLENDID ORDER. THE GAME WAS A
GOOD ONE BUT A LITTLE TO FAST FOR THE MAROPIU HEAVY WEIGHTS WITH ARATAPU COMING OUT THE WINNERS 14-0
MR W TAYLOR ACTED AS REFEREE AND MESSRS PARORE AND STALLWORTHY AS UMPIRES
THE NATIVES PLAYED A HARD GAME INDIVIDUALLY BUT IT WAS EVERY MAN FOR HIM SELF. STEHR WITH ONE EXCEPTION
PLAYED A USEFUL GAME AND POHI’S KICKING WAS WELL DIRECTED.
OTHERS SHOWED UP REALLY WELL BUT WE ARE UNABLE TO NAME THEM.
THERE WERE TWO EXHIBITIONS OF BRUTAL PLAY BUT OTHERWISE THE GAME WAS HAPPY AND FRIENDLY. THE ARATAPU TEAM
PLAYED WITH COMBINATION AND STAYED WELL TO THE END. WE SCARCELY CARE TO PARTICULARISE AS ALL PLAYED SO WELL
TIME AFTER TIME ELLIOT WAS TO THE FRONT DOING SPLENDID WORK THEN KEANE WOULD SHOW UP, WHILST NEAR THE GOAL
VEALE WOULD BEAR UP LIE A TROJAN. BUTLAND WAS IN GOOD FORM AND PLAYED REALLY WELL. SMITH THOUGH USEFUL WAS
NOT HIMSELF.
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SEPTEMBER 23 1892
NW V AUCKLAND RUGBY GAME
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