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It is my wish to have all of my ‘history research journals’ available to all learning
centres of Northland with the hope that current and future generations will be
able to easily find historical knowledge of the ‘Kaihu River Valley, the Northern
Ripiro West Coast and South West Hokianga’.

BELOW: COMPUTER DRAWN MAP SHOWING THE PLACE NAMES BETWEEN MANGAWHARE AND SOUTH HOKIANGA
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INTRODUCTION
FLAX/HARAKEKE INDUSTRY

LEFT: HARAKEKE/ FLAX BUSH AND MAORI BOY

Harakeke was the name given to this plant by Maori.
The first European traders called it “flax” because its
fibres were similar to that of true flax found in other
parts of the world. It is unique to New Zealand. No
fibre plant was more important to Maori than flax. Each
Pa or marae typically had a Pa Harakeke or flax
plantation. Different varieties were specially grown for
their strength, softness, colour and fibre content.
Traditionally when Harakeke leaves were removed from
the plant, only the older leaves on the outside were
taken. It is believed the three inner layers of the plant
represented a family. This outer layer represented the
grandparents, whereas the inner layer of new shoots or
the child remained to be protected by the next inner layer of leaves, the parents.
Early in the 1800’s Maori would soon realise the value of their flax and would soon start
trading with the early European traders. It was towards this end, though, very great
sacrifices were made.
It is perhaps remarkable; that the possession by the Maori of a plant, native to New
Zealand, should have wrought on them such terrible disasters as has been related to in
previous Journals. But for the flax (phormium tenax) the Maori would not have obtained by
barter the number of muskets that enabled them to almost exterminate those tribes that
were not conveniently situated for traffic with the white man. It was at a later date that
pigs and potatoes became articles of barter. As the Ngapuhi tribes were the first to procure
these invaluable muskets, it was they who created the greatest havoc in the early years of
the nineteenth century, and during that period they became the dread of all the sea coast
tribes.
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USES OF FLAX/ HARAKEKE BY THE ‘OLD PEOPLE’
BELOW: A ROLL OF FLAX PREPARED FOR EUROPEAN TRADERS

LEFT: OUTER KIWI FEATHERS AND WOVEN BASE OF A KIWI FEATHER CLOAK

For hundreds of years before the arrival of European
settlers, Maori utilized native New Zealand flax as a raw
material for clothing, food gathering, hunting, fishing, home
ware and medicine. Maori communities cultivated
plantations, or ‘Pa Harakeke’, of the flax varieties that had
the best leaf and fibre qualities for their needs.
LEFT: A FULL RAIN CAPE MADE WITH SHREDDED FLAX TAGS

The uses of the flax fibre were numerous and varied.
Clothing, mats, plates to eat off, baskets, ropes, bird snares,
lashings, fishing lines and nets were all made from flax.
Babies were even given rattles made from flax.
Flax was the primary material used in all types of clothing —
rain capes, cloaks, skirts, loin cloths, sandals and belts. Rain
capes used twined flax fibre for the base of the garment
and short strips of the leaf to make a layered thatch on the
outside. This shed the rain in much the same way as the
thatch on an English cottage.
Flax cloaks ranged from the purely functional to the highly
decorative. One style of cloak used the fibre from a special
variety of flax, woven very evenly and finely, to make a soft
draping garment with a silky sheen.
LEFT: TANIKO BORDER ON THE BOTTOM OF A KOROWAI CLOAK
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These cloaks often had a Taniko border of dyed flax fibre woven in geometric patterns.
Some cloaks had feathers entwined in the rows of flax. One highly prized style used
feathers from the Kiwi, a flightless native bird that is now protected as the national symbol
of New Zealand.
LEFT: A FULL SKIRT WITH A SIMPLE GEOMETRIC PATTERN

Flax skirts and loin cloths were constructed by hanging long
strips of curled flax from a patterned waistband. The strips
were prepared by exposing and dyeing small sections of the
inner fibre of the leaf at measured intervals along the length of the strips. They were then
left to dry and curl into long thin cylinders. When hung from the waistband, the dyed fibre
sections made geometric patterns on the skirts and gave the cylinders the flexibility to flow
gracefully with the movement of the wearer.
LEFT: BRIGHTLY COLOURED WOOL USED FOR DECORATION

Flax was also valued by Maori for its medicinal properties.
The leaves, gum, rhizomes and stalks of the flax plant were
made into poultices, purgatives, disinfectants and
ointments for skin disorders and wounds, stomach upsets
and swollen joints.
The arrival of European goods in the mid-eighteenth century saw the introduction of premade cords, unravelled from woollen garments, as a popular decorative feature.
The strength and relative durability of flax made it ideal for sandals, fishing nets, sails, bird
snares, ropes, floor mats and basketry.
LEFT: WOVEN SANDALS WITH PLAITED CORDS FOR TYING

On long trips men took several pairs of sandals with them,
weaving more as they wore out. Deep-sea fishing nets of up
to 1000 metres in length were constructed entirely from
flax strips, using the same type of knots as European net
makers.
Flax rope was used for building houses and boats, to fix stone heads to implements and for
making bird snares. Flax mats were woven to cover the floors of buildings, and decorative
wall coverings were made from dyed flax woven into patterns over a frame. The soft inner
fibres of flax were used for babies’ mattresses.
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LEFT: FISHING NETS MADE BY KNOTTING STRIPS OF FLAX TOGETHER

Maori utilized a variety of different flax baskets in their daily
tasks. For example, quickly-made baskets were used once
for serving food and then thrown away. Shellfish were
gathered in baskets with an open weave so that sand could
be washed from the shellfish once they were gathered.
Larger, open-weave baskets were used for gathering and
storing potatoes. A harness of woven straps tied onto a person's back was used to carry
loads. (Modern backpacks are made in a different style and often use patterns and colours)
LEFT: WORK BASKET FOR GATHERING FOOD

In the mid-nineteenth century, flax began to be harvested
by European settlers and exported to Australian and English
rope manufacturers. Later, with the invention of the flax
stripping machine, large-scale commercial processing
became possible in New Zealand. Flax rope-making was a
major industry for almost a century, with hundreds of flax mills operating during the boom
years. During the depression in the 1930s the industry diversified into flax woolpacks but
the advent of cheaper synthetic fibres in the 1970s spelt the end of the flax milling industry.
Flax weaving by hand almost died out as Maori became urbanized in the early part of the
twentieth century, but there was a resurgence of interest in traditional flax crafts in the
latter part of the century. Flax weaving is now an integral part of the cultural identity of
New Zealand. Flax clothing is worn at cultural events, heirloom cloaks are worn for
ceremonial occasions, and contemporary artists and craftspeople are increasingly using flax
and flax products in their creations.
More recently there has also been a resurgence of interest in exploring the commercial
potential of flax. Since the turn of the century all parts of the New Zealand flax plant-fibre,
seeds and gel-have begun to be researched for their potential value in fabrics, food oils,
pharmaceuticals and cosmetics, and as a replacement for fibreglass. 1

1 SOURCE: ALL PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN AT; OKAINS BAY MAORI AND COLONIAL MUSEUM. THANKS GO TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM FOR
PERMISSION TO PHOTOGRAPH ITEMS IN THE MUSEUM COLLECTION.
© ALI BROWN 2007. LAST UPDATED 30 AUGUST 2009.
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1
NEW ZEALAND
HARAKEKE /FLAX INDUSTRY

HISTORY REVISITED
FIRST ENCOUNTERS…

European explorers visiting New Zealand in the 1700s quickly saw the possible uses of flax.
Rope was then in demand for rigging on sailing ships and many other purposes.
Maori demonstrated their skill in ‘dressing’ flax (stripping the fibre from the leaves). They
made flax ropes for visiting ships and bartered flax and weaving for European goods. This
exchange of products and skills helped bring Maori and Europeans into close contact with
each other for the first time.
NAMING NEW ZEALAND FLAX…

Father and son botanists Johann and Georg Forster voyaged with explorer Captain James
Cook in 1772–73. They named New Zealand flax Phormium tenax for its useful qualities –
“phormium” is derived from the Greek word for basket, while “tenax” is Latin for strong.
TRADE WITH AUSTRALIA…

Sydney merchants showed an interest in flax fibre, and by the 1820s a trade began with
Australia, peaking in the early 1830s.
Trading stations were set up on the coasts of Northland, Waikato, Taranaki, Coromandel,
the Bay of Plenty, the East Coast, Southland, both sides of Cook Strait, and Banks Peninsula.
Fibre exported from New Zealand to Australia could be re-exported to Britain at a good
profit. In 1831, for instance, a ton of flax that sold for between £13 and £22 in Sydney
fetched between £27 and £44 in Britain.
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LEFT: MAORI FAMILY CUTTING FLAX

2

EFFECTS ON MAORI SOCIETY…

The Maori producers were not paid in
cash but in goods – usually muskets.
The trade therefore had a lasting
impact on Maori society. With
firearms, conflicts between tribes
turned into full-scale wars. Tribes
competed for control of the flax trade
and thus the supply of muskets. They
moved from their traditional
homelands to be closer to trading posts and to the swamps where flax grew. Food
cultivation was neglected in favour of the new trade.
THE TRADE DECLINES…

The flax trade declined in the 1830s for several reasons.
Warfare among Maori sometimes held up supply. Hand
stripping of flax could not provide the amount required.
Supplies of fibre for export varied in both quantity and quality.
For the market to revive, flax fibre needed to be produced
more efficiently.
LEFT: MAORI WOMAN PREPARING
FLAX FIBRE FOR WEAVING BY
ROLLING THE FLAX DOWN HER LEG:
WHILE SHE WORKS, SHE SMOKES A
PIPE, AND A CHILD SITS TO HER
3
LEFT.
RIGHT: THIS VERY OLD PIECE OF
CLOTH IS WOVEN FROM NEW
ZEALAND FLAX FIBRE (MUKA). IT
WAS SENT FROM NEW ZEALAND TO
AUSTRALIA IN 1829, AT A TIME
SYDNEY MERCHANTS WERE VERY
INTERESTED IN MUKA AS AN ITEM
OF TRADE. THE FIBRE WAS
PREPARED IN NEW ZEALAND AND
EXPORTED TO SYDNEY,WHERE IT
WAS RE-EXPORTED TO BRITAIN AT
A PROFIT. THE FLAX TRADE PEAKED
4
IN THE EARLY 1830S.

2 SOURCE: ALEXANDER LIBRARY, NORTHWOOD COLLECTION. 62851
3 SOURCE: USED IN BOOK – HOROWHENUA COUNTY AND ITS PEOPLE, PAGE 153, HOROWHENUA HISTORICAL SOCIETY I
4 SOURCE: NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA REFERENCE: NLA.PIC-AN3202598
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1849: THE NEW ZEALAND FLAX COMPANY IS FORMED
NEW ZEALAND SPECTATOR AND COOK'S STRAIT
GUARDIAN, 21 NOVEMBER 1849

NEW ZEALAND ROPE AND TWINE MANUFACTORY
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXI, ISSUE 2469, 19 JUNE 1865

NEW ZEALAND FLAX COMPANY’S CAPITAL
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXI,
ISSUE 2368, 21 FEBRUARY 1865

1866: CONFLICT BETWEEN THE NEW ZEALAND FLAX COMPANY AND LOCALS OVER THE
AMOUNT PAID PER TON FOR HARVESTING

WELLINGTON INDEPENDENT, VOLUME XXI, ISSUE 2319, 6 FEBRUARY 1866
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1866: AGREEMENT MADE TO HARVEST
FLAX AT 12 POUNDS PER TON
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXII,
ISSUE 2669, 6 FEBRUARY 1866
1866:

MURDER IN THE FLAX SWAMPS

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 2704, 17 MARCH 1866

1866: NZ FLAX CO IN FINANCIAL DIFFICULT
OR JUST STRICTER CONTROL BY NEW MANAGER
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXII,
ISSUE 2709, 23 MARCH 1866
1870: DURING ITS INFANCY THE PROCESSING OF
FLAX TO FIBRE PRESENTS
LOTS OF EXPERIMENTS AND CHALLENGES

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVI,
ISSUE 3940, 8 APRIL 1870
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NOTES FROM THE FLAX COMMISSION ARE PUBLISHED
OTAGO DAILY TIME, ISSUE 2574, 7 MAY 1870
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NATIONWIDE NUMBERS OF FLAX MILLS
1873: 300 MILLS
1880: 040 MILLS
1890: 177 MILLS
1905: 240 MILLS
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2
SLAVE WORKERS
SLAVE WORKERS FOR THE FLAX INDUSTRY FROM
EFATE (OR SANDWICH ISLAND), NEW HEBRIDES
1872: Note: Men from the Sandwich Islands were found working at Reid and Walkers flax
mill at Omapere on the Hokianga: They were to be paid only ten pounds for three years
work plus keep.
In May 1870 the slave trade reached the shores of New Zealand when the Schooner Lulu
arrived in Auckland with a cargo of twenty-seven men from the New Hebrides’s island of
Efate.
In an account of his black birding expedition published in several newspapers, the Lulu's
captain noted that the natives of the New Hebrides’s were “timid and distrustful” or else
openly “hostile” and revealed that he had paid “douceurs” (bribes) to chiefs to help acquire
laborers.
The Lulu's mission had been organized by Edward Brissenden, a wealthy Auckland
businessman who wanted cheap labour for a flax mill he co-owned in Waitakere.
Brissenden's ‘contract’ promised his laborers ten pounds each for three years' work.
In an editorial that mixed sympathy with condescension, the New Zealand Herald described
the arrival of the laborers from Efate, and noted that “these niggers are at present entirely
in the hands of their importers. Experience and common sense should tell us” the Herald
said, “that the niggers were not in New Zealand voluntarily”.
In 1872, after black birding had become a political issue, the New Zealand government sent
a policeman to report on the situation of the men from Efate. Constable J.B. Thomson
discovered that the laborers had worked for a while at the mill in Waitakere and then been
split up, with some of them being sent to a flax mill at the Hokianga harbour heads and
others being sent first to a mill in Thames and then to work on estates in Kohimarama and
Epsom. Thomson recorded that one of the men had died, and noted that the others were
unhappy about their long stay in New Zealand…
“They assert, and in this they are unanimous, that…they were to be engaged for one year
only, for which they were to receive a musket and ammunition, a tomahawk, a knife and
blankets, and at the end of that time were to be returned to Efate…They brought to me a
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notched stick, on which they had recorded the number of months (lunar) they had served,
and upon counting the notches I found their calculations to be twenty-three months”
Note; New Hebrides was occupied early by the Spanish, French and English 5

5 SOURCE: READINGTHEMAPS.BLOGSPOT.COM/2011_06_01_ARCHIVE.HTML
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1870: NEWS FROM PAPERS PAST GIVES US CONFIRMATION OF THIS SAD CHAPTER IN NZ HISTORY

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVI,
ISSUE 3977, 21 MAY 1870

NEW HEBRIDES: CRUISE OF THE LULU: DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLANDS:
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…..on beach making peaceful demonstrations did not stop to communicate. At 1.30 p.m.
entered Port Sandwich, and anchored two miles up the harbour in 11 fathoms.
Supercargo went on shore with armed crew to test the feelings of the inhabitants: About
300 natives on the beach. Induced some to come off in the ship's boat to vessel with the
idea that they might be persuaded to accept service they are very timid and distrustful.
At 5 p.m., cleared the ship at midnight, light land wind at W., very heavy dew, natives
quiet, volcano on Ambrym is very active, its fire illuminating the sky.
This harbour is a splendid anchorage, nearly landlocked, only slightly open on north
quadrant, and very safe it is three miles long in S.W. by S. direction, and one mile broad
good anchorage is found all over its space, in 7 to 11 fathoms water.
The entrance, though narrow, is very easy of ingress and egress at the extreme end 4
fathoms are found, good water and wood is plentiful, and easily obtainable. Its banks are
numerously inhabited, as we learnt by the number of fires seen at night. The scenery is also
very beautiful, the groves have the richest tints of verdure, and cocoa palms are scattered
amongst them in vast numbers.
The mountains rise far inland, and before them lay several lower grounds all covered with
firewood, and apparently exuberantly fertile. The volcano of Ambrym is distinctly seen from
the harbour, throwing smoke and steam by day and fire by night.
The island of Mallicollo is 54 miles long N N.W. by 2-4 miles broad, and we were all
delighted with its beautiful scenery the beauty of its forests all festooned by creepers of
the brightest and richest colours from whence vast numbers of smokes ascended,
sufficient to prove that a great part of the forests were inhabited, and these inhabitants,
amidst all the profusion of beauty and fertility, the most savage and barbarous race the
world knows indeed, lower than the animals They are cannibals, of the blackest dye, small
in stature, not strong, very active. They have seen few if any white men they lifted up our
trousers to see if the skin was white underneath and then tried to rub the white away.
Our beards were great curiosities to them, and underwent great scrutiny, as they are
beardless themselves. Everything seemed strange to them, they did not even know tobacco
or understand its use, or that of pipes. Of clothing they have none of any kind, neither
women nor men. All are armed with bows and arrows no clubs, no firearms.
It appears to me that the tribes now occupying the shores and mountain, tribes, who have
dispossessed the former holders of the beach land, and perhaps annihilated them, and
eaten the best.
Bishop Selwyn visited this island in 1851, and placed teachers there, and he nearly lost his
life and that of his boat's crew in so doing. The inhabitants know not the word missionary,
and they apparently have never seen a ship before. Their naval architecture consists of a
few miserable canoes, which they handle as novices would.
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No doubt the dispossessed tribe, if any escaped, did so by their canoes, and took their
knowledge of working them with them also. They did not know what flour or biscuit was
they have no idea of trade. Though the land teams with cocoa palms, not one is brought to
the beach for sale or barter. They seem to exist on small crabs, grubs, &c which they hunt
for at low water amongst the coral reefs (i.e. I suppose, when man is not procurable in
these butcher shops).
They have been peaceful enough with us (but we showed them we are well armed), but
certainly not to be trusted they have a low forbidding appearance.
We had two Tanna and one Sandwich man on board, but they could not understand their
language, and laughed at and called them savages.
At 2.30 pm. the boat returned with the supercargo, he having been round the harbour, but
unsuccessful.
Determined to try Ambrym Island: At 3 p.m. set sail and stood out of Sandwich harbour.
At 6 p.m.: hove-to under fore-and staysail, with head off shore. Next morning made sail and
stood in towards Mallicollo. At 7 a.m. close in with the reef hove-to, and the supercargo
proceeded on shore.
The coast has apparently numerous inhabitants, and the canoes are of a better description
than those in Sandwich harbour.
At noon the supercargo returned, and reported the natives in this bay much more
advanced, and physically superior to those we met before. The country to the hill tops is
covered with cocoa palms as far as the eye can see. Weather is calm, hazy, bar 30-12,
thermometer. 87. At 1.30 p.m., the super cargo again left the ship, intending to visit a bay
five miles to the northward of last.
Three canoes visited the vessel with eight in each they appeared friendly, but timid and
distrustful. The supercargo returned after 4 p. m. and reported the natives unfriendly and
savage. We then hauled to the wind for Pentecost Island, wind N.E light.
At 4.30 p.m. observed a long dangerous reef extending 3 miles from a point N 45 W 6 miles
from Sandwich harbour also, another very dangerous reef extending 4 miles seaward, from
a point N 34 W 10 miles from Sandwich harbour. Calm, light, variable winds experienced
great difficulty in obtaining an offing at 8 p.m.
Light airs and cairns with heavy rippling and a strong current, but unable to ascertain
direction of set apparently ship's drift is to S. W. I may have mentioned that this coast is
one of great danger, and care should be taken to have a good offing before dark, many
dangerous reefs abound
No dependence can be placed on the charts the configuration of the land cannot be
recognised, and no note is made of any existing reefs, although so many abound.
Midnight; light airs and calm weather: very hazy. Having obtained an offing at about seven
miles, I consider the ship out of danger.
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At 7 a.m. on the 21st rounded Rip Point, Ambrym Island, and ran in close to the land.
At 5.30.: the supercargo left the ship for the shore. In two hours he returned, reporting the
natives unfriendly, and showing demonstrations that a fight would be agreeable.
At noon, with a light S. W. wind, made sail for Pentecost Island. At 8 p.m. the island is
visible on starboard beam.
At midnight, light airs and calms weather very hot and sultry. Barometer, 30', 17:
Thermometer, 92.
On the 22nd at 1 a.m.: experienced hot sultry weather with very thick atmosphere and
hazy, caused by the smoke and steam of Ambrym volcano.
The water is also covered with ashes and condensed sulphur from the same.
At 4 a.m.: same wind and weather, no land visible. 8 a.m.: Calm, hot, and sultry.
Noon: North Point, Pentecost Island, N. E. N. South Point: Aurora Island, N.E. by N. ½ N. S.E.
Point: Leper's Island, N, ½ W.
At 9 a.m. on the 23rd hove-to off north end of Pentecost, lowered boat, and supercargo left
the ship for the shore: ship standing off and on. At 11.30 boat returned, and the supercargo
reported the natives very hostile, and he having been shot at with arrows, they first
bringing sandalwood down as a decoy to induce the boat party to land. At various other
places the supercargo landed the natives were not so hostile as before, but timid and
distrustful as soon as any of the boat's crew landed they made for the bush.
They apparently have little or nothing except for their immediate wants, and are in the
lower depths of barbarism and go as usual, naked. The Island of Pentecost is very fertile, to
judge by the exuberant vegetation that abounds in its natural state, and the scenery is
beautiful in the extreme: Many good anchorages are to be found in the numerous bays on
the western side affording good and secure shelter from the prevailing winds (S.-E.).
The coast as to position is very correctly laid down on the charts but its delineation is very
erroneous: it is free from hidden dangers from north to south.
At 5 p.m.: shaped a course for Dip Point; Ambrym Island-having determined to steer no
further north but again revisit Mallicollo, Sandwich and Tanna having on our former visits
left agents in the shape of chiefs supplemented with certain douceurs to obtain what is
required.
Arrived at…
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVI, ISSUE 3977, 21 MAY 1870, PAGE 4

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVII, ISSUE 4186, 13 JANUARY 1871, PAGE 2
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1872: FURTHER DESPATCHES FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR OF NEW ZEALAND TO THE RIGHT HON. THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES…
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6

6 SOURCE: APPENDIX TO THE JOURNALS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 1872 SESSION I, A-01
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LEFT: PORT RESOLUTION, TANNA, NEW
HEBRIDES.

1873: Mr Charles Clark is the manager of Walker and Reid’s Flax Mill. He still has the
Natives from New Hebrides working for him. It would appear they are comfortable.
There is another mill about nine miles north of Hokianga being worked by a Mr
Jarborough…
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 4900, 10 MAY 1873
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3
FLAX MILLS OF SOUTH HOKIANGA…

BOLTON’S FLAX MILL: SOUTH HOKIANGA
WALKER AND REID’S FLAX MILL: WAIAROHIA STREAM, OMAPERE
BOLTON’S FLAX MILL: SOUTH HOKIANGA

ABOVE: WEIGHING GREEN FLAX AT BOLTON’S FLAX MILL WAIWHATAWHATA SOUTH HOKIANGA

BELOW: WALKER AND REID’S FLAX MILL: WAIAROHIA STREAM, OMAPERE 1870

7 SOURCE: AUCKLAND INSTITUTE AND MUSEUM
8 SOURCE: AUCKLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY

8

7
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UNLOADING FLAX FIBRE FROM A BULLOCK WAGON AT OMAPERE

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, RŌRAHI XXV, PUTANGA 3738, 12 HŌNGONGOI 1869

WE HEAR THAT ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE BY MESSER’S REID AND WALKER FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FLAXMILL ON A LARGE SCALE AT HOKIANGA.
IT IS PROPOSED TO START WITH SIX DRESSING MACHINES, AND, IF THE SUPPLY OF FLAX IS FOUND SUFFICIENT, TO INCREASE
THAT NUMBER, MR. REID IS AT PRESENT AT HOKIANGA NEGOTIATING WITH THE NATIVES FOR A SUPPLY, AND THE
MACHINES WILL SOON BE READY FOR ERECTION 9

9 SOURCE: APPENDIX TO THE JOURNALS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 1870 SESSION I, A-07
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1870: THE GOVERNOR VISITS THE HOKIANGA
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVI
ISSUE 3921, 17 MARCH 1870
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4
FLAX MILLS OF THE KAIHU RIVER VALLEY

EARLY FLAX HARVESTING BY CHIEF PARORE TE AWHA: 1832
THE KAIHU FLAX MILL COMPANY LTD: 1871-1879
NEW ZEALAND FIBRE COMPANY: 1873
AUCKLAND FIBRE COMPANY: 1881

1832: EARLY FLAX HARVESTING IN THE KAIHU RIVER VALLEY
Note: Before moving forward with this chapter I am privileged to introduce to you two
gentlemen who have helped me put some of this compilation together. One of them you
will be familiar with from my past journals.
Their journals written respectfully in 1832 by Joel Polack, adventurer and merchant ( who
you have met in my earlier journals) and in 1873 by John Earnest Tinne a shareholder in
the “Kaihu Flax Mills” have helped me fit into this journal pieces of the puzzle for the flax
industry between South Hokianga and Northern Wairoa. Excerpts from their journals
feature in the rest of this chapter;
1832: Chief Parore was keen to reap the economic benefits of a Pakeha settlement in his
territory and the overall economic benefit the coming of the European would bring his
people. He became a very early trader of flax.
In 1832 the Jewish trader J. S. Polack visited the Pa of Rangatira Parore Te Awha at Te Kauri,
at Waipoua, where he found Parore in the prime of life, possessing a countenance
remarkably pleasing; his stature was tall and commanding, and, although not outwardly
distinguished from his companions by any peculiarities of dress, yet he had an air at once
noble and dignified, from the habitual exercise of authority.
Polack also met Parore's senior wife, whom he described as “a personification of health,
mirth, and kindness” Parore revealed to the trader a keen desire to reap the economic
benefits of a Pakeha settlement in his area. He expressed his concern over a letter, possibly
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written by Thomas McDonnell of Horeke, threatening to take the trade of flax and spars
into his own hands. Parore was at this time already engaged in trading flax at Kaihu
(Dargaville), and in the spar trade at Hokianga.
1832: Polacks notes flax houses at Te Taita with Chief Parore’s slaves producing flax to
fibre…
We soon gained another plain, on which the flax leaves were so high, as to render it almost
impenetrable. We soon arrived at Te Taita, a village belonging to Parore. In this place was
erected three large flax-houses, filled with scraped flax of various qualities. One house
contained some tons of hungahunga, or silken flax; the others with muka Maori, or common
native flax. We met with a few natives in this village who testified much surprise at seeing
me: they were related to my party. I congratulated myself they did not appear in a crying
humour, so I was saved the discord of the tangi, though one old dame commenced
whimpering: she was a slave. On perceiving Koruhana, who was her master's niece, she
would fain have cried, but gave it up, as she met with no encouragement, and none felt
inclined for the luxury of being miserable.
A party of mongrels who appertained to these people, who were principally slaves,
commenced with the usual vociferation of their tribe; but our two Achates, who brought up
the rear, soon silenced these degenerate curs. A pretty wind-ing stream ran past the village,
which was early vacated by the party who preceded us, who took to their canoes, and were
soon out of sight. Here we encamped for dinner. Our two marksmen did not join us here,
which did not give me any uneasiness, as they knew where we intended passing the night.
The iron pot was found to be serviceable; and, after it had cooked the necessary provisions,
was placed in a basket and reserved for my especial use. The flax-houses in this village were
nearly eighty feet in length, and thirty feet in breadth. They were put together by poles and
raupo, and the lower parts were open, with only poles placed across. The whole of the
prepared flax was tapued, and of course safe from depredation.
After resting an hour, including dinner, we resumed our travel. The scenery, as we continued
our route, was very similar to that we had previously passed; the only variety we saw was
on a particularly elevated plain, where no forest was in view; and the nearest that
approached the vicinity of the plain was at least one hundred and thirty feet lower in
descent than the plain;
Note: Parore had been processing flax in the Kaihu River Valley before 1832 with slaves
captured about 1825: this was before the first known sailing ships into the Kaipara 1836.
Did he sell the processed flax to the mystery European people of the Kaipara or was it for
local use? Or did he trade with the following gentleman?
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KENT, JOHN RODOLPHUS: –1837
EXPLORER AND TRADER
No ship’s captain better knew the New Zealand coasts in the 1820s and early 1830s, or was
better known on those coasts than ‘John Rodolphus Kent’.
From 1820 to 1825 he was employed by the New South Wales Government as master of
the vessels Prince Regent (schooner), Mermaid (cutter), and Elizabeth Henrietta (brig).
When Prince Regent was attached as tender to HM Store ships Dromedary and Coromandel
during their New Zealand cruise in 1820, Kent examined many harbours in the kaurigrowing area, his crossing of the Hokianga bar in late March marking the opening of that
harbour to European shipping and trade.
In the first half of 1821 he assisted in establishing the New South Wales settlement of Port
Macquarie and in October left Port Jackson on Mermaid, with Prince Regent sailing in
company under his command. In the course of a 15 months' voyage he visited Tahiti,
Honolulu – where he delivered Prince Regent to the Hawaiian king – and Fanning Island.
In 1823 and 1824 he made several exploratory flax-gathering cruises round the New
Zealand coasts for the New South Wales Government on Mermaid and Elizabeth Henrietta
retaining command of the latter vessel until the end of 1825.
He then left the colonial Government service. As master of the brig Elizabeth and then of
the Emma Kemp (cutter) and Governor Macquarie (brig) he traded between Port Jackson
and New Zealand with the occasional speculative voyage to the Pacific Islands.
Seal skins from the southern coasts, spars from Hokianga, flax and pork and potatoes
wherever a few tons were offering, Kent shipped them all across the Tasman for his Sydney
employer, Francis Mitchell.
He had a shore base at Koutu Point, Hokianga where early in 1828 he was joined by some of
the first New Zealand Company settlers, under the protection of the Ngati Korokoro chief
Moetara, with whose sister he formed an alliance.
At the end of the decade Kawhia supplanted Hokianga as his principal New Zealand port of
call. Assisted by a group of flax agents whom he established in the area, Kent was the chief
supplier of arms to the Waikato tribes, who congregated at Kawhia to trade with him.
His domestic arrangements at Kawhia, as well as his commercial activities, brought Kent
into close personal contact with Te Wherowhero, and in 1831 his wife Tiria (sometimes
called Amohia) and her kinsman Te Wherowhero accompanied him on a visit to Manukau in
the Tranmere with Captain Smith at the helm.
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He later took over command of the Lord Liverpool trading between Port Jackson and New
Zealand as before, and in late 1833 was engaged as trading master for HMS Buffalo's New
Zealand cruise.
Following the return of Te Wherowhero to his own tribal territories, Ngaruawahia became
the centre of Kent’s flax-trading activities until his death at Kahawai, on the Manukau, on 1
January 1837. His adoptive tribe, who remember him as Amukete, buried him in a Wahi
Tapu on Te Toro promontory at the mouth of the Waiuku channel.

FLAX: FROM JOEL POLACKS NOTES AFTER HIS VISIT IN THE 1830’S
FLAX PLANT

That our account of the indigenous productions of the country may not be incomplete, we
append that of the celebrated Flax, or Korari plant, many tons of which we have purchased
from the native manufacturers.
It is singular that among the many inventions for the cleaning of flax, made by European
machinists, none has been found to answer the purpose equal to the slow method of
scraping it by muscle-shells as used by the natives.
The future inventor of mechanism that will only equal the latter primitive mode, tending to
save manual labour and time, deserves a free patent, as a reward for the national
importance of his discovery.
New Zealand Flax, or PHORMIUM TENAX, in allusion to the leaves of this plant, being
converted, among other uses, into that of baskets, flourishes in great abundance
throughout the country, of which it is indigenous. It is found most plenteously in the vicinity
of swamps, which abound throughout the interior, and does not perish by the salt-water
tide washing its roots.
There are a variety of the species; principally caused by climate and soil; some flax-plants, to
the northward, scarcely attaining the height of six feet; others, we have observed, to the
southward, attained the height of sixteen feet. Portions of flax are to be seen adjoining
almost every village; it is of incalculable service to the natives. In its natural state it is called
korari or korali; when scraped or dressed, the common or inferior is called mooka; the
superior sort, hunga hunga; the latter term is but rarely made use of. The natives make all
their valuable apparel of the leaves of this plant; they also manufacture their fishing lines
and every kind of cordage, and by splitting the leaves into strips, the fishing nets and seines
are made, simply, by tying these strips together; some of the latter are of an enormous size.
Sir Joseph Banks was the first discoverer of this staple, and says, “A plant, which, with such
advantages, might be applied to so many useful and important purposes, would certainly
be a great acquisition to England, where it would probably thrive with very little trouble,
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as it seems to be hardy, and to affect no particular soil, being found equally in hill and
valley, in the driest mould and the deepest bogs”.
It has been growing in France for the last forty years, and has withstood the severity of a
Parisian winter, and in the South of France, as might be expected, it has flourished with
great success. In the west also, near to Cherbourg, it has perfectly succeeded and yielded
ripe fruit. It readily increases by dividing the roots.
M. Faujas de St. Fond prepared the fibre in the following manner: he dissolved three pounds
of soap in a sufficient quantity of water, together with twenty-five pounds of the split leaves
of the flax, tied up in bundles. All were then boiled during the space of five hours, until the
leaves were deprived of the tenacious gluten at the lateral end of the leaf, but which is not
removed by the ordinary process employed in the preparation of hemp; after which, they
were carefully washed in running water.
Flax-plants have flourished in various gardens throughout England, and at Inverness in
Scotland, without any shelter against the inclemency of a northern winter. The South of
Ireland would be peculiarly adapted for this plant. The Phormium tenax is now an inhabitant
of various parts of the Continent. It is also indigenous to Norfolk Island, where it is seen
along the cliffs within the influence of the salt-water spray, rising from the heavy surfs
which beat against the rocky coast of that beautiful garden of the Pacific. It is also a native
of the Chatham Islands, and is of similar service to the people of that valuable little group.
From the experiments of M. Labillardiere, the strength of the fibre of this plant, as
compared with that of the Agave Americana, flax, hemp, and silk, is as follows:
The fibre of the Agave breaks under a weight of 7
" Flax " " 11 1/2
" Phormium " " 23 7-11
" Silk " " 24
Thus it appears of all vegetable fibres, the phormium is the strongest. It possesses this
advantage over the hemp and flax that it is of a brilliant whiteness, which gives it a satiny
appearance; so that the clothes made of it do not need to be bleached by a tedious process,
or through those other means by which flax is injured. Flax is prepared in New Zealand by
the females and slaves. The separating of the silky fibre from the flag-like leaf is thus
performed: the apex is hold between the toes; a transverse section is then made through the
succulent matter at that end with a common muscle-shell, which is inserted between that
substance and the fibre, which readily effects its separation by drawing the shell through
the whole of the leaf. It has been attempted in Sydney to withdraw the filaments from the
leaves by maceration; but the large proportion of succulent matter rendered it impossible to
effect the separation by decomposition in water, without materially injuring the strength of
the fibre.
Leaves of this plant are generally scraped as early as cut, as the thick gum is enclosed at the
lower part of the leaf, rising from either side in a pyramidal form, and adheres strongly
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when drying. The late celebrated botanist, Peter Cunningham, Esq., observes: "Simple as
appears this mode of separating the flax from the leaf by a shell in the hands of those
savages, still the European has not succeeded in his endeavours to prepare the fibre for
himself, either by that, or any other means that have been tried; nor has any instrument or
piece of machinery yet been invented to enable him to strip off and prepare this valuable
filament for the English market. The Port Jackson traders must still be dependent on the
native women and their shells for the cargoes they obtain."
The flax thus obtained by the merchants of Sydney undergoes no heckling, cleaning, or other
preparation, previously to its being shipped for the English market; but is merely made into
bales, by being put into a press and screwed down. It is subsequently manufactured into
every species of cordage, excepting cables, and its superiority of strength to the hemp of the
Baltic has been attested both by experiments made at Sydney and in the King's yards at
Deptford.
The phormium has been in use for many years past, made up into tacks, sheets, braces,
stays, &c., and its superiority in bearing a great strain over hemp has been well attested. It
is very elastic and strong.
Mr. Cunningham made a professional trip with Captain P. P. King, in an exploring expedition
on the coast of New Holland, in the colonial cutter, "Mermaid;" he says: "We bent a new
main sheet at Port Jackson, which, in a cutter, is a rope on which there is ever much stress,
and after nine months, returned from the north-west coast, and the rope was still good and
serviceable, whereas of Baltic hemp, a main sheet by friction and strain would have been so
worn at the close of our surveys on that coast, that it would have become indispensable to
bend another to carry us back from that shore to Port Jackson, the voyage being seven or
eight weeks."
Some attempts have been made to fabricate cloth of the phormium; but it has hitherto
failed in every instance. Equally unfavourable have been the results on boiling the phormium
with potash, the substance becomes too much reduced in strength, so as scarce to bear
even weaving. The strength of the phormium doubtless is mainly assisted by the gum which
bathes every fibre.
The root of the phormium is fleshy; a tuberiform root-stock, creeping beneath the surface of
the soil, sending up many tufts of luxuriously growing leaves, from four to twelve feet long,
and from two to three inches in diameter. They are (to describe them botanically) distichous,
vertical, coriaceous, and deep green, finely striated, ensiform; the margin and nerve,
somewhat orange-red; at the base, the inner edge has a deep furrow, which sheathes the
leaf immediately within it; and upon various parts of the surface a gummy substance flakes
off in whitish spots; from the centre of these tufts arises a scape, often eighteen feet in
height, bearing several branches, containing a number of beautiful crimson flowers, which
contain a saccharine juice much esteemed by the natives. It is a handsome and vigorous
plant.
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According to the statistical returns of New South Wales for 1828, the flax of the country, to
the extent of sixty tons, was exported from Sydney to England, valued at 2600 pounds; in
1830, eight hundred and forty-one tons were exported; and in 1831, one thousand and
sixty-two tons. Since which period, it has decreased every year.
Its superiority over the Baltic hemp is established among rope-manufacturers, and there is
only required the invention of machinery, obviating the present most expensive mode of its
manufacture; to obtain for it a remunerating price and universal demand.
The flax-houses are covered with rushes and wire-grass to prevent the intrusion of rain or
damp, as the flax turns black when saturated. At present it takes tar very indifferently, that
substance coming off on the hand when the ropes are hauled over, this is a palpable defect
in running rigging, but experience may produce a method to obviate it.
BELOW: MAORI FLAX MILL AND DWELLINGS IN A VALLEY

10

Note: There is an open space in the middle for laying out the flax to bleach in the sun and
the buildings are around the outside.

LEFT: UNLOADING SCUTCHED FLAX PREPARED BY
MAORI

10 SOURCE: PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN CIRCA 1860S BY DANIEL LOUIS MUNDY.
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THE KAIHU FLAX MILL COMPANY LTD
ESTABLISHED BY AUCKLAND ENGINEERS
GEORGE FRASER AND THEODORE F.S. TINNE
1871: EUROPEAN FLAX MILL AT WAIMARAMA/KATANGI/PARORE
IN THE KAIHU RIVER VALLEY

Although there were various names given for the Flax Mill site in the Kaihu River Valley, it
was commonly known as the, “FLAX MILL” at Parore. It was situated on the west side of the
Kaihu River between Te Kaiwaka swamp and the Korariwhero creek about seven miles by
water up the Kaihu River from the Northern Wairoa River.
When the railway was built between Kaihu and Dargaville the mill was situated at about
three and half miles by rail from Dargaville.
Note: I believe that Katangi, as spelt, on the East bank of the Kaihu River was a small gum
digging camp later known as China man’s landing.
Waimarama mill was the Kaihu Flax Company site.
The mill was on the East side of the hill where Trounson’s house was at Parore near the
Kaihu River and the existing road.
The Flax mill also became commonly known as “Tinnie’s”

HISTORY
The Kaihu Flax Mill Company Ltd 1871 – 1873 was initially formed with a capital base of
5000 pounds. The Company leases Kaihu No 1 of about 43,000 acres of land from the local
owners Parore Te Awha and his people with the rights to harvest flax and firewood.
In 1873 Fraser and Tinne registered another company in Liverpool United Kingdom called
‘THE NEW ZEALAND FIBRE COMPANY’ with a capital of 40,000 pounds with nearly 10,000
pounds of the capital subscribed to by nine Liverpool men.
This company was formed to import machinery into New Zealand with some having the
capability of turning flax into fibre and fibre into paper. The machinery at the ‘KAIHU FLAX
COMPANY’S MILL’ was owned by this company. This company would also buy the freehold
of the whole of Kaihu No 1.
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After the fire destroyed the original mill in 1872 a new mill was built on the old site over
about a five year period. It housed some of the best machinery of its time with the
capabilities of making paper, rope, clothes lines, twine, marline and floor cloth.

ABOVE: FLAX MILL AT PARORE NEAR THE OLD KAIHU RIVER ROUTE BEFORE THE RIVER WAS STRAIGHTENED
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Nelson Evening Mail, Volume XII, Issue 180, 1 August 1877, Page 2
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ABOVE: KAIHU NO1. PLAN OF THE KAIHU RIVER VALLEY ESTATE C 1871 (APPROX. 43,000 ACRES)
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THE KAIHU FLAX COMPANY LTD IS REGISTERED 20TH APRIL 1871
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Star, Issue 1517, 10 January 1873, Page 2

Daily Southern Cross, Volume XXIX, Issue 4866, 1 April 1873, Page 2
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KAIPARA SIGNAL STATION
Colonist, Volume XVI, Issue 1708, 22 January 1874, Page 3

Auckland Star, Volume VII, Issue 2079, 9 October 1876, Page 1
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THE NEW ZEALAND FIBRE COMPANY
1873: INITIAL COMPANY IS WOUND UP…
‘THE NEW ZEALAND FIBRE COMPANY’ EMERGES…
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FRASER AND TINNE’S MACHINERY ARRIVES FOR THE INITIAL START-UP FOR THE FLAX MILL
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVII, ISSUE 4472, 25 DECEMBER 1871

1872: THEODORE TINNE TRAVELS TO ENGLAND TO PURCHASE
MACHINERY FOR THE FLAX INDUSTRY AND OTHER

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 4667, 9 AUGUST 1872, PAGE 7

MR. T. F. S. TINNE, OF THE FIRM OF FRASER AND TINNE, WAS A PASSENGER BY THE NEVADA, ON SATURDAY, JULY 13. WE
UNDERSTAND THAT MR. TINNE PROCEEDS TO ENGLAND TO PROCURE MACHINERY FOR A PAPER MILL TOGETHER WITH
IMPROVED ROPE MAKING MACHINERY, BOTH OF WHICH, INDUSTRIES IT IS INTENDED TO ESTABLISH IN CONNECTION WITH
MESSRS’ FRASER AND TINNE’S FLAX-MILL IN THE KAIPARA DISTRICT. THERE IS THUS A PROSPECT FOR THE EARLY
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PAPER MANUFACTORY HERE, AND WE FEEL SURE THAT SUCH AN INDUSTRY WILL PROVE A PROFITABLE
ONE TO THE PROPRIETOR, BESIDES CONFERRING A BENEFIT UPON THE PROVINCE.

FLAX CUTTERS WANTED
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS 11 PIPIRI 1872…

WANTED, MEN TO CUT FLAX AND BOYS FOR MILL WORK: APPLY AT THE KAIHU FLAX MILLS, NORTHERN WAIROA; OR TO
FRASER AND TINNE.

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 4705, 21 SEPTEMBER 1872, PAGE 2…

THE KAIHU FLAX COMPANY PAYS ON AVERAGE 12 SHILLINGS A TON FOR GREEN FLAX TO ITS HARVESTERS, DELIVERED TO THE
MILL. IT TAKES ABOUT 7 GREEN TONS OR LESS TO MAKE ONE TON OF CLEAN DRESSED FIBRE.

THE FOURTH MEETING FOR THE SEASON OF THE AUCKLAND INSTITUTE WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY EVENING AT HALF-PAST
ELEVEN O’CLOCK, WHEN SEVERAL PAPERS ON SUBJECTS OF INTEREST WILL BE READ. ; “M.W.C.” WRITES IN REPLY TO MR.
CRISP’S COMMENTS IN A FORMER LETTER OF HIS RESPECTING THE COST OF AND PROFITS DERIVED FROM, PREPARING
PHORMIUM TENAX FOR THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN MARKETS, OUR CORRESPONDENT ADMITS TO ONE - ERROR IN HIS FORMER LECTURE AND REFERRED TO BY MR. CRISPE WHICH IS, THAT 7 TONS SHOULD HAVE APPEARED WHERE HE WROTE 11
TONS.
IN ALL OTHER RESPECTS HE MAINTAINS THAT THE STATEMENTS IN HIS FORMER LETTER WERE CORRECT, AND NOT
CALCULATED TO MISLEAD. IT DOES NOT ALWAYS TAKE AS MUCH AS 7 TONS OF GREEN LEAVES TO MAKE A TON OF CLEAN
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DRESSED FIBRE. IN COMMENTING ON ANOTHER PORTION OF MR. CRISPE'S LETTER, OUR CORRESPONDENT SAYS MR. CRISP
STATED THAT 12 SHILLINGS PER TON IS NOT THE AVERAGE PRICE OF GREEN FLAX. I MAINTAIN IT IS.
THE TWO FIRMS YOUR CORRESPONDENT MENTIONS, MESSRS, THOMPSON BROS, AND MR. HUTCHINSON, GIVE, THE
FORMER 10S, THE LATTER 12S. 6D: IN EACH CASE DELIVERED.
MR. CONSTABLE PAYS 155S, BUT HIS FLAX HAS TO BE BROUGHT UP A 9-MILE CREEK (THE AWAROA), WHICH INCREASES THE
PRICE. THE TUAKAU MILLS (ON THE WAIKATO) PAY 10S PER TON.
THE KAIHU FLAX COMPANY PAYS 12 S. MR. BELL, AT NGARUAWAHIA, USED TO GIVE 7S PER TON:
MR. CALL, OF TAUPIRI, THE SAME: THE WHANGAPE MILL (LATE CAPTAIN HUTTON'S) GIVES 9S PER TON, AND IS. ROYALTY.
I THINK ENOUGH INSTANCES HARE BEEN QUOTED TO SHOW MR. C. THAT IF A FEW MILLS IN THE MAUKU DISTRICT, WHICH IS
NOTED FOR ITS SCARCITY OF FLAX HAVE TO PAY HIGH PRICES, THOSE PRICES ARE NOT UNIVERSAL.
I STILL AFFIRM THAT TO A MAN WITH A LITTLE MONEY, SAY, £200, AND EXPERIENCE FLAX PREPARING IS A MOST PAYABLE
SPECULATION. OUR CORRESPONDENT ADMITS THAT A MAN ENGAGING IN THIS WORK WITHOUT PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE
WOULD BE MORE LIKELY TO LOSE MONEY THAN TO I MAKE A PROFIT, BUT IN SUCH CASES HE RECOMMENDS THE
EMPLOYMENT OF A MANAGER WITH J PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE, WHO KNOWS WHAT AMOUNT OF WORK EACH MAN CAN
AND OUGHT TO DO. HE BELIEVES THAT IN HIS LAST COMMUNICATION HE HAS RATHER UNDERSTATED THAN OVERSTATED
THE PROFITS TO BE DERIVED FROM PHORMIUM PREPARATION.

ELSIE THE STEAM LAUNCH
Note: The mill was serviced regularly by “Elsie” bringing supplies and material from the
then known Kaihu/Whapu and Mangawhare township’s at the mouth of the Kaihu River
upstream to the mill.
Kaiwaka swamp was a small gum digging camp just south of the Mill and Babylon a little
further north was also a gum digging camp and so to be able to shop at the newly
established shop at the mill was most certainly very convenient.
Babylon would eventually have a store and a post office and then later the gum
extraction factory. It was about 4.5miles from Dargaville by rail)
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“ELSIE” THE LITTLE STEAMER (LAUNCH) AND COAL ARRIVE FOR THE FLAX MILLS

30 MAHURA 1872 DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS

OUR NORTHERN WAIROA CORRESPONDENT WRITES; THE SCHOONER “AMARANTH” FROM AUCKLAND ARRIVED OFF KAIHU
ON THURSDAY LAST. CAPTAIN KNOX REPORTS LIGHT WINDS TO THE BAY OF ISLANDS AT WHICH PLACE HE PUT IN FOR COALS
FOR THE KAIHU FLAX MILLS. THE “AMARANTH” BRINGS A NOVELTY FOR THE WAIROA IN THE SHAPE OF THE LITTLE STEAMER
“ELSIE” WHICH IS TO BE EMPLOYED AS A STEAM-TUG ON THE KAIHU RIVER BETWEEN THE KAIHU FLAX MILLS AND THE
WAIROA RIVER. SHE WAS BROUGHT ROUND WITHOUT INJURY AND IS NOW MOORED IN THE KAIHU AWAITING THE FITTINGUP OF A BOILER ENGINE. THE “AMARANTH” WILL LOAD AT ARATAPU WITH SAWN TIMBER FOR THE WAIKATO.

ABOVE: A TYPICAL STEAM LAUNCH USED ON THE KAIHU RIVER

BELOW: LOADING FLAX ONTO A BARGE, ASSISTED BY A STEAM DRIVEN LAUNCH
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 4705, 21 SEPTEMBER 1872

IN THE SUMMER OF 1872
John Earnest Tinne a brother of Theodore visits Kaihu Flax Mill for a while and names the
newly acquired coal fired steam launch “Elsie” who by this time is busy tripping up and
down the Kaihu River bringing materials for the development.
Here we used formerly to get into a little gig, and row for nine miles up our particular creek,
the prettiest little stream imaginable, called the Kaihu; but now we have got a diminutive
steam-launch, which I have christened the "Elsie" and which flies the dear old University
College flag at her stern, Oxford blue with a golden cross in the centre. She can run about
eight knots an hour, and startles the flocks of wild duck which abound up our creek.
Note: From John’s journal we are privileged to have a first-hand account of his time on
the Kaihu River during 1872- 1873…
OUR FLAX-MILL
THE roughest month's experience I have had in New Zealand, was up in the bush, about a
hundred miles north of Auckland, where my brother has been building a mill to manufacture
fibre from the Phormium Tenax, a kind of gigantic aloe, which grows wild over immense
areas of the land in those parts.
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We manage the journey as follows: a little steamer, the ‘Gemini’ carries us up the
Waitemata River, to Riverhead, about two hours’ distance from Auckland; there we get the
coach; or in winter, when the roads are nearly impassable, we ride on horseback for
fourteen miles across the portage, to Helensville on the Kaipara Harbour; there is a railway
already begun from here to Riverhead, but although the earthwork and bridges are
complete, we shall have to wait for rails from England before it is opened to the public.
At Helensville we find either the Government Cutter or the regular weekly mail-boat “PaiMariri” which takes about a day to sail eighty miles up to Mangawhare, a trading station on
the Wairoa River, the future Mersey of the country and navigable for vessels of 1,000 tons
for fully forty miles above this point:
Here we used formerly to get into a little gig, and row for nine miles up our particular creek,
the prettiest little stream imaginable, called the Kaihu; but now we have got a diminutive
steam-launch, which I have christened the “Elsie” and which flies the dear old University
College flag at her stern, Oxford blue with a golden cross in the centre.
She can run about eight knots an hour, and startles the flocks of wild duck which abound up
our creek, as she glides swiftly along under the graceful fern-trees and giant puriri with their
soft magenta flowers.
In summer, we are never at a loss for fresh meat, for you may count by dozens the large
native pigeons, as they sun their bronze and purple plumage, lazily perched on the top of
the totara pines, or gather in flocks to eat the berries of the puriri and karaka. They are the
most stupid birds in existence, and never seem to be much frightened at the discharge of a
gun, so long as they cannot see who fired it.
If one only had a few English comforts and friends up here, I think it would be the
pleasantest spot in existence. I have seen no bush or river scenery to equal it for quiet
loveliness; there is such an immense variety of foliage on the banks, and at a very short
distance from the mouth of the creek the water runs as clear as crystal between high, dense
bushes of the flax (our peculiar industry), from whose pendant crimson petals, on flowerstalks nearly thirty feet high, the wild bees gather the sweetest of honey.
Far away on the sky-line to the north-west, there is a mountain range extending from
Maunganui Bluff to Tutamoe, a high table-land with an abrupt precipitous face.
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You can hear the heavy boom of the breakers on the sea-coast, six miles away, where the
whole force of the ‘Western Pacific’ breaks upon the hard beach of white sand, along which
you can gallop for hours as straight as an arrow. The cliffs here and there show great seams
of lignite on their face, which makes me think that someday we shall be finding coal-fields in
the neighbourhood. Indeed we are right in the line of such a discovery, for the Bay of Islands
mine is but a short distance from us on the other coast.
In Moe Atua, one of the creeks running down to the sea, I found the remains of a French
frigate which was wrecked there in early times. Nothing now is left but a few heavy spars
and such iron rings as the Maori’s could not carry away. They say that Parore, one of our
landlords, secured about sixty tons of gunpowder from the wreck, and has it stowed away
safely in some remote corner.
But I must get back to our mill, and give a succinct historical account of it alone, for if I
wander off into details of other things the world it-self would not contain them all.
Before my arrival, Theodore had gone up with a couple of men to select a site, and clear the
river of snags.
They began with a series of mishaps; The first morning when they woke, they found the
blankets covered with large white patches, which at first sight they thought were the
drippings from their candle, but on closer examination and touch they discovered, to their
intense disgust, that the whole surface was a crawling mass of maggots, which the noisy
blow-flies had deposited there during the night.
I think this was the worst misery of all our bush life. Fleas, Maori bugs, sand flies and
mosquitoes were bad enough in their way (and we had plenty of them), but to hear, just as
you were dropping off to sleep, the loud buzz of these other loath some insects, as they
bobbed against the canvas of the tent, and then dropped on to one's blanket or clothes with
malicious intent, destroyed all the romance of camping out at once. I found a way of balking
them at last, by peppering, salting, and smoking everything woollen in my possession,
whilst, as an additional safeguard to the meat, we always kept it covered; or, if carving at
table, one of us would mount guard with a roll of newspaper to knock over our enemies,
whilst the other cut off what he wanted as rapidly as possible.
These plagues disappeared when we got a regular house built, for the little English fly came
in swarms, and actually worried their big brothers to death. They themselves proved
troublesome enough in turn, but were a vast improvement on their predecessors.
Misfortune the second was as follows;
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S, one of the hands, rowed down to the store at the mouth of the creek to buy provisions,
and bring back some house- blocks. We suppose the “dingy” must have caught on a
snag, and, in leaning over to free it, he fell out of the boat and was drowned; for the body
was found three days after- wards among some rushes in the river, whilst the “dingy” had
not capsized, but was floating right side up and half full of water. His poor dog “Jonah”
whined pitifully when he saw his master's dead body, and for a long time seemed quite
disconsolate, but has since attached himself to us, and will not follow anyone else.
When we got the stream cleared of snags, and the timber for the mill was ready, more
“hands” came up, and we were rather puzzled for a time how to lodge them all as there was
only one tent; but in a very short space of time they built themselves “whare’s” or huts, of a
very ingenious kind and perfectly waterproof.
The stakes at the four corners and sides were of manuka or ti-tree, while the roof and
intermediate spaces were made of the spreading leaves of the “nikau” palm, which
answered the purpose fully as well as the corrugated iron used by more ambitious
architects. Certainly in dry weather I have seen a house like this burnt down in about a
quarter of an hour; but then it really cost nothing but the half-day's labour to build another
exactly similar, so that, even though “Procsimusardet Eucalygon” no one troubles his head
about insurance up here.
Our nearest white neighbours are a colony of gum-diggers at the Kaiwaka swamp, two
miles lower down the river; they have built quite a little village of these "nikau" huts, and
live a most celibate life, for I don't think there is a woman in the settlement. They generally
work in parties of four and five, taking it in turn to remain at home to do the cooking, or
scrape the gum clean which has been brought in the previous day.
The first time I saw them at work with their gum-spears, they puzzled me as much as I did
my brother when he saw me stirring the porridge with the handle of a large wooden rake in
default of a spoon, as he came up the river one day. The "spear" is simply a spike of iron,
about a foot long, on the end of a pole, with which they “prick “the ground where the kauri
gum is found. Directly they hear the iron ring, they dig round the spot and find a lump of
gum, generally about nine inches beneath the surface. I think it brings twenty shillings a
hundred- weight on the spot, after being cleaned; but they have to pay the Maori a royalty
of five shillings, which reduces their profits.
If a man hits on a good ‘pocket’ of gum, he may make five or six pounds a week; but au
contraire, for weeks together he scarcely fills the sack on his back. The gum is used in
England and America for carriage varnish; and the children about here make very pretty
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little ornaments from it, much like clear transparent amber, with occasionally a flaky white
cloud in the centre. It cuts easily with a knife; and after carving it into a heart, cross, or what
not, you rub it with oil and wash leather before giving it a final polish with kerosene to
remove any scratches on the surface.
The most curious fact about it is that for miles and miles there is not a single kauri pine now
standing on the gum-fields; you sometimes see gigantic trunks lying across the swamps, half
buried in the mud, and in a semi-petrified state, but no live trees are to be seen in the
proximity.
The theory of the deposits is that in the active volcanic period of New Zealand, these
immense forests must have been kindled by the red-hot scoriae which fell over the country,
and that during the conflagration the liquid gum ran into the ground and solidified.
Certainly wherever you find a “hummock” of fern and earth, covering an old trunk, you are
almost sure to strike “gum” on the lower side of the hill, close beneath the tree. Both the
wood and the fossil gum make splendid fuel.
I have often crept out of my tent on a drenching wet morning to light a fire in the “open”
and cook an early breakfast, with a sense of despondency at successive failures with the
damp wood, until one fine day someone suggested making a blaze with a lump of “kauri
gum”
It burns like turpentine, and with the protection of a bank of sods at the back of my fireplace, and a sheet of corrugated iron to keep the “heavy wet" off, till I got a fair start, I used
to triumph over all weathers.
There was however a great feeling of relief at seeing our own “store” completed, with a
good roomy chimney, across which I could hang my kettle and keep a constant supply of hot
water for wet and hungry way- farers to make their tea or cocoa with.
They installed me as cook, and I found that my old experience as a fag at Eton came in very
useful to me. The worst of it was, that at school I had all the materials to my hand, and
some variety in the dishes; but here, one had to make the bread as well as toast it; and also
to bear patiently the muttered complaints of the men, as they saw the eternal junk of salt
beef, backed by sardines, potatoes, and even ship- biscuits, appear at every meal.
Every Sunday we managed to get enough pigeons and ducks to make a “sea-pie”.
And as some of my readers may not understand its mysteries, I shall give them the recipe,
for the chance of their ever being similarly circumstanced.
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You take a good sized iron pot, and put successive layers of paste, potatoes, and meat till
full, topping up with paste; of course there must be a little fat and some water to make the
gravy, and onions, if you have them; then you stew gently for about three quarters of an
hour, and a most savoury mess is produced, fit for the table of Belshazzar or the Emperor
Heliogabalus.
My expedients were becoming well-nigh exhausted at last, and I felt like a fellow-passenger
of mine between Melbourne and Adelaide, who said, as we leaned over the stern in
Lacepede Bay, and looked at the fish darting about, well! Now if we could get a bit of fat,
we might fry some of those fish, if we had “them”. But at last I resolved, as Mr. Dombey
urged his wife, to “make an effort”.
We sent for two fat sheep from Auckland, which duly arrived in the cutter, and which,
though costing the enormous sum of thirty-two shillings each, actually realised a handsome
profit retail at the extortionate price (for the colony) of sixpence a pound.
To my intense delight also, as I walked across country one evening, I lighted upon a bank of
the most beautiful mushrooms, with pink centres and creamy white tops, which I seized
upon instated and carried carefully home.
About the same time, our friends had sent us a box from England, with a number of little
delicacies, which can only be prized as they deserve when at such a distance from
civilisation. They shall have a treat at last, thought I, instead of the “toujours sardines” diet,
to which they have so long submitted; and accordingly, on this occasion, “the Soyer of the
camp” out-did himself. I annex the bill of fare:
Julienne Soup, made from little preserved squares, and sent in the box from home:
Roast leg of mutton, fried potatoes, and mushrooms:
Stewed prunes and figs, with rice:
Candied ginger:
Tea and cocoa, dried for a quarter of an hour before the fire, to bring out the flavour before
mixing.
We also unpacked our cask of crockery, and enjoyed our China tea-cups, saucers, plates,
etc., like Christians, instead of feeding from those horrible tin pannikins and dishes.
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The only rebuffs I encountered were that my scullery man, like King Alfred, let the cakes, or
rather rice, burn; and one of the “hands" a canny old Scotchman, objected to “the paddockstools” which I had stewed with butter and flour in my most artistic style.
It was not long before I got a cow and calf to these remote parts, to supplement my kitchen
with a dairy; but “there by hangs a tale” which I reserve for another chapter. The only
drawback to our table was the want of milk, though, if I had had all my wits about me, I
might have brought up some tins of the condensed milk from town.
There were many charms about this semi-savage life: among the greatest was the utter
absence of conventionalities: no tall black hats (“bell-toppers” a Ia coloniale), no gloves, no
stiff shirt-collars, even no coats on a hot day; and then, in the mornings, when you woke
with the fresh air of summer breathing gently in at the open door of the tent (for it hardly
ever blows hard between five and eight a. m.), you had but a few yards to walk from your
bed, and, with one plunge, were swimming in the cool waters of the Kaihu river, which ran
so alluringly close at hand.
People often talk of the rapid spread of the Anglo-Saxon race, and, when discussing its
greatness, wonder what signs of it will be left thousands of years hence, should the race
itself have disappeared.
Most observers would say that future generations of men will trace our power and genius
by the Cyclopean embankments and cuttings, which a spider-like net of railroads is forming
over the face of the habitable globe; but here in New Zealand, at least, three infallible
witnesses will be found to attest our influence.
I never rowed up a creek or back-water, in the most secluded part of the native country,
without finding an empty black beer-bottle from Tennant's Lady Well Brewery, Glasgow,
bobbing in the water: and I never crossed a flat, or any large tract of bush, without seeing a
sardine-tin, or an abandoned paper-collar, slowly settling down in the dust, to puzzle the
Lyells, and Lubbocks, and Murchison’s of a later day, when, in company with Macaulay’s
New Zealander, they visit the shores of England, and find similar deposits there in the strata
of the present epoch.
After the men had stopped work, eaten their supper, and lit their pipes, my brother or
myself, after drawing up to the fire our arm-chair (extemporised from a hip-bath, with a
pillow at the bottom of it), used to read aloud to them for an hour or two before we went to
bed.
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A good many of them had never seen Dickens’ works: and when we began “Martin
Chuzzlewit” you might have heard a pin drop in the old cook-house.
Every now and then they would give vent to their feelings, with an audible expression about
“that brute Pecksniff, serve him right” or a pitying shake of the head, as I read of Jonas
Chuzzlewit's brutality to his wife.
I almost frightened myself the night we got to that chapter about the murder of Mr.
Montagu; the wind whistled so gloomily round our wooden house, and just as we came to
the most horrible part of the story, the sheet of corrugated iron which served us for a door
fell in with a crash, and a blast of cold air came rushing through the aperture, as we jumped
from our seats with scared faces to look what had happened.
But there are no ghosts in New Zealand; the country is not old enough for such “sensations”
so we soon subsided into our beds, and slept as only those wearied with honest manual
labour in the finest climate in the world can sleep.
We think of building a house for the manager, up beyond a settlement called Taita, where
the chief Te Roore lives: the spot we are likely to choose is near the old ruins of the Missionstation, where Mr. Buller used to live.
The stream is fringed with willows, the banks are far out of the reach of floods; and, as far
as the eye can reach, is a fertile flat of Phormium and peach trees, from which last the
Maori used to bring us “kits” of delicious fruit the first summer we spent up here.
Since Theodore left me alone in my glory, I have had many queer experiences:
I went down to see him off by the “Pai-Marire” cutter, which derives its name from the Hau
Hau motto (Peace, be still), and found that my horse “Taffy” had arrived by that mail, with
the cow and calf, which I had been anxiously waiting for, to inaugurate my dairy
arrangements.
My brother rather laughed at the idea of getting the trio of quadrupeds overland that night,
through a meshwork of bush and swamps, which was puzzling enough in broad daylight;
but I resolved to make the attempt.
Having got the assistance of one of our boatmen, off we started about four o’clock, and in a
very few minutes our troubles began; the calf wouldn't be driven at all; the cow kept
running off the track, even after I had slung the calf across the horse's back to attract her
maternal instincts; but at last we devised a plan which promised every prospect of success.
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One of us mounted the horse and drove the cow; the other tied a rope to the calf, which ran
after its mother. Whenever the cow turned off the road, we checked the calf till we drove
her back, and she never went far without it.
So, by slow stages, we surmounted our difficulties until we had reached our southern
boundary line, the Maungatara Creek, where, as dusk fell, we entered Puhi’s swamp, which
was pretty familiar ground.
But alas! I was no better than a child when darkness came on; I lost my bearings directly,
and that infernal cow kept trotting off into soft places where my horse sank to the girths, if I
attempted to follow.
At last, about fifty yards from the further side of the swamp, we both fairly gave in; and,
leaving the cow hopelessly bogged, I took the horse to the edge, and tethered him to some
ti-tree. We then went back, and dragged the other poor beast out by her tail and horns, as
she moaned helplessly, and placed her on a little island of tussock grass, where we secured
the calf to a flax bush.
Next morning I found her lying exhausted in exactly the same place where I had left her the
previous night; and it took an hour and a half to haul her on to dry land, across that little bit
of a bog.
I never tried this amusement again, but drove her right round the head of the swamps, and
nearly over to the sea-coast, which, though it trebled the distance, was a far more simple
task, but to return to where I left the horse.
After mounting the hill, the sky became overcast, and, for the first time in my experience, I
was utterly and entirely “lost in the bush” It was no good walking further, for we had no
idea in what direction we were moving, so we sat down it he darkness for the morn to rise.
Presently we began to feel thirsty; but before we dare stir to look for water, we lit the
bushes for a beacon to guide us on our return.
After a long search, stumbling over “pockets” from which kauri gum had been dug, and
which are very awkward for a careless rider, we found a few small holes of rain-water,
which gave us enough to wet our lips; and then, after smoking our pipes in sullen silence for
a time at our wood fire, the Southern Cross suddenly peeped out, and the moon broke out
from the bank of clouds on the horizon.
I then recollected that if I could strike the native track to the west coast, and follow it along,
I should find a news- paper flag on the bushes, which would give me the direct line for
turning off home.
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We soon succeeded in our search, and arrived at the mill about half-past eleven at night. It
was very fortunate that my brother had thought of tying up these landmarks of paper as we
were exploring short cuts over our block of land, as in daylight we could see them a quarter
of a mile away; and by constantly making a bee line for them, and chopping here and there
a ti-tree to guide us in between, we soon established a well- defined track on the nearest
and best line of march.
We used to find it hardest to prevent circling round and round when cutting a road in the
forest, for then one had no view ahead; but the compass afforded some assistance and we
could also start from different sides, giving an occasional call, as we neared each other, to
see if we were going straight.
I could never resist slicing off the head of a “nikau-palm” as I passed, if it looked particularly
tempting, for the white succulent flesh of the young leaves is very like celery in consistency
and taste.
I think it quite possible that we shall make some use, too, of the leaves of the cabbage-tree
(what Lady Barker calls the ti-tree palm): the fibre is very strong and clean, but short, and
requires boiling to get rid of the green outer coating.
What puzzles one most in our amateur road-making, is the way in which the face of the
country alters in the wet season: where we walked dry-shod the other day, we find
next week either a treacherous bog, or else it is chest deep in water: and I have had one
short acquaintance with a summer “fresh” that is vividly impressed on my memory still.
There had been three months of consecutive sun-shine, and we had stacked our timber for
the mill, close to where it was landed, in apparent safety. The rain came at last without any
previous warning; and for three days we had an unceasing down-pour.
The first night made me take to the “store” for I had the weather-side of the tent, and after
a vain attempt to sleep in my mackintosh, I found the insidious drip and patter from the roof
was sure to creep in at some weak or exposed corner, and give one a cold shiver as it
trickled down the body.
During the next two days the river kept rising rapidly, for the dry ground was unable to drink
in the rain fast enough owing to the previous drought, which had caked it so hard; and all
the surface drainage ran off at once as from a duck's back. I felt uneasy the third day, when
the water had reached the level of the banks, and sat up measuring its rise, which was at
the rate of an inch every half hour.
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I carried the bulletins to the tent, where one of my companions still held out bravely; and
after my repeated warnings had wakened him from an incipient drowse into a state of the
most fidgety watchfulness; he at last sprang to his feet, with an exclamation of “Here it
comes through the tent”.
We carried all our possessions up the hill side, and out of harm's way; and then, at two a.
m. worked hard to remove our timber to a safe distance, splashing about in the overflow
which had already reached the stack.
It was only after having to “turn” out like this, or when one had passed a restless night with
other little torments, which abound in newly-cleared places, that I ever regretted the
luxuries of a town, or thought that I had bragged a little too much of the “glorious liberty”
of bush-life.
“Romoe Tibur amem, ventoso Tibure Romam” is a far truer remark than most of us think
and I am afraid, at this distance, I think only of the delights of that life; but if boating on that
lovely river, and breathing that pure air, was pleasant to me after coming from Oxford,
where our Nuneham water-parties at Commemoration time had the additional charms of
female society, and other creature comforts that were missing here, what must such a life
appear to a working-man from the old country ?
There he probably tastes meat but seldom; he undergoes real hard-ships, in a miserable
climate, and on stinted wages; but here, one of our “hands” actually grumbled because he
could only lay by fourteen shillings out of his thirty shillings a-week.
On a wet day I have known the boat-men refuse to turn out and brave the inclemency of
the day, and leave us ourselves to carry the mails down to Mangawhare, whilst they did a
"government stroke” and lolled in their huts over a pipe.
Any labourer who can pay his passage out to New Zealand is a fool to remain at home: for
here he feels himself almost on equal terms with the man of capital, and has him almost at
his mercy.
So far from losing in social advantages by the change, as an educated gentleman may do,
he makes a positive gain in this respect; and, if he is only fairly steady and saving, may
realise a position which he could never attain to in older countries, where the laws of caste
and prejudice are so tyrannical in their operation. "Slow rises worth, by poverty oppressed”
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may be true of England: but in America or New Zealand, a poor man, who will not loaf or be
ashamed of manual labour, is bound to get on well.
We have already built seven cottages for our workmen, which they occupy free of rent; and
they are quite at liberty to enclose a piece of land for garden produce, which begins to give
a ship-shape appearance to Katangi, our first village.
I rather enjoy christening the new spots with old and well-remembered names from home;
for instance, we intend to pick out a site for "Aigburth" settlement, if enough people would
come out from Liverpool to entitle it to the name; and I think myself it removes the feeling
of exile, which emigrants experience on first reaching their adopted country, to find familiar
names already planted there.
Theodore is, however, is inclined to adopt the rule of retaining Maori names, wherever they
are really poetical and decent (many being quite unfit for translation), which would not
leave much room for my scheme. It adds very much to this same illusion, if all the settlers
bring a few flower seeds from home to scatter broadcast in this flower- less island.
Though the ferns and creepers are so exquisite in their variety, I know of only two flowers,
the Rata and the Phormium, which shine out conspicuously with their scarlet or crimson
blossoms from an all-pervading green. I have sown a little packet of cowslips near the mill
already; and I fully intend that, before many years elapse, the country under our care shall
be covered with daisies, primroses, and heather each returning spring.
Everything that grows at home should grow still better here, if I am not mistaken; and it
would be a real delight to find violets and lily-of-the-valley in the “bush” whilst the more
domestic roses and carnations lent a novel brightness to the house-front.
It is not much use to attempt a vegetable garden, until we get a strong enclosure built to
keep out the pigs, —not the wild pigs, but an impudent little porker, called Tommy, which
our friend Parore gave us when calling one day.
He is provokingly tame; but as he does not “pay the rent" like Paddy's pig, we occasionally
come to loggerheads, when I find him rooting up my turnips, or invading the sacred
precincts of the “store” where he sometimes steals a surreptitious doze, nestled in a heap of
shavings. Often when we are out walking, he will follow us for miles like a dog; and I could
never make up my mind to kill him, even when at the last extremities for fresh meat. What
can one do, when he confides so securely in your honour? It is impossible to…
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DESTRUCTION BY FIRE
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 4752, 16 NOVEMBER 1872, PAGE 2…

A CORRESPONDENT WRITES US AS FOLLOWS ANENT THE TOTAL DESTRUCTION BY FIRE OF THE KAIHU FLAX MILL AT KAIPARA,
BELONGING TO MESSRS’ FRASER AND TINNE: — “THE MILL CAUGHT FIRE BY A SPARK FROM THE CHIMNEY ENTERING
BETWEEN THE RIDGING OF THE ROOF AND FALLING ON TO THE UPPER FLOOR, IN WHICH A QUANTITY OF FLAX, PREVIOUS TO
UNDERGOING THE SCUTCHING PROCESS, HAD BEEN PLACED. THERE WAS AN OPENING IN THE FLOOR FOR LOWERING BALES
INTO THE BASEMENT STOREY, AND THIS CAUSED A DRAUGHT LIKE A FAN TO PASS THROUGH THE ROOM.
THE FLAX HAD IGNITED AND THE RAFTERS HAD CAUGHT BEFORE THE DISASTER WAS OBSERVED; AND IT WAS THEN TOO
LATE. THERE WAS AN ENORMOUS CENTRIFUGAL PUMP WORKED BY THE ENGINE, BUT THE FIRE HAD REACHED THE SPOT
BEFORE THE PUMP COULD BE BROUGHT INTO OPERATION. THE WHOLE BUILDING, MACHINERY, AND FLAX IN STORE WORE
DESTROYED INSIDE OF AN HOUR, SO SURELY AND RAPIDLY DID THE FIRE DO ITS WORK OF DESTRUCTION. NOTHING WAS
INSURED, AND FIFTY HANDS ARE THROWN OUT OF EMPLOYMENT. IT IS CERTAIN THE FIRE WAS ACCIDENTAL, AND NO BLAME
IS TO BE ATTACHED TO ANYONE. IT IS SAID THE BUILDING WILL BE RE-ERECTED, BUT PROBABLY NOT UNTIL THE RETURN OF
MR. TINNE, WHO IS AT PRESENT IN ENGLAND, WHERE HE HAS GONE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROCURING MACHINERY OF THE
LATEST IMPROVED DESCRIPTION”.
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THE DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS C 1872 ALSO REPORTS
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10 JANUARY, 1873:
The New Zealand Fibre Company has been registered in England with a capital of 40,000 pounds. Nearly
10,000 pounds has been subscribed by nine Liverpool men.

EVENING POST, VOLUME VIII, ISSUE 290, 10 JANUARY 1873

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 4859, 24 MARCH 1873
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXIX,
ISSUE 4866, 1 APRIL 1873

NEW ZEALAND HEMP
STAR, ISSUE 1678, 12 JULY 1873
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXIX,
ISSUE 5095, 19 DECEMBER 1873

1874: MACHINERY HAS ARRIVED FOR THE FLAX MILL AND OTHER
KAIPARA SIGNAL STATION
COLONIST, VOLUME XVI, ISSUE 1708, 22 JANUARY 1874, PAGE 3
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BRUCE HERALD, VOLUME VI, ISSUE 567, 30 JANUARY 1874

THE MACHINERY JUST LANDED FROM THE NAWORTH, FOR THE NEW ZEALAND FIBRE COMPANY, HAS ATTRACTED A GOOD
DEAL OF ATTENTION DURING THE PAST FEW DAYS, IT WAS SELECTED BY MR. TINNE DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO ENGLAND,
AND CONTAINS ALL THE LATEST INVENTIONS AND PATENTS IN FLAX DRESSING MACHINERY . SOME IDEA MAY BE FORMED OF
THE QUANTITY EXPORTED IN THE NAWORTH BY MENTIONING THAT THE WILD WAVE IS NOW LOADING WITH A PORTION,
AND IT IS CONTEMPLATED SENDING THE REMAINDER TO KAIPARA BY THE BARQUE AMATEUR, NOW DISCHARGING CARGO
ALONGSIDE THE WHARF. WE BELIEVE THAT AN OFFER WAS PREVIOUSLY MADE TO THE CAPTAIN OF THE NAWORTH TO
PROCEED ROUND TO KAIPARA HARBOUR TO DISCHARGE THE MACHINERY BUT THE MATTER OF INSURANCE ON THE VESSEL
STOOD IN THE WAY OF ITS ACCEPTANCE.
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SOME OF THE NEW MACHINERY IS AS FOLLOWS…
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXX, ISSUE 5135, 5 FEBRUARY 1874
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KAIPARA SIGNAL STATION
Frequent complaints have been made respecting the position of the pilot signalling station
at Kaipara Heads. Not only is the station too far distant from the mouth of the harbour, but
it is also on the wrong side of the entrance. Repeatedly has this been pointed out, and the
subject has also been brought before the
Provincial Council, and if we remember rightly a sum was voted for the removal of the
station to the opposite side from that it now occupies. The necessity for this removal is
pressing. A vessel, the Amateur grounded at the entrance to the harbour on Saturday last,
while sailing in, and that accident was caused as the master reports, from the fact of his
being unable to see the signal. The Amateur however, was fortunately got off without loss
of cargo, but had to be beached afterwards, in order to ascertain if any, and what damages
she had sustained. These are said not to be serious, some injuries to the ship's bottom
being all that in reported. But the important point is that such an accident should have
occurred through such a cause as alleged: that cause being defects in the pilotage
arrangements with which the authorities have for a long time been familiar. A good and
useful and capacious harbour, of no doubtful entrance if proper directions are given and
can be seen — a harbour in an important and fertile district obtains a bad name because
the necessary provisions are neglected. The Amateur had on board €4,000 worth of plant
imported from England belonging to the New Zealand Fibre Company which is now
establishing a new industry at Kaipara. Had that machinery been lost through the present
accident, and if the alleged cause of the accident is the true one, it would have been a
serious delay, and perhaps may have caused a stoppage of the adventure that this company
is now proceeding with; and all through a neglect which cannot too soon be remedied. If
inquiry is necessary into this grounding and the causes which led to the accident, let that
inquiry be made at once, and the remedy at once applied.

BIRTH AT THE FLAX MILL
MARIA FLORENCE ROGERS Born
21 November 1874
Kaihu Flax Mill, New Zealand Died
03 May 1931 Place Unknown
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1875: AT LAST PRODUCTS ARE BEING PRODUCED AT THE MILL…
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXI, ISSUE 5422, 8 JANUARY 1875

Our correspondent writes: — to the newly arrived, the whereabouts of the Wairoa must be sorely
perplexing. It is a peculiarity of Maori nomenclature that the same names recur not only in the same
province but throughout the whole colony. Owing to the tribal feuds between the aborigines, at a period
anterior to the occupation of New Zealand by Europeans, leading to bloodshed and the annihilation and
captivity of the vanquished, the victors generally calling the captured country by the appellation of the last
places occupied, cultivated, or settled upon by them for any length of time, and to which their tribal title
was fully established. Our special locality then is in the northern part of the Kaipara estuary, a broad
expanse of water throwing out navigable branches southerly to Helensville, the terminus of our Northern
Railroad ; easterly to Oruawharo, Albert Land, and the Otamatea ; and northerly, the Wairoa River,
navigable for 6O miles for heavy draught sea-going vessels, and forming, as a whole, as valuable a network
of water communication as could possibly be desired for a country destined to be the manufacturing
district of the colony.
Its present industrial products are timber, coal (on the east coast), kauri gum, flax, cordage, gunny bags,
and paper manufactured at the works of the New Zealand Fibre Company, on the Kaihu Creek. Its
agricultural products do not suffice for the demand although the prices paid are highly remunerative —
potatoes, 14 shillings per cwt. ; onion 8 pence per lb.; butter I shilling and 9 pence per pound . The settlers
content themselves with raising cattle, poultry, and produce thereof, and betake to gum digging when
prices rule high or jobbing work on the highways or bush.
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXI, ISSUE 5635, 28 OCTOBER 1875

For some time past, operations have been quietly going on at the Kaihu mills, in the district of Northern
Wairoa, where a very complete and extensive plant has been erected by Messer’s Fraser and Tinne. The
Kaihu Co (limited) has expended a considerable amount of money in the enterprise, something like 27,000
pounds and, from the quality of the article, submitted to us by Mr. Tinne, we should say that the company
has a fair future before it.
There are now lying at this office sample of wrapping- paper, cardboard, and roofing felt, which for quality
and cheapness should certainly take the command of the market.
The paper is of a fine close texture, and strong almost as parchment. It will tear, but not break, and the
prepared cardboard, for roofing purposes, is certainly better quality than the imported felt roofing, and
can be sold here for two pence per foot.
The matting manufactured by the Kaihu Company is cheaper than the coir matting and will stand three
times the wear and tear. Altogether, we may consider the result of these operations as most successful.
Mr. Tinne has had much to contend with in his new enterprise.
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For course paper, such as that manufactured at the Kaihu mills, there is a large demand for the Colony, and
once the article gets into use and becomes known and appreciated, the imported material is bound to
yield the palm to it.

GREY RIVER ARGUS, VOLUME XVI,
ISSUE 2255, 30 OCTOBER 1875
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NEW ZEALAND FIBRE COMPANY LTD

Auckland Star, Volume VII, Issue 2079, 9 October 1876, Page 1
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Daily Southern Cross, Volume XXXII, Issue 5312, 21 October 1876, Page 5
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Nelson Evening Mail, Volume XII, Issue 180, 1 August 1877, Page 2
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Auckland Star, Volume XXVI, Issue 4478, 15 September 1884, Page 3

Otago Daily Times, Issue 8831, 14 June 1890, Page 1
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII,
ISSUE 5718, 20 JANUARY 1876

LARGE LAND PURCHASES IN NORTHERN WAIROA
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII,
ISSUE 5739, 18 FEBRUARY 1876

15 APRIL 1876 DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS

The visitor to Kaihu should not neglect to take a trip
up the Kaihu Creek to the New Zealand Fibre
Company's Works, situated about nine miles up. The
buildings are most extensive, and present a fine
appearance. The houses for the occupation of the
men are well built, and roofed with felt, made on the
premises The machinery is of the most extensive and
expensive kind. A large amount of capital has been
expended: it is to be regretted, with little return.
The articles turned out consist of rope, twine,
matting, roofing felt, and paper. The raw material is
dressed, and then worked up.
About £2,000 worth of machinery has l recently
arrived, and will be put at work as soon as fitted
together. I believe that more attention will be given
to the manufacture of paper, and it is to be hoped
that some success will crown the enterprise that has
had so many difficulties to contend with. The
management is in the hands of Mr. Tinne.
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GOOD TEMPLARS LODGE AT THE FLAX MILL
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII,
ISSUE 5257, 18 AUGUST 1876

Good Templar’s: This temperance movement is making vary rapid strides in parts of this district. There are
three lodges of Good Templar’s now upon this river, namely, the Northern Wairoa Pioneer, No. 86: at
Aratapu; the Star of Te Kopuru, No. 67: at Te Kopuru, and the Kaitanga, at the Kaihu Flax Mills.
As to their progress, I may state the that the first one, which was only opened a few weeks since with
nineteen members, now number twice as many, some of whom come many miles to attend the lodge
meetings which are very interesting to its members.
I have no reports to make as to the officers elected in these Lodges as those elected at the several
openings are opposed to hold office during this quarter, there are however, two changes in the Star of Te
Kopuru Lodge, Brother Darlington being elected W.C.T. and Brother Callagher W.V.T.
Medical— Dr. Lawton has agreed to remain as surgeon of the district, and has accordingly taken up his
residence at Te Kopuru. - [Own Correspondence]

MORE MERCHANDISE FOR THE MILL
ENGLISH SHIPPING
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 5264, 26 AUGUST 1876

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME VII, ISSUE 2079, 9 OCTOBER 1876

THE MILL ATTRACTS VISITORS
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 5312, 21 OCTOBER 1876, PAGE 5

Kaihu; I am happy to report that squaring and other
bush work is being carried on with the utmost vigour,
especially in the large bushes belonging to Mr. J. M.
Dargaville and Co. This firm are now loading the
barque “Harriett Armitage” with spars for China. While
reporting the loading of the barque “Harriett
Armitage” I have been requested to state the same
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firm loaded the “Moss Glen” with spars for China some short time since at the Te Kopuru, so that the
vessel “Moss Glen” was not loaded by the Te Kopuru Company as before stated.
Since my last I have paid a visit to the mills belonging to the New Zealand Fibre Company at Kaitangata,
and which are more commonly known as the Kaihu Flax mills. On this visit I report as follows :—
Considerable alterations and improvements are being made to the various buildings, sheds, factories and
mills, in consequence of which no work is at present being carried on in utilizing the New Zealand flax, the
only work now being the laying of foundations and erection of buildings ; amongst some of the erections I
may mention a shed of 300 yards long, to be used as a rope walk, and another large building 90ft. by 90ft.
to be used as a mill.
There is a considerable quantity of machinery ready for erection as soon as the different sheds are ready to
receive them. This machinery was brought here by the schooners “Peri” and “Favourite” also by the barque
“Prince Alfred” The machinery is chiefly from England, and is for various purposes.
In addition to the machinery lying ready for erection, I saw innumerable machines in the buildings already
erected, which have been used in various experiments for utilizing New Zealand flax in various ways, such
as the manufacturing of paper, twine, ropes, sacking, matting, &c.
I understand that shortly after Christmas everything will be in full working order and that there will
necessarily be a great number of hands employed. Even at the present time, with the mill stopped, there
are a goodly number of residents who appear to be living very comfortably, although so far from town.
They have regular church services in connection with the Church of England, the Rev. T. F. Baker paying it a
visit and holding divine service in the school-room once every month.
They also have a Good Templar lodge, which meets weekly (every Monday evening) in the same place; and
in the absence of the manager, Mr. T. F. S. Tinne, the district appears to be well cared for by Mr. Budding,
the acting-manager, a gentleman who appears to have the good of the district and its residents at heart.
Note: A school room was at the mill also the making of paper.
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1877: INVESTED ABOUT THIRTY THOUSAND POUNDS
WAIKATO TIMES, VOLUME X, ISSUE 723, 3 FEBRUARY 1877, PAGE 1
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NORTH OTAGO TIMES, VOLUME XXVI, ISSUE 1660, 15 AUGUST 1877

1878: Kaihu No 1 was purchased by the New Zealand Fibre Company who now own all of
the machinery at the Katanga Flax works
About 41,000 acres was purchased as the following news clips would indicate that Parore
and others had the Maunganui block of about 47,000 acres awarded to him by the Native
Lands court in 1876 and also held land in the Kaihu Valley of about 43000 acres and some…
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME IX, ISSUE 2440, 17 JANUARY 1878

1880: ACCIDENT ON THE KAIHU RIVER
NORTH OTAGO TIMES, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 2664, 24 DECEMBER 1880

A gum digger named O’Connor was burned to death in his whare at China- man’s Landing, Kaihu Creek. He
sold his gum at the flax mill; received 12 pounds and afterwards went to Kaihu. Returned with drink that is
said to been the cause of death.
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1881: AUCKLAND FIBRE COMPANY IS ESTABLISHED
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XII, ISSUE 3428, 29 JULY 1881

In our advertising columns will be found the prospectus of the: Auckland Fibre Manufacturing Company
which is in course of formation. The capital is to be £25,000, in £1 shares, and it is proposed to call up
£20,000, as follows —2s 6d per share' on; application, 2a 6d per share on allotment, 5s per share three
months after allotment, 3a per share six months after allotment, and 3a per share nine-months after
allotment.
The provincial directors are Messrs H. F. Anderson, J. M. Clark, Holdship, Lawrie, T. Morrin, A. McGregor,
C.B. Stone, and Tinne. Arrangements-have been made to take over the plant and business of the Auckland
Rope Company and the machinery of' the New Zealand Fibre Company at Kaihu. It is proposed to
manufacture New Zealand and Manila hemp, flax, and other vegetable fibres into rope, twine; matting,
sacks, etc., and the promoters have been in communication with a leading English firm regarding the
necessary preparing machinery for the production of the- reaper and binder twine. Mr William Johnston
has been appointed manager and Secretary, and Mr Alexander Saunders, broker. Applications for shares
may be sent to either of these gentlemen.
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TIMARU HERALD, VOLUME XXXVII,
ISSUE 2537, 8 NOVEMBER 1881

SOUTHLAND TIMES, ISSUE 4539, 29 JANUARY 1883

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVI,
ISSUE 4478, 15 SEPTEMBER 1884
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TIMARU HERALD, VOLUME XXXVII, ISSUE 2537, 8 NOVEMBER 1882, PAGE 4

~ 131 ~
SOUTHLAND TIMES, ISSUE 4539, 29 JANUARY 1883, PAGE 4
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 119, 21 MAY 1891, PAGE 12

OTAGO DAILY TIMES , ISSUE 10474, 25 SEPTEMBER 1895, PAGE 1
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVI, ISSUE 120, 29 MAY 1885, PAGE 2

TIMARU HERALD, VOLUME XXXVII, ISSUE 2537, 8 NOVEMBER 1882, PAGE 4
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SOUTHLAND TIMES , ISSUE 4539, 29 JANUARY 1883, PAGE 4
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 119, 21 MAY 1891, PAGE 12
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OTAGO DAILY TIMES , ISSUE 10474, 25 SEPTEMBER 1895, PAGE 1
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1885: NEW ZEALAND FIBRE COMPANY SELLS KAIHU NO 1
WANGANUI CHRONICLE 7 APRIL 1885

GREAT UNRESERVED SALE OF FREEHOLD PROPERTY
40,638 ACRES
SITUATED AT NORTH KAIPARA
VAILE & DOUGLAS HAVE RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO SELL BY AUCTION, AT THEIR LAND AGENT ROOMS,
SHORTLAND-STREET, ON THURSDAY, APRIL 16TH,THE WHOLE OF THE NEW ZEALAND FIBRE COMPANIES FREE
HOLD PROPERTIES, AS UNDER, KAIHU, NORTHERN WAIROA, KAIPARA, KNOWN AS KAIHU NO 1.
Bounded on the west by the Pacific Ocean for 13 miles: and on the east by the Kaihu River for 10 miles:
There are several large buildings and numerous cottages on the property. The land is of mixed quality; that
along the river consists of rich alluvial flats, covered partly with heavy bush of kahikatea, puriri, rata, and
other valuable timber, and partly ti tree and flax. Numerous and extensive swamps run inland from the
river, all being easily capable of drainage. Between the swamps the land consists of varying quality, but the
fact of white clover now spreading itself over them shows that even these portions of the block are
capable of supplying food for stock. The western or coast side consists of undulating land of the wellknown stamp of “West Coast Lands” which readily take grass and clover when the fern is burnt off. This
Grand Estate, containing sixty-three and a-half square miles, will be offered at the low upset price of 5s per
acre. Distance from Auckland, 120 miles by rail and steamer- Title under the Land Transfer Act.

Note: This advertisement does not mention that there was a flax mill for sale as well?
And it would appear that Mr Nimmo from Australia has purchased most of this land 1885
and the flax mill was still operating up until at least 1888 as that is when Mr Tinne retired.

~ 139 ~

Notes; James Nimmo purchases Kaihu No1 off The New Zealand Fibre Company with the
view of mining for coal and oil.
Edwin Mitchelson leases the rights to extract gum and sets up trading stores in the Valley.
James Trounson leases the grazing rights.
Auckland Fibre Company recommences with producing flax fibre.
James Trounson purchases a small block or two off Nimmo at the Flax Mill, Parore: builds
two fine homes and sets up a butcher shop.
Here James resided not far from the Flax Mill at Parore for many years raising sheep and
cattle at Maropiu and on Kaihu No 1.
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVI,
ISSUE 120, 29 MAY 1885

MR NIMMO PURCHASES KAIHU NO 1
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Notes: In 1876, when Joseph Dargaville sold his timber interests, Mitchelson took over
the other enterprises. E Mitchelson with his brothers Richard and John (E. Mitchelson and
Company 1876) which later in 1886 extended its activities to include the timber
trade leased the gum digging rights from Mr. Nimmo of the Kaihu Estate for
approximately twelve hundred pounds a year.

Mitchelson’s Lease off Nimmo…
Kaihu blocks 1-3-4: about 40,000 acres owned by Mr Nimmo. Rent 1893, 1,000 pounds.
Kaihu No 1a: about 2,400 acres held by Mr James Trounson. Rent 1893, 40 pounds.
Kaihu No 2: being 9,800 acres off the Maori. Rent 125 pounds.
Opanake: 7,130 acres off the Maori. Rent 125 pounds.
Total: 1290 pounds.
The brothers Mitchelson’s had trading stores at Dargaville, the Flax mill Parore, Babylon,
Maropiu, and Opanake/Kaihu. Not at Aranga as some punters have said in the past.
In 1893 there were approximately 267 Austrians, 225 British and 127 Maori working on this
field: Output 1138 tons. 11

OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 1804, 18 JUNE 1886, PAGE 22

The New Zealand fibre company beginning its financial year with a balance in hand ends with a debit of 500
pounds owing to the diminished consumption of binding twine and proposes working half time.

11 SOURCE: ALL STATISTICS GIVEN BY RICHARD MITCHELSON AT THE 1893 COMMISSION.

~ 142 ~
IMPORTANT COMPENSATION CASE
EVENING POST, VOLUME XXXVI, ISSUE 69, 19 SEPTEMBER 1888

FLAX MILL SCHOOL ROLL BABYLON
Elizabeth and Margaret Archibald: Bertnam Booker: Amie, Charlotte, Jack and Katie Craven:
Harry Davis: Kuata and Raku Hami: Charles, Florence, Henrietta Harris: Harry Davis: Meri
and Smith Hohua: Beara and Paul McCarthy: Charles, James and Robert Mackie: Charles,
Hariata, Martha and Tuhi Maihi: Po Matini: Nellie Neal: Kapo Raihi: Richard Rupana: Kate
Tane: Rita Thompson: Walter Tawaewae: Lena Watene.

~ 143 ~
1888: BREAKING NEWS
A Wellington syndicate, represented by Mr. Robert Stansell, of Shannon, has, according to a North
Auckland newspaper, acquired considerable areas of flax land in the Kaihu and Awakino districts, Northern
Wairoa. It is intended to drain the whole area, and work it upon up-to date lines, the capital to be
expended being not less than £100,000. When the swamps are completely drained, it is believed that
sufficient flax will be available to run from ten to twelve mills, about 500 hands being engaged in cutting
and milling.
OTAGO DAILY TIMES,
ISSUE 8831, 14 JUNE 1890

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXII,
ISSUE 119, 21 MAY 1891
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AUCKLAND STAR 3 MARCH 1891
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OTAGO DAILY TIMES,
ISSUE 10474, 25 SEPTEMBER 1895

1908: BUSH FIRES AT KAIHU DESTROY HUNDREDS OF
ACRES OF FLAX

HAWERA AND NORMANBY STAR 13 FEB 1908

OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 2785, 31 JULY 1907

STILL IN OPERATION ELECTORS WERE ADDRESSED AT THE
FLAX MILL
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FEBRUARY 18TH 1908: BLAST FROM THE PAST
HOBSON COUNTY COUNCIL
PURCHASE OF FLAX ON COUNTY ROADS

Tenders are invited until noon Thursday 20th for the purchase of flax on the following Kaihu Valley from
Mt Wesley to Tikinui, from Tikinui to Pouto;
All roads in the Wairoa Riding, all roads in the Tangowahine Riding;
Prices to be for a lump sum in each case and term to be for one year with right of renewal.
M.G. Lambert, County Clerk
1920: NEW MILL ESTABLISHED AT AWAKINO POINT DARGAVILLE
NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 7 FEBRUARY 1920, PAGE 2
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5
MAIN PLAYERS IN THE KAIHU FLAX
INDUSTRY
FRASER, GEORGE 1832 – 1901
ENGINEER, FOUNDRY PROPRIETOR, SHIP OWNER, PART OWNER KATANGI FLAX MILL

LEFT: GEORGE FRASER WAS BORN AT ABERDEEN, ABERDEEN SHIRE, SCOTLAND, ABOUT 1832, THE SON
OF RACHEL GRAY AND HER HUSBAND, GEORGE FRASER, AN IRON MOULDER. AFTER ATTENDING A LOCAL
SCHOOL HE WAS APPRENTICED AT THE AGE OF 14 TO HALL, CATTO, THOMPSON, AND COMPANY,
ENGINEERS AND IRON SHIPBUILDERS OF ABERDEEN. WHEN HE HAD COMPLETED HIS INDENTURES,
FRASER SERVED FIRST AS A DRAUGHTSMAN WITH SMITH AND TULLOCH, ENGINEERS OF GREENOCK,
THEN BRIEFLY AS MANAGER OF THE CAULTON FOUNDRY IN GLASGOW.

On 8 October 1854 at Glasgow George Fraser married
Christina Davidson. They were to have seven sons and three
daughters. The couple embarked on the Cornubia, arriving at
Auckland, New Zealand, on 30 April 1855. They immediately
moved north to Matakana where George had been
appointed assistant manager of the flax mill for the Glasgow
engineers Hopkins and Wilson. In 1856 George, Christina and
their first child shifted to Auckland where George became
the engineer at the Wharf Flour Mill of Thornton, Smith and
Firth.
In 1861 George Fraser established his own foundry and in 1865 was joined in partnership by
Theodore Tinne: (Tinne retired about 1885 and the firm later became known as George
Fraser and Sons.)
The site of the first plant was in Mechanics Bay, and the initial output concentrated on
sawmilling plant and general machinery, especially flax-dressing machinery. By applying his
engineering knowledge and skills to the rudimentary machines then in use, Fraser enabled
his firm to gain a leading place in the New Zealand flax industry.
Fraser and Tinne also developed a flax mill at Kaihu which, with the aid of the firm's
machinery, was later turned to the production of paper.
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The firm also provided heavy machinery and boilers for the stamping plants on the quartz
goldfields at Thames, Karangahake and Waihi.
Increasingly, Fraser designed much of his machinery for ships. Fraser had built his first
marine steam engine in 1867 for the coastal packet Tauranga. In 1872 he delivered two
sets of compound surface-condensing engines and high-pressure boilers - the first of their
kind to be built in Auckland - for the locally built steamers Southern Cross and Rowena. At
St Barnabas Point further waterside premises for subsidiary works were leased for the
firm's marine activities, and Fraser and Tinne moved the main plant from its original site to
larger premises in Stanley Street under the new title, Phoenix Foundry.
Until this time all locally built ships had been constructed of wood, but on 20 November
1876 George Fraser launched the first iron vessel constructed in Auckland, the Rotomahana
The firm used the ship for the Auckland--Thames trade, where it continued to run for many
years. All vessels owned by Fraser flew a yellow house flag bearing a phoenix. Fraser was
also a member of some of the syndicates which formed the Northern Steam Ship Company
Limited in 1881.
In January 1884 he successfully salvaged the large steamer Triumph from the shore at
Tiritiri Island, a task many had believed to be beyond local resources. Having purchased the
vessel for £2,100 he had it afloat and in Auckland harbour within weeks. However,
problems arose. The Triumph was too long for the local dry dock and a coffer-dam had to
be constructed to enable the work to be completed. His subsequent attempts to trade the
vessel failed and it had to be sold in Britain in 1888.
By 1900, when Fraser handed over active control to his sons, the Phoenix Foundry was by
far the largest engineering works in Auckland. The main plant occupied over two acres,
complete with moulding equipment, steam hammers and heavy cranes; the subsidiary
works were devoted mainly to serving the nearby shipping industry.
George Fraser did not have much time for public life. He served briefly on the Auckland
Harbour Board from 1873 to 1874, but soon found the conflict with his commercial
responsibilities too great to continue. He was also a member of the committee of the
Auckland Technical School from its inception.
George Fraser died at his Auckland home on 29 July 1901; his wife, Christina, had died in
February that year. He had long been respected as an innovative engineer with a practical
bent.
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Although one of the largest employers in the city, Fraser was regarded as one of the most
caring: Apprentices trained in his works carried his methods and skills throughout
Australasia long after his death. 12

12 SOURCE: W. A. LAXON: MR GEORGE FRASER (OF FRASER AND TINNE) PHOENIX FOUNDRY: AUCKLAND WEEKLY NEWS. 1 NOV. 1881 (SUPP.) OBITUARY:
AUCKLAND WEEKLY NEWS: 2 AUG. 1901
THE RESOURCES OF NEW ZEALAND: PART 2. ED. G. E. ALDERTON. WHANGAREI, 1898
THORNTON, G. G. NEW ZEALAND'S INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE: WELLINGTON, 1982
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1908: A SON OF GEORGE FRASER GIVES THE PAPER AN ACCOUNT OF HIS DAD’S ACHIEVEMENTS…

MARLBOROUGH EXPRESS, VOLUME XLII, ISSUE 66, 19 MARCH 1908
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TINNE, THEODORE FREDERIC SANDBACH
BORN: 02 JUN 1840, DIED: 19 FEB 1913
1865: T.F.S. TINNE PARTNERS UP WITH GEORGE FRASER
IN THE ENGINEERING BUSINESS IN AUCKLAND

Born: at Liverpool England.
Eldest surviving son of John A Tinne: of Briarly Aigburth near Liverpool.
Married: Mary Stuart Butler 1876 Cincinnati USA August the 9th at the bride’s parents
residence by the Rev Richard Gray.
Mary born: 22 10 1842 Hamilton Cincinnati Ohio USA
Eldest daughter of Thos S Butler Esquire Cincinnati Ohio
Mary died: 12 9 1880
Buried at: St Stephens Anglican churchyard Parnell Auckland NZ
Children…
Margaret Stuart Tinne, b. 12 Sep 1878, Auckland, New Zealand, d. date unknown.
Philip Tinne, b. 31 Aug 1880, Auckland, New Zealand, d. 07 Oct 1908, Khulna, Bengal.
Notes for Theodore;
Occupation 1: 1861: Mechanical Engineer.
Occupation 2: 1864: Pioneer Engineer in the flax industry and other New Zealand
industries.
Occupation 3: 1891: Retired Engineer.
Residence 1: 1861: Mersey Road, Garston, Lancashire.
Residence 2: 1864: Auckland and sometimes Kaitangi on the Kaihu River.
Residence 2: 1891: The Beeches, Hawkhurst, Kent.
Not a lot is known of Theodore Tinne’s early life but it is obvious from the following
information for his father and brother he came from a very industries and bright family.
Theodore was the driving force behind the establishment of a company to process flax at
Kaitangi now known as Parore on the Kaihu River.
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Theodore was also a shareholder in “The Auckland Fibre Manufacturing Company
(Limited)”
OBITUARIES FOR THEODORE’S FATHER AND BROTHER

JOHN EARNEST TINNE: FATHER
The death occurred at Liverpool yesterday of Mr. John Ernest Tinne, father of Mr. J. A.
Tinne, one of the Parliamentary representatives of the city. Born in 1844, Mr. Tinne, who
was the son of Mr. John A. Tinne, of Demerara, was educated at Eton, where he was in Mr.
F. E. Durnford house. He will always be remembered as having been the first editor of the
Eton college Chronicle in 1863, and when he went up to University College, Oxford, where
he obtained classical honours, he started the Oxford Undergraduate's Journal. His brother,
the late Mr. James C. Tinne, rowed in the victorious Oxford crews of 1867-8-9, and against
the Harvard four in 1869. His aunt, Miss. Alexine Tinne, who was murdered by the Tuaregs
near Tripoli in Barbary in 1869, was known for her African explorations. Mr. Tinne's family
and business have been connected with British Guiana for more than a century. In 1873 he
went to Demerara and joined the firm of Sandbach, Parker, and co., and in 1876 entered
the Liverpool house of Sandbach, Tinne, and Co., of which he became senior partner. One
of his partners, Mr. William Russell, who died in 1868, was the most successful planter of
his day and was widely known in the West Indies as the “Sugar King”. Mr. Tinne was a
member of the British Guiana Country of Policy in 1878-9 and again in 1889, was first
Chairman of the Botanic Gardens and of the Chamber of commerce in Georgetown.

MR. JOHN ABRAHAM TINNE
Mr. John Abraham Tine, of Daresbury Hall, Warrington, Unionist M. P. for the Wavertree
Division of Liverpool from 1924 to 1931, died suddenly on Friday at the Palatine Club,
Liverpool, at the age of 56. He was partner in the sugar firm of Sandbach, Tinne, and Co.,
Liverpool, and a director of their subsidiary companies in Montréal and Trinidad; he was
also a partner in Sandbach, Parker, and Co., Demerara, and a director of the Demerara
Company, Limited. Born on November 27, 1877, the second son of the late Mr. J. E. Tinne,
of Aigburth, Liverpool, he was educated at Eton, where he was in Mr. C. H. Everard's house,
and Mr. C. Lowry was his tutor, and at University College, Oxford, where he graduated in
1900. He rowed in the Eton Eights, 1895-96, which won the Ladies’ Plate and in the Leander
crew of 1898 which won the Grand Challenge Cup. Tinne came from a family closely and
long connected with the merchant trade, and was chairman of the West India Association
of Liverpool, and was its representative on the Council of British Empire Producers'
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Organization, London. He was also chairman, and one of its foundation subscribers, of the
Liverpool Citizens' Institute Association and the Merseyside Hostel at Hoylake; hon.
treasurer of the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine and the Blue Coat hospital; a
member of the governing body of the Royal Southern Hospital; trustee of the Sailor’ Home,
a director of Liverpool Gas Company; and a J.P.
1864: THEODORE TINNE ARRIVES IN NEW ZEALAND AND OTHER NEWS OF THE DAY FOR HIM…
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, ISSUE 2271, 31 OCTOBER 1864

2
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 2284, 15 NOVEMBER 1864

6

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 4645, 15 JULY 1872

BRUCE HERALD, VOLUME VII, ISSUE 639, 9 OCTOBER 1874
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVI,
ISSUE 106, 13 MAY 1885

STAR, ISSUE 6974, 1 OCTOBER 1890

1865: FRASER AND TINNE FORM A
PARTNERSHIP FOR ENGINEERING
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1869: FRASER AND TINNE, FOUNDRY OWNERS, GET INVOLVED WITH
THE MAKING OF MACHINERY FOR PROCESSING FLAX

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXV, ISSUE 3792, 14 OCTOBER 1869

According to our promise we now proceed to give an account of a visit we paid to the iron
foundry of Messrs., Fraser and Tinne near the Domain, a perusal of which, we have no
doubt, will provide some interest to our readers, as it shows most forcibly how the iron
works of this province are advancing for the general times of prosperity which seem to
surely flowing into this portion of the Northern Inland.
Mr. Fraser one of the partners of the firm, was good enough to show us over the foundry,
and experience the nature of the various pieces of machinery lying about, or in course of
manufacture. Commencing at the turning and fitting shop on the ground floor, the first
pieces of machinery pointed out to us were those connected with the large battery about
to be erected on the Waiotahi, on the site of Dr Moulin's machine, which will be taken
down and added to it, so making it one of the most complete batteries on this creek. Dr
Moulin’s battery consists of ten stamper’s and it is proposed to add 15, making it, together
25 stamper’s strong. The shafts and other pieces of machinery connected with the battery
are constructed on the same pattern as those of the Kuranui which was made by Messrs
Fraser and Tinne. The whole of the workmanship is very nearly completed, and the entire
machinery will be ready for delivery in the course of a week or so. The pillow block, bushed
with brass, for the cam shafts of the battery, were lying together in a state of completion,
and affording a very fine example of the engineer's skill. Further on we observed a quantity
of machinery which we were informed was being prepared for a new saw-mill at Mangonui,
belonging to Messrs, Smith and Martin ; especially conspicuous was a heavy breaking-down
machine for preparing the logs for the circular-saw. Close by this a very excellent little
machine was at work turning out nuts and screws by the dozen from the rough iron. Near
at hand were the self-acting drilling machines, light self-adjusting lathes for turning, a
nibbling and sharpening machine iron planning Angular pieces of iron up to any length
under six feet. A large number of shafts, from four to four and-half inches in diameter, and
some of them 22 feet long, and which had lately been polished and made ready to take
their places in the battery, were piled up in the shop, almost as brilliant as silvered glass.
Several very large retorts had been polished to almost as high, a finish in the interior as the
shafts, indeed, everything connected with crushing machinery is a vast improvement on
that of twelve or eighteen months ago. By polishing the insides of the retorts, instead of
leaving them rough, as was formerly the case. Little amount of
at once be seen that they might turn out a very large quantity of machinery in the course
of a single month. During the last twelve months a very large number of flax machines have
bean manufactured by the firm, and a great many are at the present time in the foundry;
some completed, others in course of construction. A great many are made to the order of
people down South, including Whanganui, and numbers are sent away up to the North, to
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parties there engaged in the preparation of flax. In fact, we were informed that the demand
for these machines far exceeds the supply at the present time and the foundry is now being
extended some fifty feet in length, so that there may be more room for this class of work.
The firm of Fraser and Tinne claims the credit of inventing one of the best flared machines
at present for the preparation of the manufactured article from the raw material. They are
very strong and very durable, with all the latest improvements. The idea two or three years
ago was to make these flax machines so that they could be worked by hand labour instead
of by steam or water power, and they were tried in the majority of cases for some time
without such power being applied: but those now made are intended to be driven by either
steam or water power, and not to be worked by hand, as this process is found to be far too
laborious. Not withstanding the large number of orders on hand for the supply of these
machines, we must remember that the flax movement is in its infancy, and if it goes on
increasing as it has done during the last twelve months it will require another foundry just
for the manufacture flax machines.
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1850 ABOUT: ENGINEERING COMPANY HISTORY
The Phoenix Company of Fraser and Tinne based in Auckland were engineers, foundry
proprietors, ship owner’s, flax millers and machinery agents as follows;
Marine and Laud Engines and Railway Plant Boiler making
Saw Mill Pumping Machinery
Gold Mining Machinery
Builders Work (Wrought and Cast)
Ship Smithing and Windless Metal of all sizes, and Composition Rudder Bands, &c.
And Ornamental Iron Work.
About 1861 George Fraser purchased and established his own foundry at Mechanics Bay
Auckland known as The Mechanics Bay Foundry and on the 1st Feb 1865 was joined in
partnership by Theodore Tinne. It then became known as Phoenix Foundry with a move to
Stanley Street, Auckland.
The site of the first plant was in Mechanics Bay, and the initial output concentrated on
sawmilling plant and general machinery, especially flax-dressing machinery. By applying his
engineering knowledge and skills to the rudimentary machines then in use, Fraser enabled
his firm to gain a leading place in the New Zealand flax industry. Fraser and Tinne also
acquired a flax mill at Kaihu which, with the aid of the firm's machinery, was later turned to
the production of paper. The firm provided heavy machinery and boilers for the stamping
plants on the quartz goldfields at Thames, Karangahake and Waihi.
Theodore Tinne retired in 1881 and the firm later became known as George Fraser and
Sons about 1888-1974.
Previous owners of this foundry business were;
1850’s; Kinloch and Company William Kinloch and Henry Allright
1859; Kinloch and Hill
1862; Davidson and Fraser
1864; Mechanics Foundry Fraser
(All the above at Mechanics Bay, Auckland)
1865; Phoenix Foundry Fraser and Tinne of Mechanics Bay Auckland and then
Stanley Street Auckland
About; 1888 – 1974: George Fraser and Sons.
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