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Note:  Intermarriage between Maori and Pakeha has been common from the early days of 
European settlement in New Zealand. The very early government’s encouraged 
intermarriage, which was seen as a means of ‘civilizing’ Maori. However, some people did 

disapprove of the ‘Coupling of Cultures’ 
1
 

                                                
1 FULL STORY BY ANGELA WANHALLA 
MAIN IMAGE: MERE AND ALEXANDER COWAN WITH BABY PITA, 1870 
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NOTE: 

WHANAU=FAMILY 

HAPU=CLAN 

IWI=TRIBE 

TAUA=WAR PARTY 

ARIKI=LEADER/CHIEF 

AOTEA OR NEW ZEALAND 

WHAPU/KAIHU=DARGAVILLE 

WHAKATEHAUA=MAUNGANUI BLUFF 

OPANAKI=MODERN DAY KAIHU 

 

It is my wish to have all of my ‘history research journals’ available to all learning 
centres of Northland with the hope that current and future generations will be able 
to easily find historical knowledge of the Kaihu River Valley, the Northern Ripiro 
West Coast and South West Hokianga.  
                                               

BELOW: COMPUTER DRAWN MAP SHOWING THE PLACE NAMES BETWEEN MANGAWHARE AND SOUTH HOKIANGA 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Note: These following characters or families give a fine example of the connection between 
Polynesian and European people of the North and also their connection to the Hokianga, 
Kaihu River Valley and North Kaipara districts where some became prominent families of the 
Kaihu Valley. 

 

It became very important to certain chiefs in Northland to have a European or in other words 
someone who would become his ‘Maori-Pakeha’ living with or near his tribe: a Pakeha he 
could call his own and one who could mediate for him. These Pakeha learnt Maori quickly. 

As it was very fashionable to own muskets between 1800-1850, the ‘Maori-Pakeha’ could 
assist the local Iwi when they were trading their  produce such as potatoes, pork, flax and 
women to the  European cooks and crew of those trading vessels which periodically called in 
to the harbours to load up with kauri timber, Kauri gum, flax, etc. Muskets, powder, shot and 
axes were very much sort after by the Ariki or chiefs of these Iwi as it would give them an 
advantage over marauding inland Iwi who did not have rights to the harbours particularly  
those of the North.      

 Now if this ‘Maori-Pakeha’ was smart enough and kept in good with his adopted chief there 
were a few perks of the trade he could monopolise on, namely land and Maori women of high 
rank.  If he married a Maori woman of high rank then his future and living was mostly secured.  

He could also do some trading on the side, on his own account, mostly with muskets and 
booze, and if he was very careful and didn’t get caught out by his tribe, he could do very well 
thank you. 

As I researched the following families especially “The Snowden Family” it became obvious that 
they all had two things in common. 

One: They had married into individual Maori families:  

Two:  Some of their descendants would eventually settle between the Hokianga and Kaipara 
Harbours, and so I have pulled their threads and their stories all together to give an example of 
how “THE COUPLING OF THE CULTURES” played a big part in the settlement of Northland by the 
European.  
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1 

SNOWDEN-PATUAWA-FLAVELL-FOY-
SHERMAN 

 

 

 

Note:  The following coloured coordinated script shows the connection between these 
European and Maori families. 

 

Red for Snowden 

Green for Sherman 

Blue for Flavell 

Purple for Patuawa 

Brown for Foy 

Light brown for Maori 

 

1/. All European 

 

Sherman married Snowden  

 

Prince Edward Sherman, age 30, married about 1859 to  

Sophia Snowden, age 18: KeriKeri 

 

Parents of Prince Edward Sherman: 

David Sherman and Nancy Ryder 
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Parents of Sophia: 

 Henry Davis Snowden and Sophia Jaques: Whangaroa 

 

2/. European and Maori 

 

Snowden married Ururoa 

Flavell married Hei then Ururoa (sister to above) 

 

Henry Davis Snowden and second wife Erana/Ellen Ururoa 

Whangaroa: (Erana was Maori) 

Children for Henry and Erana 

(A) Son: Andrew Snowden 

(B) Daughter: Ellen 

(C) Son: Robert  

(D) Son: John 

 

Thomas Flavell married:  

Mihaka Heika Hei, and then married: Reta Kino Ururoa: Mangonui.   

(Mihaka and Ururoa both Maori) 

 

Children for Thomas Flavell 

(A) Daughter: Ellen 

(B) Son: John  

(C) Daughter: Annie 

(D) Daughter Katherine  

 

3/. Half Maori=Half Maori 

 

Snowden=Flavell 
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Snowden=Netana 

 

(A) Andrew Snowden Married about 1867 to  

(A) Ellen Flavell; born 1849: Kaeo. 

 

(B) Ellen Snowden born 1856, married about 1871 to   

(B) John Flavell: Whangaroa 

 

 (C) Robert Snowden Married about 1880 to  

(C) Annie Flavell; born 1858:   Kaeo 

 

 (D) John Snowden born Whangaroa age 31 born 1854 married at Maunganui Bluff Hotel, 
Aranga 1885 to  

(A) Meri (Mereaina/Mattie) Netana age 19 born 1866  

Parents of (A) Meri: 

Netana Patuawa and Tarati nee Poupou of Maropiu 

 

4/.  Half Maori=European 

 

Flavell=Foy 

 (D) Katherine Flavell age 25 married 1905 (half Maori) to 

 (A) John James Foy age 33: Ahikiwi 

Daughter: (A) Sadie 

 

5/.  European=European 

 

Parents of John James Foy:  

William Foy and Elizabeth Jane Collis: Gippsland Victoria 
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6/.  Quarter Maori=European 

 

Foy=Sherman 

 

 (A) Sadie Foy married 1933 to 

Edward Sherman: Kaihu 

(Sadie quarter Maori) 

 

Grandparents of Edward:  

Prince Edward Sherman and Sophia Snowden of KeriKeri 
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2 

SNOWDEN FAMILY HISTORY 
 

 

 

This family thread starts about 1770-80 with Andrew Snowden and Sarah Darke… 

 

ANDREW SNOWDEN  

EX-CONVICT  

 

Born: 3 Nov 1771, Southwark, London, England.  
Christened: 1 Dec 1771, St George the Martyr, Southwark, London, England.  
Died: 1 Nov 1833, Parramatta, NSW, Australia. 

His parents were Andrew Snr and Dorothy Snowden - Andrew Snr was a Soldier - the family 
lived at Lombard St in 1757 and 1771. 

Note: Andrew had been a convict but was released 1/2/1811 as follows…  

SNOWDEN Andrew 1/2/1811 Certificate of Emancipation 530-31 [4/4427] COD18 601 -  

 

Andrew Snowden is charged with theft: 1790… 

A ‘Calendar’ of the prisoners delivered to the Assize Court on 23 March 1791 for trial had been 
prepared by the County Sheriff who had brought them from the County jail…  

Andrew Snowden had been committed the 24th day of August 1790 by William Winch Esq. 
(i.e. had been sent to jail on that date by the named Justice of the Peace). He had been 
“charged on the oaths of William Dawson, James Bush and Thomas Hunt on violent suspicion 
of having, in the night between the 17th and 18th days of August instant in the Parish of St 
George's Southwark broken into the house of that William Dawson and taken away four pairs 
of Nankeen Breeches, and ten pairs of stockings belonging to him”  

The Justice had received sworn evidence from Dawson, Bush and Hunt that they strongly 
suspected Andrew of burglary.  
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Note: Nankeen Breeches were trousers made of a buff coloured cotton cloth originally made 
in Nanking, China.  

 

It then appears that a long delay occurred while details of the alleged crimes were investigated 
so it was not until 23 Mar 1791 at the Lent Assizes at Kingston-on-Thames in Surrey that his 
trial took place. Certainly the list of items alleged at the trial to have been stolen differed 
somewhat from the initial list.  

By law at that time, every case to be tried had to be reviewed beforehand by a ‘Grand Jury’ 
composed of Justices, Etc.: To consider whether or not the evidence available was sufficient to 
warrant a trial rather than the release of the prisoner without charge.  

The ‘Indictment’ (formal statement of the charges) for Andrew's trial had been marked on the 
reverse side ‘True Bill’, the traditional phrase indicating that the Grand Jury had decided that 
there was a need for the trial by jury to go ahead.  

Four witnesses were sworn in, their names being listed below the words ‘True Bill’ as William 
Dawson, James Bush, Henry Alport and Thomas Hunt. The formal charge on the Indictment 
was that… Andrew Snowden, late of the Parish of St George, within the Borough of Southwark 
in the County of Surrey, Labourer had used force to break into the house of William Dawson at 
about 2 am during the night of 17-18 August 1790 and had taken away three silver 
tablespoons of the value of 2 pounds, four silver teaspoons of the value of 6 shillings, four pairs 
of Nankeen Breeches of the value of 30 shillings and four pairs of Worsted stockings of the 
value of 6 shillings the property of William Dawson.  

Andrew pleaded not guilty but was convicted, the nature of the evidence not being recorded 
in the surviving papers.  

A Post-Trial Calendar states the outcome, as Andrew's name is bracketed with various others 
as to sentence ‘Convicted of Felony ... burglary in the dwelling house of William Dawson and 
stealing therein his goods, value four pounds ten shillings. Let them be severally Transported 
beyond the seas.....Andrew Snowden.....For the term of Seven Years....to such place as His 
Majesty, with the advice of the Privy Council, shall think fit to declare and appoint, pursuant to 
the Statute in each case made and provided’.  

In 1979 another English researcher - A.J. McMillan - obtained details of Andrew Snowden's 
Trial in the ASSI. 31. 16. South East Circuit Agenda Book, 1789-92. Details are very similar - 
with the addition of another man, Henry Alport, who gave evidence against Andrew. The 
document also states ‘Jury say guilty of stealing to the value of 39/-Not guilty of breaking and 
entering the dwelling house. No goods. To be transported beyond the seas for the term of 
seven years’.  

Andrew was transported on the Pitt, to Australia which was part of the 4th Fleet. 
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The Pitt was built in 1780 on the Thames and weighed 775 tons.  

She was the largest vessel to have come with convicts to Australia carrying 410 convicts, 352 
men and 58 women - on her only voyage to N.S.W. - 5 escaped, 29 died (20 men and 9 
females.) 

 The ship sailed from Yarmouth on 17 Jul 1791 - the voyage taking 212 days - arriving 14 Feb 
1792. The master was Edward Manning, the Surgeon-Jameson. 

In 1795 Andrew was living on leased land in Rose Hill situated on the main road to Parramatta.  

Andrew's sentence expired on 1st February 1798 and he received a ‘Certificate of Freedom’ in 

February 1811. 
2  

 

STORY: ANDREW SNOWDEN (1771 - 1833) 3 

 

1806:   Both Andrew Snowden and his wife Sarah Dart (Darke) are listed in the 1806 General 
Muster of 12 Aug and Samuel Marsden's Female Muster. They were now free by Servitude, 
Andrew being employed by the Pitt Loyalist Association at Parramatta as a Private; Sarah listed 
as concubine to Andrew Snowden with one male illegitimate child. Their first child was 
Andrew Jnr, born 9 March 1806 at Parramatta. Sarah Ann, their first daughter was born 3 Aug 
1809, also born at Parramatta.  

The 1810 Muster states that Andrew Snowden had resided 15 years on his leased land; had 
built a new house, had a wife and 2 children and had been 18 years in the Colony and had 
been free for 12 years.  

1810:  On 5 Jun 1810 Andrew Snowden was listed as a Corporal in the Parramatta Loyal 
Association - those who would be willing and available to take up Arms in the event of another 
armed Rebellion as happened at the Battle for Vinegar Hill on 4 Mar 1804.  

On 17 Jul 1810 he was signature to petition from Parramatta residents to R. Durie for erection 
of a public pound.  

On 6 Mar 1811 he was mentioned as having received a spirit licence in Feb 1811. A month 
after being a juror on 2 Feb 1812 at the inquest on Michael Wallis held at Parramatta.  

A third child, a son Henry Davis was born 20 Oct 1811…  

                                                
2 SOURCE:  VICKI SMITH, 16 SEP 2004: 
3 DETAILS OF ANDREW SNOWDEN AND FAMILY AS NOTATED IN MUSTERS OF 1800-2, 1811, 1814 AND 1822 SUPPLIED BY AUDREY MEISENHELTER, RESEARCHER, 
AT PARRAMATTA & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY.  
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Andrew married Sarah on 21 Mar 1812 at St. John's Parramatta by Rev Samuel Marsden. 
Andrew was aged 44, Sarah 35. The witnesses were Richard and Elizabeth Jones who both 
signed with an ‘X’.  

In the 1814 General Muster Andrew Snowden is listed as Free and ‘off stores’ and a 
landholder. Sarah Dark? Wife of Andrew Snowden with 3 children is also free and ‘off stores’.  

Andrew was on ‘List of Persons’ holding licences for sale of wine and spirituous liquors on 7 
Aug 1813, also on list of persons licensed as publicans for 1815 at Parramatta on 1 Apr 1815. 
On 24 Jun 1815 as a Publican of Parramatta - a General Order cancelling Snowden's licence for 
keeping a disorderly house was listed. 

Andrew had part ownership of a pub with James Larra - James Larra, Sergeant Major, was 
signatory to the Return of the Parramatta Association: 9 May 1810. 

  

Note: James Larra arrived per Scarborough in 1790 in the ‘Third Fleet’. He was Jewish - one 
of the most enterprising:  Operated as a Dealer and Publican in Parramatta.  

 

On 10 Jun 1815 Andrew Snowden was granted 50 acres of land in the district of Bringelly for 
the annual rent of one shilling (1/-) - Rent to commence on 10 Jun 1820. To be called 

‘Snowden's Farm’ it was conditional on his cultivating 15 of these acres. 
4
 

There is also a map showing the location - it was next door to Andrew Nash's. The agreement 
was dated December 1816.  

Andrew was able to run cattle on this land as well, and had a herd of 30 horned cattle 
eventually.  

Andrew is buried at St. John's in the same grave as his wife but is not mentioned on the 
headstone. He died 1 Nov 1833 at Parramatta.  

 

                                                
4 THIS GRANT IS DOCUMENTED ON PAGE 49 OF REGISTER 2 OF THE INDEX & REGISTERS OF LAND GRANTS & LEASES - GRANT NO 441 VOLUME 68.  

 



~ 14 ~ 

 

SARAH DARKE: WIFE OF ANDREW SNOWDEN 
 

Born: c 1777, Gloucester, England 

Christened: 22 Mar 1778, Gloucester St Michael, Gloucester, England  
Died: 13 Jul 1828, Parramatta, NSW, Australia  

Buried: 14 Jul 1828, St John's Cemetery, Parramatta, NSW, Australia 
 

STORY 

 

Note:  Descendants of Sarah Darke have researched the family back to the early 1700s. 

 

Richard Darke married Mary Drinkwater - they were both from Gloucester - on 24 Mar 1705 at 
Whaddon.  

They had eleven children; the last three have their surnames listed as Dart/e. 

Richard became a Freeman of the City in 1702. He was an apprentice gunsmith of Master John 
Reeve. 

Richard submitted 3 sons at the 25th birthday of each to the Lord Mayor of Gloucester City to 
be made a Freeman of the City.  

Richard possibly died before his son Henry had reached 25 years of age. This son Henry was 
christened 13 March 1721 at Gloucester St Michael. 

Henry was made a Freeman of the City in 1747. He married his first wife Edith Dawes on 20 
April 1748. Edith had been christened 14 Jan 1722 at Bulley near Upton St Leonard the 
daughter of Thomas Dawes. (Thomas was christened in 1685 at Langhope the son of John and 
Jane Dawes). 

Henry married his second wife Jane Noakes on 11 Jun 1758. She died in 1761; Henry died four 
years later in 1765.  

Their son Henry, who was born about 1748, married Mary Hannes on 26 Jul 1772 at Upton St 
Leonards. 

On the IGI record his name is spelt Hennery! Mary was christened 17 Nov 1751 at Upton St 
Leonards, the daughter of William and Elizabeth Hannes nee Perry.  

Henry and Mary's daughter Sarah Darke was possibly christened 23 Mar 1778 at Gloucester St 
Michael.  

The remains of Gloucester St Michael Church are now the Tourist Information Bureau.  
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Sarah Darke (Drake, Dart, and Darts) was 18 years old when delivered to Gloucester City Goal 
on 11 Mar 1795 after being sentenced to 7 years transportation.  

Parchment documents some damaged and faded including the narrow strip on which Sarah's 
indictment was set out, were found in box No ASSI5/115/3 by English Researcher Stephen 
Wright. The details are as follows…  

Sarah Darke, late of St Mary de Crypt in the City of Gloucester and County of the same, 
spinster, and Sarah Mann, late of the same, spinster, on 11th day of February 1795 stole four 
pairs of stays of the value of 6 pounds from the house in St Mary de Crypt Parish of John 
Hoskins, (her employer).  

The reverse side of the indictment was marked ‘True Bill’ so her trial was to proceed; also 
names the witnesses sworn in to give evidence in court, John Hoskins and William Bourne. 
Both girls pleaded not guilty.  

From bundle No 8 of ‘Depositions etc.’, for the Lent Assizes there were 3 sworn statements. 

One statement dated 20 Feb 1795 was made by John Hoskins, a stay maker whose shop was 
built onto the front of his house in St Mary de Crypt Parish in the City of Gloucester. He said 
that 4 pairs of Women's stays had been stolen from his shop and that he had found one of 
these pairs in the possession of Sarah Darke and a second pair in that of Sarah Mann… 

A second statement by John Hoskins dated the following day states; he had found the 2 pairs 
when he had gone with a search warrant to the house of Frances Shillam, a widow living 
outside the City in the Parish of Wootton and acquainted with the two Sarah’s. Having found 
the 2 pairs in their possession, he was told by Frances that the two Sarah’s had brought them 
with them, but that there were no other such items in her house. He searched but found 
nothing more...  

A third statement signed by Edward Pithorne ( a neighbour of Frances Shillam) on 21 Feb 
states: Frances had come to his house with a pair of stays wanting to leave them there 
because she was afraid that her house would be searched and her stays taken away. That was, 
he said, at 3 pm on 20 Feb, and that at just before 6 pm he had concluded that they could have 
been stolen goods, so his wife took them back to Frances.  

 

The story was then taken up by the remainder of John Hoskins' statement of 21 Feb…   

 

At about 7 pm on 20th, John had learned of Edward's claims regarding Frances and her stays, 
so he went back to her house and met the Constable, who had already found the third pair of 
stays there. Frances had then admitted that she believed that Sarah Darke had pawned the 
fourth pair for 5 shillings. 
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Both Sarah’s were transported on the Indispensable arriving 30 Apr 1796 in N.S.W.  

The Indispensable was built in 1791 in France and was of 351 tons. She sailed in Oct 1795 from 
England, carried 133 convict women on a voyage taking about 6 months touching only at Rio. 
Only 2 convicts died on the voyage.  

 

Letter from:  Gov. John Hunter to Duke of Portland telling the fate of some of the convict 
women from the Indispensable… 

 

Sixty of the women were sent up to Parramatta, there to be employed in such labour as was 
suited to their sex and strength. The remainder were landed at this place (Sydney Cove). 

Sarah Darke was free by 1802 and probably went to the Women's Factory in Parramatta. No 
further information of Sarah until the 1806 Muster, which states she is employed by Andrew 
Snowden in his pub at Parramatta.  

Sarah and Andrew had four children before being married in 1812 by Rev Samuel Marsden. 
5 

  

Note:   Sydney was a very small town then and the area of Parramatta was some miles from 
the harbour.  

It was a small community of its own, and was served by the church of St John which was 
presided over by none other than Samuel Marsden.  

Samuel Marsden had the reputation of being a very hard man, giving no quarter to anyone; 
indeed, he was known in that area as the ‘flogging magistrate’. Not only was he the minister 
serving the church, but he was responsible for being the magistrate as well, and he was 
known for dealing out some harsh penalties.  

 

Sarah died 13 Jul 1828 just prior to the 1828 Census. She was buried at St. John's Cemetery, 
Parramatta on 14 July 1828. She is buried under a sandstone headstone which is described as 
Norman with cutaway shoulders, decorated with crossed palm frond and trumpet. There is a 
matching footstone.  

                                                
5 SOURCE: VICKI SMITH. 
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HER HEADSTONE READS… 

 

Sacred to the Memory of SARAH wife of ANDw SNOWDEN SENr 

Who Departed this Life: 13th July 1828 Aged 51 Years  

We hope the Lord will receive (sic) Her Soul. 

 

In the Burial Register she is designated as a free publican's wife. 
6
 

 

 

CHILDREN OF ANDREW AND SARAH SNOWDEN 

 

1/. ANDREW SNOWDEN (1806 - 1855)  

 

Story… 

Andrew Snowden Junior was the first child born to Andrew and Sarah Snowden (nee Darke) on 
9 Mar 1806 at Parramatta.  

On 23 Aug 1824 both Andrew Snr and Andrew Junior petitioned His Excellency ‘Sir Thomas 
Brisbane’ for a land grant.  

Andrew Junior … “being a Native of this Colony, nineteen years of age, who has never received 
any indulgence from Government, Your Memorial therefore most humbly entreats that Your 
Excellency will be pleased to take his case into your kind consideration and give to him a 
proportion able grant of land for which your Excellency’s humane kindness, Your Memorial 
most humbly as in Duty bound will ever Pray”.  

The Memorial also adds that…“We hereby certify that Andrew Snowden Junior is to our 
knowledge and belief a very Sober, and well instructed young man. We therefore in 
consideration of his good and steady conduct are by us recommended to Your Excellency’s 
humane and kind Attention”.  

A postscript in different handwriting states… “This petitioner is a native of Parramatta - his 
father can assist him should he obtain a grant of land”  

                                                
6 SOURCE:  GWENYTH FREAR 
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Both these Memorials were written in the same handwriting in a very ornate style. It appears 
that both Andrews were illiterate because the signatures are both the same, the style 

matching the handwriting of the Memorial. 
7
 

 

2/. HENRY SNOWDEN 

 
Born: 20 Oct 1811, Parramatta, NSW, Australia  

Christened: 10 Jan 1813, St John's Church, Parramatta, NSW, Australia  
Died: 3 May 1864, at sea, off Poor Knights Island, New Zealand 

He was also known as, Henry Davis Snowden or Henry Davis. 

Married about 1833 to 

Sophia JAQUES 
Born: c1814, Parramatta, NSW, Australia  
Died: c1841, Whangaroa, New Zealand  

Buried: Whangaroa, New Zealand 
Father:    Isiah Jaques: Mother:   Ann Bromley 

 

 STORY:  A MAORI-PAKEHA  

 

In 1828 Henry was aged 17 and seemed to have inherited his father's astuteness and was 
already involved with deals of his own. However, they didn't always work out how he 
intended, and he was frequently in trouble. Brother Andrew, on the other hand, seemed to be 
less enterprising, and kept out of strife.  

How Henry came to Whangaroa in New Zealand is surrounded with something of the mystery 
that attaches to a number of early migrants. However, his father, Andrew Snowden, who had 
an Inn at Parramatta, Port Jackson, is credited by one account of having helped ‘Hongi Hika’ to 
exchange some of the many presents given him in England for muskets and powder with 
which to wage war on his return to NZ. From then on (according to an archives authority in 
NSW) the Snowdens were heroes in Ngapuhi eyes; and trade in guns, powder, spirits and 
escaped convicts continued per means of Andrew Snowden's schooner.  

                                                
7 SOURCE:  VICKI SMITH. 
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Henry Davis Snowden acquired a large area of land on the western side of the Whangaroa 
harbour from the chief ‘Ururoa’ as early as 1829 - where the township of Whangaroa is now 
located.  

Henry travelled backwards and forwards between Whangaroa and Australia during the 1830s.  

In 11 Aug 1832 he was charged with Highway Robbery and Horse Stealing. On 20 Aug the same 
year he was charged with Pig Stealing. Henry was found ‘not guilty’ of these crimes.  

In Feb 1835 Henry faced a jury in Parramatta on horse stealing charges. 

There is an article re Henry's trial in the Australian Newspaper 13 Feb 1835.  

 

SOPHIA JAQUES 

 

No record can be found of the marriage between Henry Snowden and Sophia Jaques. The first 
record is that of a baptism of their eldest child, Andrew born 19 Apr 1834 at ‘Prospect’ and 
christened in St John's Church at Parramatta on 2 Nov the same year.  

The following year, Anne Davis was born 17 July and christened a month later.  

Henry was designated a farmer. The officiating minister each time was Robert Forrest.  

In 1835 there was a reward posted for both Andrew Junior and Henry Snowden - from 
Convicts and Prisoners in Sydney 1835.  

Also in 1835 Henry sued James Busby who introduced grapes to NZ, for defamation. Henry 
won.  

In James McLelland - Listing of Passengers Sydney - New Zealand in 1837 per ‘Minerva’ - 
William Jaques, Mrs Davis & 2 children (Sophia Snowden and her brother William with her 
children Andrew and Ann both aged under three years old).  

Henry and Sophia had three more children all born in Whangaroa - Sarah b 15 Oct 1837, Mary 
Ann b 19 Jul 1839 and Sophia b 18 May 1841.  

In the Church Registers of Whangaroa:  Sophia Davis, Christened and birth 1841, daughter of 
Henry & Sophia Davis (Alias Snowden)  

These baptisms were all performed by the same man, Richard Taylor, who then knew of 
Henry's use of either surname, or both.  

During the four years Sophia was in NZ her husband Henry was involved in many land deals 
and other business ventures that would have frequently taken him away from home. When 
Sophia died in 1841 Henry was left with five children under seven with the youngest only a 
baby. No record can be found of her death.  
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There are several conflicting reports as to where she is buried - some say at Whangaroa above 
the foreshore and other reports have it that she lies near the road to the present Whangaroa 
Hospital along with several other early graves. Family tradition has it that the Maori people 
took baby Sophia to Russell and brought her up there.  

 

The early forties were a time of great unrest in Northland. There were the pro-European 
Maori, and those still fighting for their tribal ways. Henry found to his dismay that it was 
impossible for him to keep up his timber trade with the Bay of Islands and Auckland. But 
resourceful as ever, Henry looked around for an alternative trading medium. He found this in 
Kauri gum, so he began trading in this.  

Because he knew the Maori people so well, and could speak their language enough to get by, 
he soon had a roaring trade in this.  

The Maori folk had discovered by this time, that it was to their advantage to have a European 
who they could trust to do their business deals for, and most tribes did their best to have a 
resident white man in their midst.  

By this time Henry, was a ‘Maori-Pakeha’ for Chief ‘Ururoa’ of Whangaroa and would later 
marry the chief’s daughter ‘Erana’.  

It is quite possible that Henry also traded arms and gunpowder with the Maori. 

Henry had a very close call between his schooner and that of the Government ship Osprey 
under the command of Captain Patten.  

During the night his Maori friends widened a channel in the Pupuke River to allow for Henry's 
escape.  

 

H.M.S. OSPREY: BRIG: 1846 

 

At about 3 p.m. on March 11, 1846, the brig was totally wrecked about 18 miles north of 
Hokianga. On Monday, March 9, the Osprey left Whangaroa for Hokianga, calling at 
Mangonui, which she left the same day, and rounded the North Cape at 6.30 p.m. On the 10th 
the vessel made the western coast and the captain was able to take an observation, which 
showed that his command was in the latitude of Hokianga, but the weather coming on thick 
and hazy, the brig was kept off the land until the evening, when it cleared. She then stood in, 
fired two guns to announce to the pilot at Hokianga that she was off the harbour, and again 
stood out to sea for the night. On the following morning a high southern headland, similar to 
Hokianga, was seen, with what was presumed to be the pilot's house, but which subsequently 
proved to be a white spot on the cliff. Soon afterwards, perceiving a red flag run up, it was 
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confidently anticipated that it was the entrance to Hokianga, and the brig stood on over the 
surf, bringing the northern and southern heads in line.  

After crossing the breakers the vessel touched ground, but it was thought she was merely on 
the bar. Almost immediately she struck with increasing violence, and a succession of shocks 
brought the alarming conviction that the vessel was ashore, and that it was not the entrance to 
Hokianga, but of Herekino or False Hokianga. The guns were instantly thrown overboard, the 
masts cut away, which in falling with the sails set towards the shore, dragged the Osprey still 
higher upon the beach. On the tide receding, the officers and crew were able to land about 2 
o'clock next morning with their small arms and some dry ammunition which had been saved 
from the wreck. All the stores were landed by the crew, assisted by some 150 friendly Maoris. 
There was no hope of refloating the brig, as the shore on this part of the coast is extremely 
shallow for a long distance seaward, with heavy surf and breakers even when the wind is off 
shore. 

The Osprey was a brig mounting 12 guns, under the command of Captain Patten. The 
commander, officers, and part of the crew arrived at Gravesend on December 6, 1846, in the 
“Posthumus”, and were ordered on to Portsmouth, where a court martial was to be held 
concerning the loss of the brig. 

 

CHIEF TE URUROA 

 

Note: Chief ‘Te Ururoa’, father of Erana, is also named in some writings as Rewharewha Te 
Koki, Rewharewha, and Ururoa Te Koki: he was closely related to Hongi Hika (by blood and 
marriage).  

 

Ururoa featured in most of the wars led by Hongi, including Totara Pa etc. and Ururoa was the 
main avenger of the deaths of Hongi Hika (and Hau the brother of Ururoa,) after a battle at 
Taratara in 1827. He was a Maori chief of Whangaroa and brother-in-law of Hongi Hika. On the 
5th March 1830 he arrived in Kororareka with a large force and proceeded to plunder the 
kumara plantations of the local people, (Te Morenga and Pomare tribes). The missionaries 
used their utmost persuasion to avert a conflict, for the two parties were now in close 
proximity, but on the following day, owing to the accidental discharge of a musket which killed 
a woman of the invading party, a general fight was brought on in which a good many people 
were killed and more wounded—Rev. Mr. Davies says nearly one hundred. 
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Born about 1780 he married Patungahere 

Children; 

Hema Ururoa born Pupuke west of Kaeo 

Married Rangi Puhi 

Heke Ururoa born Pupuke 

Married: Miriama Ngakaikorere 

Paora Ururoa 

Retakino Ururoa   born about 1819 Pupuke 

Died 1905 aged 85 

Married Thomas Flavell 

 

Note: Three of Thomas Flavell’s children married three children of Henry John Davis 
Snowden who was born in Parramatta NSW in 1811 and who married a sister of Retakino, 
see below… 
 

Erana Ellen Raupane Ururoa 

Born 1823 Pupuke 

Died 1892 aged 69 in Kaeo 

Married Henry John (Davis) Snowden 

 

By Oct 1842 Henry had the first of nine children with the daughter of Chief Ururoa, Erana (now 
known as Ellen) Raupane. 

Henry did not marry Ellen until 26 Oct 1858 at Whangaroa, N. Z. They were married by Rev 
Richard Davis with details registered at the Waimate Anglican Church. Henry was aged 47, 
Ellen 35 years. Their children were - Henry b 1842c, Harriet b 1844c - (both died young), Henry 
Davis b 1846, then Andrew b 1849c, John b 1851c, Robert b 1853c, Eleanor (Ellen) b 1856c, 
Isabella b 1859c, and Catherine b 1863c.  

 

Note: The seven surviving children are well documented in Gwenyth Frear's book, ‘The 
Snowden Saga’. In a book about the town of ‘Whangaroa’ by E V Sale - the Founding 
Families are listed as the Hayes, Shepherds, Spickmans and Snowdens. There are photos of 
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the first three but sadly no photo of Henry Snowden. The story of Henry Davis Snowden and 
his family is well documented in this book.  

 

Henry collapsed and died aboard his boat Hellen on 3 May 1864. He was only 55 years of age. 
It was a great shock to the whole district as Henry was known far and wide. It seemed to 
everyone that an end to an era in the early history of European Settlement in the district was 
now over with his passing. Henry was given a traditional burial and was laid to rest with the 
rest of the illustrious characters of the area. 

As one descendant, Alan Wagener, summed up Henry Davis Snowden –“He went on to NZ 
where he proved to be a bit of a rogue, but one who marked the pioneering slate with élan, 
(style and vigour)  so to speak”  

When he died, Henry tried to leave both his families well provided for. He deeded land to his 
daughters Sarah Bell and Sophia Sherman.  

His two other daughters, Ann Short and Mary Ann Semple had moved away so did not benefit 
from their father's bequests.  

In 1863 he drew up a will to provide for his second family… “to divide the same, share and 
share alike between all of my children (whether natural or lawfully begotten by Ellen a native 
woman to whom I am lately married) in such a manner that each child shall, having attained 
the age of twenty-one years be entitled to receive his/her share and so that in the meantime 
the share of each child shall be allowed to accumulate for his or her benefit”  

 He also specified that his sons were to get his horses already allotted to them by him, but 
which still bore his brand.  

His farm at Kaeo and the property at Whangaroa were to remain for Ellen's benefit as long as 
she lived.  

Later in 1863 Ellen gave birth to her last child, another girl named Catherine. At some stage 
the Snowden family moved from the Whangaroa place and built a substantial house in the 

small settlement of Kaeo where Ellen lived for the rest of her life. 
8  

 

 

 

 

                                                
8 SOURCE: GWENYTH FREAR. 
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FIRST FAMILY FOR HENRY SNOWDEN AND SOPHIA JAQUES 
 

Ann Davis Snowden 
Born: about 1835, Parramatta, Vic, Australia  

Married:  Albert Short at Paihia 1851 

 

Andrew Snowden 

Born: about 1836 Parramatta Vic Australia 

 
Sarah Snowden 

Born: about 1837, Whangaroa, New Zealand  
Died: 27 Nov 1918, Totara North, New Zealand  
Buried: Totara North Cemetery, New Zealand 

Married:  Robert Bell 

Born: 28 Aug 1831      at: Kirk Leavington, Yorkshire, England 

Married: 5 Apr 1856       at: Remuera, NZ 

Died: 17 Apr 1904      at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Father: John Bell 

Mother: Ann Appleton 

 
Mary Anne Snowden 

Born: 17 Jul 1839, Whangaroa, New Zealand  
Christened: 3 Nov 1839, Whangaroa, New Zealand  

Died: c 1888, Australia 

Married: 1860: John Semple at Auckland New Zealand.   
 

Sophia Snowden 
Born: 18 May 1841, Whangaroa, New Zealand  

Christened: 14 Nov 1841, Whangaroa, New Zealand  
Died: 24 Sep 1916, Totara North, New Zealand  

Buried: 25 Sep 1916, Totara North Cemetery, New Zealand 
Married:  Prince Edward Sherman 
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SECOND FAMILY 

 

For Henry Snowden and his new wife Erana/ Ellen Ururoa born 1823-1892 married in 1858 at 
Waimate as his 2nd wife, 16 years after the birth of their 1st child, between the births of their 

8th and 9th children, daughters Eleanor and Isabella-they had 9 children; 
 

Henry Snowden 
Born: 7 Aug 1842, Whangaroa, New Zealand  
Died: 7 Oct 1842, Whangaroa, New Zealand 

 
Harriet Snowden 

Born: 16 Aug 1844, Whangaroa, New Zealand 
 

Henry Snowden 
Born: 19 Dec 1846, Whangaroa, New Zealand  

Died: 22 Aug 1872, Kaeo, New Zealand 
 

Andrew Snowden 
Born: 1 Jan 1849, Whangaroa, New Zealand  

Died: 4 Oct 1910, Kaeo, New Zealand 
 

John Snowden 
Born: 15 Jun 1851, Whangaroa, New Zealand  

Died: Jan 1912 
 

Robert Snowden 
Born: 11 Nov 1853, Whangaroa, New Zealand  

Died: 5 Sep 1922, Kaeo, New Zealand 
 

Ellen Snowden 
Born: 27 Apr 1856, Whangaroa, New Zealand  
Christened: 1856, Whangaroa, New Zealand  

Died: 6 Oct 1922, Kaeo, New Zealand 

Married John Flavell 25th April 1871 

Wesleyan Chapel, Whangaroa. 
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Isabella Snowden 
Born: 21 Jun 1859, Whangaroa, New Zealand  
Christened: 1860, Whangaroa, New Zealand  

Died: 10 Apr 1934, Kaeo, New Zealand 
 

Catherine Snowden 
Born: 20 Sep 1863, Whangaroa, New Zealand  

Died: 24 May 1940, Waitaroke, New Zealand 
9 

 

Sale and purchase agreement for Henry Davis Snowden 1838… 

 

Note: This could be from Chief Ururoa (Woodaroa) Whangaroa, as spelt in the following 
agreement… Note: Hongi made his mark which indicates this land was probably owned by 
Ururoa, brother in-law of Hongi Hika.  

 

Maori Deeds of Old Private Land Purchases in New Zealand, From the Year 1815 to 1840, with 
Pre-Emptive and Other Claims… 

 

Motuhunga Block, Whangaroa, Mangonui District… 

 

1838. 27 August. Mangonui District. This Indenture made the Twenty-Seventh day of August in 
the year of our Lord 1838, Witnessed that I Woodaroa Native Chief of Wongaroa New Zealand 
do hereby sell Motuhunga. Release and assign and by these presents have sold released and 
assigned unto Henry D. Snowden. Snowden Sawyer of Wongaroa aforesaid his heirs executors 
administrators and assigns [15 acres.] all that piece or parcell of Land called or known by the 
Name of Mutaunga with the House thereon standing being in all about Fifteen acres being for 
and in consideration of the sum of One Pound of Lawfull Money of Great Britain together with 
One Double Barrell Fowling piece one Box of Perchustion Caps and one Shirt the whole of 
which has been duly and truly paid to me Woodaroa Native Chief as aforesaid by the said 
Receipt. Henry Snowden and the receipt of which I do hereby acknowledge and I Woodaroa do 
hereby promise and agree to keep the said Henry Snowden in peaceable and quiet possession 
of the said piece or parcell of Ground called or known by the Name of Mutaunga, the above 

                                                
9 SOURCE:   HTTP://WWW.SMARTCOOKIES.COM.AU/GENEALOGY/FAMILIES/F2979.HTML 
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mentioned his heirs executors administrators and assigns for ever in Witness whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal this Twenty Seventh day of August in the year of our Lord One 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight. 

Woodaroa's Mark x. 
Hongi. 
Hemi Paora. 

Witness— 

T. J Umbers. 
Robert Lawson. 
F. Dunell. 

True Copy. 

H. Tact Kemp. 

 

Daily Southern Cross, Volume XII, Issue 830, 12 June 1855, Page 3… 

 

Note:  The following account was copied from Papers Past so some spelling and grammar is 
wanting… 

 

Supreme Court Civil Sittings 

Thursday, 7th June, 1855. 

  

The Court opened on Thursday at 10 o'clock, for the trial of civil cases Before His Honour the 
Chief Justice, and the following special Jury Messrs’ John Rout, (foreman), William Coleman, 
W. M. Hobson, Wm. S. Graham, David Graham, R. Vidal, Charles Davis, James, Derrom, W. C. 
Daldy, Thomas Weston, F. C. Lewis, J. C. Blackett.  

 

SNOWDEN V BUSBY 

 

Messrs’ Bartley and Whitaker appeared for the plaintiff and Mr. Rochfort for the defendant. 

Mr. Bartley opened the case for the plaintiff. This was an action for £500, damages sustained 
through false imprisonment, the result of proceedings instituted by the defendant. In support 
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of his case he would first call the plaintiff. Henry Davis Snowden, having been sworn v deposed 
I am the plaintiff in this action, and reside at Whangaroa… 

I purchased gum in February, 1854, from Wiremu Hau and his son Samuel Hau about 6 or 7 
tons I agreed with them about a price, had it brought to the Wharf at Kerikeri, and shipped on 
board the Imaum.   

I then went to Auckland in that vessel and returned to Whangaroa on my return I was 
summoned to attend the Police Court on a charge of feloniously taking away gum, the property 
of Mr. Busby. 

 I went to the Court and attended at 10 o'clock one witness was examined, but in the absence 
of native witnesses, the case was postponed. Captain Clendon was the presiding magistrate 
Mr. Busby sat on the bench, somewhat apart from the resident magistrate. He prevented one 
witness from answering the question I put to him, saying, “it is a material question, do not 
answer it”. That question was put by me he ordered me to keep silence, and said that he “was 
a Justice of the Peace”. This was in the presence of Mr. Clendon.  

The native witnesses were examined during the investigation for a considerable time at the 
commencement, the prosecutor, Mr. Busby, interpreted the evidence of the native witnesses; I 
don't suppose he was required to do so the interpreter was in court, and interpreted the latter 
part of the proceedings; Mr. Busby was not sworn, but got up and voluntarily interpreted what 
was said.  

He first put questions to the witnesses in the Maori language, and repeated the answers in 
English; I refer to the witnesses for the prosecution; on the first day, Mr. Kemp and Mr. 
Shepherd were examined the native witnesses on the second day these were Wiremu and 
Samuel Hau, the men from whom I bought the gum. 

 On the close of the second day's proceedings, I was committed to the lock-up by Captain 
Clendon Mr. Busby then said “let him go to gaol, let him have no bail, and allow him no 
communication with any one”.  

I was kept in the lock-up till the following morning on the third day I was committed for trial, 
and admitted to bail.  Captain Barber and Mr. Duncan offered themselves as bail, but Mr. 
Busby objected to Mr. Duncan, saying that “he was not worth the amount”  

I was held to bail for felony; on the opening of the criminal session, I attended the court, but no 
bill was filed against me by the grand jury; there was no charge made against Wiremu and 
Samuel Hau they stated in the Police Court that the gum was their own property, dug out of 
their own land, and sold by them to me.  

In consequence of that prosecution, I have suffered great loss. I had two vessels at the time to 
fill with timber, and my business was quite knocked in the head. I had also been put to great 
expense by coming to town, bringing witnesses, and paying a lawyer— not less altogether than 
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£60 out of pocket independently of injury to business and reputation.  I paid a lawyer £10 to 
defend me at the Supreme Court.  Since that prosecution, I don't think I stand so high in the 
estimation of the Maoris, and of the public. 

 Mr. Busby and I were both buyers of gum. At that time gum was much in request. The demand 
exceeded the supply; 

 On the second day of the investigation, Mr. Busby spoke for about half an hour.  

By Mr. Rochfort— l bought the gum in the commencement of February 1854. I received a 
notice from Mr. Busby after the purchase.  The notice I received was dated 1852, (produced) I 
can't say when it was written; I never wrote to Mr. Busby at all; the purpose of this notice was 
that, as Mr. Busby had bought all the gum on the lands of Wiremu Hau, it was his intention to 
prosecute for felony, anyone else buying the same. 1 did not think I had any occasion to write 
to him. He communicated with me by a summons I did not consider the property was his I don't 
know where the gum was at the time of receiving this notice it was not in charge of anybody 
except Hau I took delivery of the gum after the receipt of that notice I bought the gum before 
getting that notice Mr. Busby said he had purchased the gum from Mr. Shepherd when I 
bought the gum, Hau said it was his property; I don't know where the Imaum then was.  I had a 
contract to supply Captain Waters with gum, that contract was dated about six months before 
his arrival, which took place in March. The gum was on board the Imaum before I got the 
summons when I attended the Police Office. I consider that Captain Clendon and Mr. Busby 
both acted as magistrates. The investigation lasted three days. The witnesses the first day were 
Mr. Kemp and Mr. Shepherd, the second Wiremu Hau, Samuel Hau, Mr. Shepherd, and Duncan.  

The interpreter:  I consider Mr. Busby acted judicially on the occasion.  

Snowden:  I asked Mr. Kemp a question, and Mr. Busby objected. The question was whether 
Mr. Kemp had said in presence of others, that Hau and his son had never dug gum off land that 
had been sold to Europeans. The charge against me was for feloniously taking away gum from 
land at Kerikeri. The land was said to be Osborne's, and Mr. Shepherd said he was the agent for 
Mr. Osborne.  

I was not imprisoned the first day, but the second day. Mr. Busby acted on the second day as 
interpreter. I heard no one ask him to do it.  I am not a good talker of Maori. I did not 
understand the question put by him, because I paid no attention; I heard what he said in 
English; Wiremu and Samuel Hau were the only natives examined; I examined them through 
the interpreter. I examined Mr. Kemp, but one question was not answered I don’t recollect 
whether I examined Mr. Shepherd. I examined Duncan the interpreter; at the close of the 
second day I was sent to prison. It was not voluntary. I was not admitted to bail. The orders 
were given to the police-man that I was to get no bail. Mr. Clendon never admitted me to bail I 
told Mr. Clendon that I thought he was not doing me justice, and to be cautious I don't recollect 
leaving the Court during any of the three day's proceedings I was not committed for contempt 
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of Court. Mr. Busby refused bail; the moment I was committed, he questioned these orders Mr. 
Busby assigned as a reason for objecting to Duncan, that he was not worth the amount; it was 
on the third day when I was committed for trial.  

My name is Henry Davis Snowden I have been called Davis Snowden the document produced 
signed Henry Davis, I think is my signature; the date is 23rd October, 1836; I have changed my 
name, I got involved in debt in New South Wales and came here under a different name that 
was the only cause for four or five years I bore the name of Davis. 

 Mr. Busby made the speech I alluded to, on the last day; the purpose of it was that I should be 
committed; it was addressed to all who heard it, but he particularly requested the resident 
magistrate to commit me. 

 I purchased some gum from Tamati Walker's party, but not from himself they belong to the 
same tribe. They told me they dug it off their own land, land that had never been sold to a 
European. 

 I received a notice from Mr. Shepherd, cautioning me from purchasing gum dug front Mr. 
Osborne’s land, (notice read by registrar) after I received this letter, I never wrote him in 
reply— l told him that the natives were digging off my land.  

Notwithstanding that notice, I bought from Walker's party and the two Hau they told me the 
land was theirs, and I still believe it. Mr. Shepherd handed me the notice I have a whole bundle 
of such notices. I bought after I received it, (another notice was here put in, cautioning him 
from buying gum from Walker's party on the ground of its being dug on the land of Rev. Mr. 
Osborne, dated February 3, 18-54); I bought the gum after that I never applied to Walker for 
gum, he having contracted a debt with Mr. Shepherd, and made it over to him in payments. 

Mr. Bartley having objected to this examination, Mr. Rochfort said his object was to prove that 
Mr. Snowden was not over scrupulous generally, about buying stolen property.  

By Mr. Bartley:  There are disputed boundaries all through the country.  

Snowden:  Those parties from whom I bought, told me that the gum was off their own land. 
They said so to other parties, and also in Court. I bought it openly. As a free man, I presume I 
can reply or not to any notes I may receive. 

 Mr White having been sworn in as interpreter…  Wiremu Hau, a Maori, deposed I am a chief 
of the Waimate tribe, Bay of Islands. I recollect selling gum to the plaintiff last summer. It was 
somewhere about February (literally sometime after wheat was cut in the ninth moon). It was 
my own gum. It was dug from my own laud it was dug by me. I was charged by Mr. Busby with 
stealing the gum. I have never been tried at Kororareka for such, (defendant's counsel 
admitted that he was not prosecuted). I recollect being a witness against Snowden on the 
occasion of his being prosecuted. When I was in Court I stated that the gum was my property. I 
stated that it came from my own place.  
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Examined by Mr Rochfort:  I know Mr Osborne’s land of which Mr Shepherd is an agent: I 
know Tamati Walker. Tamati and his party dug some gum in November and December, 1853, 
on Mr. Shepherd’s land. I carted the gum from Mr. Shepherd’s land to Kerikeri.  

Mr. Bartley objected to the question. He submitted that what Tamati Walker may have done, 
has nothing whatever to do with this case. His Honour thought Tamati Walker had most 
reason to complain he was charged with felony behind his back.  

Examination continued… I knew it was taken from the land of Mr. Shepherd I knew it was the 
property of Mr. Shepherd, because I sold him the land. I had a dispute with Mr. Shepherd as to 
the boundaries of the land.  I told Mr. Shepherd that I had not signed the deed to him, but I was 
only in jest. I received a notice from Mr. Busby, stating that he had bought gum from Mr. 
Shepherd, and cautioning me against selling any of it to Europeans, the document produced is 
in my handwriting and is in answer to that notice.  

I made the contract to sell Mr. Snowden the gum at the Waimate in November that is, a 
conversation as to the price then passed between us.  

When I received Mr. Busby's note, some of the gum was at the Kerikeri, and some on the 
ground. After receiving that letter and before answering it I did not see Mr. Snowden, but I did 
before receiving that letter. I saw Mr. Snowden and sold him the gum after I had sent the 
answer to Mr. Busby before that I had not sold the gum. 

 I recollect a hill called Mangnaga, and of going with Mr. Shepherd for him to show me that it 
was part of the land sold to him.  

On the following question being put was there any rumour amongst the natives that they had 
a right to take gum off the Un-surveyed land of the Europeans: Mr. Bartley objected to such 
questions. Mr. Rochfort said that the plaintiff had incited them to that course for the purpose 
of getting the gum and that the receiver was always worse than the thief. Mr. Bartley said that 
his client was not a Maori, and any peculiar opinion entertained by them was not applicable to 
him… 

His Honour— I don't like to exclude anything, as all the facts may tend to assist the jury; they 
require knowledge of all the circumstances when considering their verdict. 

 Examination proceeded: The question above was answered thus… It was prevalent but not 
very much, in our locality your party had only heard it as a flying report. Mr Shepherd claimed 
the gum I hid. He also told me he had sold it to Mr. Busby.  

By Mr. Bartley— l have sold gum to other parties besides Snowden; to Mr. Watford. Mr. Busby 
in the letter in court, asked me to sell the gum to him, but not otherwise. There have been 
disputes between Mr. Shepherd and me about boundaries. I sold Mr. Kemp some gum but it 
was from his own land. What I sold Mr. Snowden was from my land.  
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Samuel Hau deposed… I recollect plaintiff buying gum from my father and myself. The gum 
was sent on board a vessel, I can't remember the name. That gum was dug from my father’s 
and my place. At the police office at Kororareka I stated that the gum bought by Mr Snowden 
was off our own land. I don’t remember saying openly we sold the gum we are the parties you 
should prosecute.  

By Mr Rochfort: Mr Shepherd claimed the gum that I and my father sold to Snowden after Mr. 
Shepherd made this claim, I informed Mr. Snowdon of it. At the time of such claim some of the 
gum was at Kerikeri, and some remaining where it had been dug.  

James Foster, sworn, deposed: I am a policeman at the Bay of Islands. I know the plaintiff and 
defendant in this action. I recollect when Mr. Busby prosecuted Mr. Snowden at the police 
office Kororareka, for stealing gum it was about the end of March, 1854. I recollect Mr. 
Snowden being put in the lock-up during the examination, I heard Mr. Busby say, when Mr. 
Snowden put a question to one of the witnesses, don't answer that question I don't recollect 
the question. He also ordered Mr. Snowden to keep silence when Mr. Snowden made some 
reply to that, Mr Busby said authoritatively that he was a magistrate he was then sitting at the 
Resident Magistrate's table, being also prosecutor at the time. The first day, Snowden was let 
out on the second day, Mr Busby said there was almost a case of felony proved against 
Snowden, and that he should be put in the lock-up, and no one permitted to have any 
communication with him.  

I heard Mr. Busby hold conversation in Maori with the native witnesses, but only a few words I 
can’t tell whether he was doing so as an interpreter I can't state with confidence what these 
words were, nor in what capacity he acted. Mr. Busby sat at one corner of the table, apart 
from Captain Clendon, the table I should suppose, was about four feet long.  

Mr. Busby stood up on the second day, and addressed the Resident Magistrate stating that a 
felony was pried. On the third day Mr. Busby also made a long speech against the prisoner 
saying that the felony was fully proved, and that he should be committed for trial.  

By Mr. Rochfort— Mr. Busby acted more like solicitor than a magistrate. He was prosecutor. I 
think that the word of Maori as interpreted by Mr. Busby, were not put down. The purpose of 
Mr. Busby's speech on the second day was that a felony was almost proved; that Snowden 
should go to the lock-up that no communication should be held with him, and that he should 
not be held to bail. Mr. Busby spoke as if the magistrate was guided by him. I was in court 
during the whole investigation. Mr. Snowden was checked once by Mr. Busby, for speaking to 
the Magistrate with reference to the question that Mr. Busby would not allow to be answered. 
By Mr. Batley:  When Snowden put a question, Mr. Busby addressed the witness, and said 
don't answer that question. He and Captain Clendon often sit together on the Kororareka 
beach.  
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Joseph Riley, sworn, deposed. I am corporal of police at Mangonui. I was at the police station 
when a charge was made against Snowden for stealing some gum. I was there part of the 
time. I recollect Mr. Snowden putting a question to Mr Kemp, and hearing Mr. Busby say, don't 
answer that question; it is of material consequence.  Snowden was upset at not being allowed 
to put such question. Mr. Busby then ordered him to keep silent, saying, “I am a Justice of the 
Peace”.   

At the commencement of the case, for about 10 or 15 minutes Mr. Duncan was absent, and 
Mr. Busby interpreted, but I don’t think the Resident Magistrate took down the answers. I don't 
understand Maori. When Snowden was arrested, I was told to keep him a close prisoner, and 
not to allow him to communicate with native or European. I received these orders from Mr. 
Busby and the Resident Magistrate. There were two persons came to bail him out, but I 
ordered them away doing as I was ordered. There seemed to be three or four prisoners at, the 
investigation.  

By Mr. Rochfort:  The two persons who came to bail him were, Captain Bolger and Johnson the 
publican. I was at the station house the lock-up is one room. He said he would give me £-500 
for bail. I didn’t inform Captain Clendon that this application was made; I did not think it would 
be of any use. That occasion was the first on which I saw Snowden. Mr. Busby put in he 
“ignored inrlic ir” against the plaintiff, and wished it to be read, to show then Mr. Busby was 
not named there as a prosecutor, and therefore an interpreter. Mr. Rochfort objected as it had 
been ignored by the Grand Jury. His Honour saw no objection to its being read. Read 
accordingly. This closed the case for the plaintiff.  

For the defence, Counsel for defendant, called Natarahira, who deposed:  I am a farmer I 
know the plaintiff in this case. I heard a rumour about white people's on surveyed land that 
rumour was that those lands might be dug without permission. Mr. Snowden told me so, on 
the commencement of working kauri gum. I owed Snowden some money he asked me for 
payment in kauri gum I replied that I had no lands from which I could get it. Snowden then told 
me to go to European’s land to dig; because they had not been surveyed I did so. Before 
Snowden told me this, I should have thought it wrong to do so. After I had been told it was 
lawful to do so. I did think it was right. When I was told so by Snowden, there were thirteen 
other persons with me.  

Mr. Clendon having been sworn deposed:  I am Resident Magistrate at Kororareka, Bay of 
Islands. I know the plaintiff and the defendant. I recollect Mr. Busby bringing a charge against 
the plaintiff for stealing gum. The investigation lasted two or three days I sent the depositions 
to the Registrar of the Supreme Court. Kemp, Shepherd, Hau, his son, and Duncan the 
interpreter, were examined Mr. Busby was in Court I sat at one end of the table, Mr. Busby at 
the other corner there were five feet between us. He did not act as Magistrate. Mr. Snowden 
questioned the witnesses the result was the committal of Mr. Snowden for trial. I thought 
there were sufficient grounds to prosecute him. Mr. Busby is a magistrate, and a land holder in 
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the district. I should say a magistrate has to do with keeping the peace of the district he resides 
in. I sent Snowden to the lock-up, having first advised him to find bail, but he refused. He 
cautioned me during the investigation. His conduct then was not what it ought to be on the 
occasion.  

Mr. Duncan acted as interpreter:  I have allowed parties to put their questions in Maori to the 
witnesses, but the interpreter by me at the time. I took down all the questions. There were 
some long stories I did not consider them evidence, but Snowden requested me not to omit 
anything, as something might turn up to his advantage. I offered to send for bail, and did send 
for it. No constable came to me to say that bail was offered. If he had, I would have taken it. 

 At the close of the proceedings Mr. Busby addressed me, I said to Snowden, I require bail for 
your appearance to-morrow morning. Mr. Busby objected, but I said that was my business. Mr. 
Busby was prosecutor, and prosecutors may object to questions. I have been 23 years in the 
district and have known Snowden for ten or twelve years. I cannot say what his repute is.  

By Mr. Bartley:  Mr. Busby benevolently objected to bail being taken. I don't believe he said, 
Silence, sir, I am a magistrate if these words were said they were not in that form or in that 
attitude I had frequently to tell Mr. Busby and the other to be quiet I will not swear those 
words were not used I believe they were not used, or anything like them I recollect the two 
parties arguing, a good deal of altercation ensued. Mr. Busby acted as any other prosecutor 
would be allowed to do he was provided with a seat, pen and paper any strange prosecutor 
would have sat at the same place the defendant might have had. the same accommodation if 
he had so wished it is not true that Mr. Busby said lock him up, allow him no communication, 
don't admit him to bail he made one objection, addressed to me, which I overruled I gave no 
such order I said Mr. Busby, that is my business,— Mr. Snowden, you had better send for bail'; 
he refused I felt annoyed at Mr. Busby's interference in my hearing he never alluded to his 
being a magistrate there may have been such alluvium, but I have no belief or recollection of it 
Wiremu Hau and the other native did not say in my hearing we are the parties, prosecute us 
they showed no reluctance to come forward the natives were not brought before me on any 
charge knowing the power of the natives, I was not surprised that Mr. Busby did not prosecute 
them. The learned Counsel was proceeding to put questions to the witness with respect to the 
natives not being prosecuted with the reason why they were not. His Honour—do not be too 
uru on the magistrates in this case especially, the Maori stated the gum to be their own; they 
had evidently committed no felony. There were no doubt serious difficulties in the way of 
prosecuting native chiefs, especially at the Bay of Islands. 

 Examination continued… I did all I could to protect and support Snowden during his 
examination I always do, especially when prisoners have a solicitor.  

By Mr. Rochfort: Mr. Busby objected, in his capacity as prosecutor, to bail being taken. He 
acted during no part of the examination as a magistrate. The witness then proved the 
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signatures of Mr. Busby and Mr. Shepherd to an agreement binding the one as purchaser and 
the other as the supplier of Kauri gum at a cost per tonne. In this I object to the prosecution.  

This closes the evidence for the defence. Mr. Hartley chose to address the jury… The 
argument just put in rtmuulul him of a nuuhant who sold a beiislvi-i before he had caught the 
boar. An article had been bought and sold which did not belong to either of the parties. The 
present action was one of importance. The case was strong against the defendant; in fact, a 
case of such wanton severity was largely presented to any jury. He would ci do  favour to 
establish, first, a want of probable cause for the prosecution, and second, malice in proving it. 
The learned counsel dwelt on the fact of the charge of felony being justified, rather than 
retracted, in  the pleadings, and urged this as an aggravation of the injury. He denied that 
there had never been any grounds for the committal of his client and could not see how the 
grand jury could well have done otherwise than ignore the indictment. Notwithstanding a little 
conflicting evidence, there is no doubt that Mr. Busby exercised considerable influence over the 
Resident Magistrate, that he did interfere, that he did command silence, that he performed 
many acts which were exceedingly improper.  He had done all this, partly because, as a 
magistrate such interference was habitual to him but animated without doubt perhaps 
unconsciously to himself by a feeling of rivalry, and strong hostility against Snowden as a 
competitor with him in the purchase of gum. In trying to keep that competitor out of the 
market, he had not only involved him in considerable expense, but damaged him in reputation, 
the loss of which was greater than that of money. Mr. Busby had commenced these 
proceedings, had conducted them throughout, and therefore was the head and front of the 
offending. In proving malice, the learned counsel alluded particularly that the fact of his client, 
instead of two natives, being selected for prosecution. It was well known that if there was no 
thief, there could be no felonious reception. His client's guilt could be no other than derivative 
guilt. Mr. Busby knew this well he knew that the property was bought openly he knew the 
persons from whom it was bought men who have said in court we have done it and yet as a 
man and as a magistrate he selected none of these for prosecution, but pounced upon my 
client. And why simply because my client was a buyer and not a seller of the article. Mr. Busby 
the benevolent, Mr. Busby the upright, would willingly have bought the gum stolen or not 
stolen and had offered to do so in one of the letters that had been proved in evidence. That 
gentleman, it was well known, had been eager to buy gum, wherever and under whatever 
circumstances it could be obtained and because my client, and not Mr. Busby, had been the 
buyer in this instance he was doomed to prosecution. Having commented on various parts of 
the evidence the learned gentleman proceeded to the question of damages. These had been 
laid at JESOO and were moderate. He alluded feelingly to the pecuniary loss and injury to 
reputation suffered by his client called upon the jury to place themselves, in imagination, in 
similar circumstances, and in giving their verdict, to act on the golden precept of doing to 
others as they would wish others to do unto them.  
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Mr. Rochfort addressed the jury for the defendant… Before commenting on the evidence, he 
would make one or two quotations, promising the remark that in an action of such  nature as 
the present, matters of law and of fact were too apt to be blended, and sometimes separated 
with difficulty. The learned gentleman then read an extract to the effect that any person 
knowing of felony, and not giving information was guilty of misprision of felony, and was 
punishable by the act of Westminster a magistrate with imprisonment for a year and a day, 
and other parties for a less term. The purpose of this second extract was that an action in 
trover wouldn’t lie, if the statements in the allegation were such as, if proved, would support a 
criminal charge. The object of these quotations was to show that it was not optional with his 
client whether to lay criminal information or to sue in a civil action. If he had done the latter, 
the learned Chief Justice would, in all probability, have felt it his duty to nonsuit him, on the 
ground that he had not prosecuted the ai'ninal m conviction. The learned gentleman who 
appeared for the plaintiff had certainly done all in his power for his client, but the cause was ab 
d one. Snowden had admitted buying gum from Walter's party, knowing the gum to be Mr. 
Shepherd's he had also made a statement to the natives which were tantamount to sending 
them into a draper's shop to take possession of all goods that were uniueasmed. With regard 
to the indictments, he could not see how Mr. Busby's name could possibly have been 
introduced as prosecutor. And with regard to the night's confinement in the lock-up, Captain 
Clendon has proved that this was his own choice. The plaintiff had done little good to his 
reputation by coming to that court for compensation. If he obtained a verdict, there would be 
no protection to property, and the functions of that court would cease. It would be positive 
encouragement for thieves. The length of the investigation and all the other circumstances 
went to show probable grounds for the proceedings and the attempt to prove malice had been 
a failure. As to any proceedings against the natives, it would be a useless attempt to enforce 
the law again it the northern chiefs. They had no power to do it, even if it were advisable and 
the law received but little support from such men as Snowden, who told the natives that they 
were at liberty to go on un surveyed lands, and take away property without permission of the 
owners he would leave his client in the hands of the jury.  

His Honour summed up as follows… In order to support this action, there must be a 
concurrence of malice in the defendant with the want of probable cause for I, is proceeding 
against the plaintiff. I take for granted that you are satisfied that in this case no felony has 
been in fact committed by the plaintiff. But though there was no felony, there may have been 
probable cause. It is your business to ascertain the facts and what inferences those facts lead 
to and justify. Then you will apply to those facts and enforce this rule, viz., if you find that the 
information possessed by the defendant was such as to produce in a reasonable mind a 
genuine (not merely taking them in a mistaken belief that the land was their own but 
feloniously taken) and that the plaintiff with a guilty knowledge received the gum under the 
form and colour of purchase that will amount to a probable cause. But, on the contrary if you 
find it impossible to conclude from the evidence that there existed probable cause, then comes 
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the question did there exist malice. In other words, was the defendant, in taking the 
proceedings against the plaintiff, actuated by evil feelings and not by a bona fide and genuine 
belief that the plaintiff had committed the offence imputed to him.  This is a question of 
motive, a question to bw» dac'dod by reference to the conduct of the defendant. Upon the 
original motive light may be reflected from the subsequent course of proceedings: And with a 
view to this question the whole of the evidence as to what took place in the Resident 
Magistrate's Court at Russell as stated by several witnesses (softened down as it is by Mr. 
Clendon) will receive. I am sure, your serious consideration.  

The Jury, after an absence of one hour and forty-five minutes returned with a verdict for the 
plaintiff (Snowden), awarded damages £200. The Court then adjourned till Friday, at 10 
o'clock.  
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3 

SNOWDEN-PATUAWA/NATHAN 

CONNECTION  
 

 

MAUNGANUI BLUFF/ARANGA-AHIKIWI-MAROPIU 

 

THE COUPLING OF THE FAMILIES SNOWDEN AND NETANA PATUAWA 

THROUGH NETANA’S DAUGHTER ‘MERI’ 

 

JOHN ROBERT (HAKE REWITI) SNOWDEN 

(Half European-Half Maori) 

 

Note: John’s father was Henry Davis Snowden who was also a hotel keeper and his mother 
was Erana Raupane nee Ururoa. 

 

John Robert Snowden also used the name ‘Haki Reweti’, was born at Whangaroa. 

He married Meri (Mereaina/Mattie) Netana of Maropiu as per the copy of marriage certificate 
as follows… 

 

John Snowden, Hotel Keeper Maunganui Bluff/Aranga, married 1885 age 31 born 1854 to Meri 
Netana age 19 born 1866. John’s father was Henry Davis Snowden and was a Hotel Keeper and 
his mother was Erana Raupane nee Ururoa. Mere’s father was Netana Patuawa a storekeeper 
and her mother was Tarati nee Poupou. 

Marriage witnessed by Netana Patuawa and Te Rore Taoho.  April 16 1885 Marriage held at 

the Maunganui Bluff Hotel 
10

 

                                                
10 SOURCE: FROM MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE. 
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MAUNGANUI BLUFF (NOW ARANGA) HOTEL AND ACCOMMODATION HOUSE  

 

LANDLORDS 

John Snowden 

Mr. Nelson 

 

It would appear from my research that there were only two known Landlords and the life of 
this bush-license was very short lived: probably from about 1874 until 1887 when John 
Snowden took his license to the Maropiu Hotel at Maropiu. The Maunganui Bluff Hotel 
became an accommodation house owned by Mr. Nelson who also established a Kauri gum 
trading store there about 1887.  

These establishments were situated just south of the existing Aranga School and were a 
halfway stopover between the Northern Wairoa and Hokianga. 

 

Notes:   In 1873 John Snowden applies for a Publicans bush license. Probably for a new 
Maunganui Bluff Hotel. In 1874 he applies for a timber license. 

1873. A. Snowden his brother applies for a Wholesale liquor license. 

1885-1887:  John Snowden was most definitely the Hotel keeper at Maunganui 
Bluff/Aranga. 

John Snowden played a big part when negotiating with the government for a public school 
at Maropiu. This was successful…   

On 21 November 1899, John Snowden of Maropiu wrote to S. Percy Smith the government 
surveyor…  

 

“I am instructed by Terore [sic] Taoho to write to you about his land at the Bluff. It was sold by 
the Government to Mr. Downey. He told me that Netana Patuawa had seen you about the 
Land. Hi [sic] Netana Patuawa gave him to understand the Government might give him Land... 
in the place of it... Terore [sic] says there is no Land near this place good enough to take in the 
place of it. He would take a 1 pound an Acre for the Land....  

You will oblige by seeing to it as the Old Man is getting old and shaky.” 
11  

                                                
11 (A5:728-729) 
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FOLLOWING IS A PART PLAN OF THE KAIHU VALLEY RAILWAY CO LAND ENDOWMENT 1890… 

 

It shows the old Maunganui Bluff Hotel at Aranga and Wood and Lowrie’s store half way 
between Aranga and Kaihu. There was no Hotel or Accommodation house in 1890 between 
Kaihu and Wood and Lowrie’s store as some punters would have us to believe. It is possible 
though that Wood and Lowrie were sly grogging (Illegally selling alcohol). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUSH FOR A SCHOOL AT MAROPIU BEGAN IN 1902 

 

John Snowden who had married into the Netana/Nathan family made a push for a school as 
early as 1902, when he wrote to the Minister of Education, applying for a school on behalf of 
the Maori: he named 39 Maori and 15 Pakeha children in the area and offered land. 

The local timber industry was in full swing and by this time a hotel, butcher shop and trading 
store had been established in the Maropiu district.  

With a new railway line passing through to Kaihu and later to Donnelly’s Crossing the 
population had reached a peak and so the demand for a school was certainly there. 



~ 41 ~ 

 

John had been the Publican at Maunganui Bluff/Aranga Hotel and also featured in the Maropiu 
Hotel which had been built by Netana Patuawa his father in-law. 

Following are some of the names that John Snowden sent to the Education Board with a 
plea to establish a school at Maropiu…  
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Board of Education 
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXXIV, ISSUE 197, 19 AUGUST 1903 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SNOWDENS FOR: AHIKIWI/MAROPIU 1899 ELECTORAL ROLL 

 
SNOWDEN HENRY AND MARY MAROPIU 

SNOWDEN HENRY BUSHMAN AHIKIWI 

SNOWDEN ROBERT BUSHMAN AHIKIWI 

SNOWDEN THOMAS BUSHMAN AHIKIWI 

SNOWDEN JOHN BUSHMAN AHIKIWI 

SNOWDEN ELLEN DOMESTIC DUTIES AHIKIWI 
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4 

NETANA PATUAWA 
BORN: HAPU HOKOKEHA, IWI NGAPUHI:  

1829-1895  

 

 

AHIKIWI-MAROPIU-TE TAITA 

 
 
 
LEFT:  NETANA PATUAWA 

 

‘Te Hokokeha’ is another Hapu of note alongside ‘Te Tao 
Maui’-the Hapu (sub-tribe) that the Kamira whanau belong to. 

Following are some legendary explanations as to how this 
Hapu came about… 

1/.  The name is derived from an incident rather than a tupuna. 
There are also versions of the incident given in evidence by a 
notable tupuna Ngakuru Pene. He refers to the incident 
naming Te Hokokeha due to the killing and beheading of one of 
his tupuna. The assailants took the head and sold it to the 
Europeans for powder and shot. But the purchaser gave turnip 
seeds (other versions say flour or flea-powder) instead of 

powder. The seeds were thrown to the ground where they grew. Hence the name taken by the 
survivors of Hokokeha: (hoko is to purchase and keha is a turnip).12 

2/.  Te Hokokeha according to oral tradition got its name when a tupuna sold a dried head to a 
pakeha. He thought he was paid in gun pellets. When he opened the bag they were actually 
keha (turnip) seeds. Ngakuru Pene was well documented in the Hokianga area: 13  Some of his 
descendants moved to Kaihu from the Mitimiti (Te Rarawa) region, after Chief Parore Te Awha 
gifted him some land in return for a favour his father did. He cited Te Hokokeha as his Hapu in 
the land court. The Anania whanau did the same.  

                                                
12 REFERENCE MATIHETIHE HAPU PLAN DRAFT, AUGUST 2009 (AUTHOR GEORGINA MARTIN) 
NGAKURU PENE HAARE MANUSCRIPT 
13 (READ KARANGA HOKIANGA). 
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3/.  This incident was also recorded in a Land Court minute book from 1902 – The minutes 
record a series of claims by our Hapu mostly in relation to ancestral links, constant occupation, 
“the strong arm of possession”, burial grounds or jurisdiction over things like a mussel rock 
called Te Whatanui. In the minutes Ngakuru Pene said his ancestor had his throat cut on the 
land and that his head had been sold to Europeans in payment of turnip seed hence the name 

‘Hokokeha’.
14

 

Matihetihe Marae, at Mitimiti on the West Coast represents the Hapu of Te Tao Maui and 
Te Hokokeha.  

 

Note:  It is interesting to note that Ngakuru Pene, Toko Mikahere, Tana and Wi Anania, 
Netana Patuawa, are all close to Wiremu Rikihana from Hokokeha Hapu of Te Rarawa. With 
some of these families still owning land in the Kaihu Village today. This land, 193 acres, was 
gifted by Parore Te Awha in return for a favour that the father of Wiremu Rikihana had done 
for him.  

 

THE MYSTERIOUS ORIGINS FOR NETANA PATUAWA 

 

It has been said, ‘Netana’ arrived in NZ on the Ripiro Coast off the French Man of War 
L’Alcmene which foundered and wrecked ashore on 3/6/1851. He would have been about 
twenty. As yet I have found no evidence... 

It has also been said that the Patuawa family name came from the Parent of Netana Patuawa 
who was ‘Nathan Portova’ which is said to be Portuguese. 

The following may be a link… 

Cook arrived in The Bay of Islands late 1769 and although the bulk of the crew were English 
and nominally members of the Church of England, Catholics aboard Endeavour included a Cork 
Irishman named John Marra, and a Portuguese, Manoel Pereira, who had joined the ship at 
Rio and was punished by Cook for stealing kumara from Bay of Islands Maori in November. 
1769.     

 

Note: My research indicates that Nathan is English and Portova is Slavic. I find no connection 
to Portugal for this name.    

                                                
14 REFERENCE: TOKERAU MAORI LAND COUNCIL MB NO.1, PAGE(S): 93 ; 95 

http://www.terarawa.iwi.nz/matihetihe-marae.html
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Further research indicates that both Netana and Patuawa are Maori names with Patuawa 
being a very young name. Both of which were not that common in the late 1800’s.   

Netana:  Ne: is that so: isn’t he isn’t she. 

Tana: his, hers or similar. 

Patuawa: Patu: to strike, hit with weapon.  

Awa: stream, river. 15 

 

Note:  The question I ask is, “if Netana Patuawa was so named at birth and went on to 
become an Ngapuhi Ariki or chief as all of the old news clips suggest: then why wasn’t he 
Maori? He certainly looks Polynesian. Could all of the above be just a legend or myth”? 

 

Netana Patuawa became connected to north-eastern Maori families through his marriage to 
‘Tarati’ who on her daughter’s marriage certificate (Meri Netana to John Snowden 1885) her 
name was written thus ‘Tarati nee Poupou’. Other suggested names from other sources have 
been: Tarati, born Te Poupou nga Puru. Tarati, Taituna Patuawa. Tarati, Patuawa born Puru. 

She was born about 1824 and died about 1906. 

 

Note:  It is very possible that her Hapu was ‘Whanaupani’ which is a Hapu of Kaeo. Close 
descendants of her and Netana claim this Hapu in Archive records. 

                                                
15 HTTP://WWW.MAORIDICTIONARY.CO.NZ/ 
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INSCRIBED INTO THE TOMBSTONE OF NETANA AT THE MAITAHI URUPA IS THE FOLLOWING… 

(ENGLISH VERSION) 

 

NETANA PATUAWA 
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From about 1870 the Patuawa family moved south from the Bay of Islands and resided near 
Ahikiwi. In the Bay of Islands it is said that Netana had been partners in a schooner called the 
Osprey with Hemi Tautari.  

Hemi was initially a well know merchant and the owner or part owner of several schooners 
that traded between the Bay of Islands and Auckland.  

It is very possible that Netana was an experienced sailor and he and Hemi had some 
connection whether through marriage or close friendship and so became partners.  

Hemi was also well known as an assessor for the licensing of Maori owned hotels. His 
influence would have, more than likely, helped Netana and John Snowden to get their liquor 
licenses.  
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Hemi was also well known as an Ngapuhi chief as was Netana for how else would Netana have 
settled into the Kaihu Valley with ease: with his teachings from Hemi, Netana also became a 
well know entrepreneur and business man, obviously bringing his wealth to Maropiu from his 
days of coastal trading. 

It would appear from the following land records that Netana bought out the shares of Parore 
Te Awha in a large tract of land called Opanaki No 1 which was originally 7300 odd acres. It 
would appear that Netana ended up with about 1900 acres East of the River from Ahikiwi to 
Maropiu and then East of the Maropiu Settlement Road.  After a subdivision the titles became 
known as Opanaki No 1 a to No 1 e of which all of Netana’s children would be given a block: 
Netana became the joint shareholder with Te Rore Taoho in part of that block called Opanaki 
No 1 d. 

It would also appear that Te Rore Taoho became the Trustee of the balance of land. 

 

Note:  I hope to cover these land transactions in more depth in my Journal named ‘Land 
Deals’ 

 

Records and dates covering this event and then the successors to Netana (his children) after 
his death are as follows…  
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1889 
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1894 
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1897 
 

NATIVE LAND COURT. 
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 20, 4 FEBRUARY 1897, PAGE 2 

 
 
 



~ 57 ~ 

 
 



~ 58 ~ 

 

1898 
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Note: This is not an official title it is hand written. I don’t believe that Te Rore Taoho was the 
sole owner. In official documents yet to be shown, it is said that he was the Trustee for this 
land with over Two Hundred owners.  
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1903 
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1908
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At ‘Maropiu’ Netana built the local hotel and store of which he was the owner of the hotel and 
half owner with Mitchelson of the store. The hotel was situated opposite the Maropiu School 
west of the Maropiu settlement road in Trounson’s paddock and the store was situated near 
the Kaiiwi lakes turnoff which is now Wyatt’s.  

The Hotel was run by licensed managers. The first being his daughter’s husband John Snowden 
who moved his bush license from the Maunganui Bluff Hotel at Aranga.   

From 1906 the hotel was sold to George Burnett who received a full publican’s license on the 6 

June 1906. 

The life of the Maropiu Hotel was short lived as it was eventually disallowed a licence on the 
grounds of the hotel being out of repair in 1911.  

Netana Patuawa was an extremely wealthy man for those days.  His will shows he had well in 
excess of 600 pounds invested, interest in land, plus 100 head of cattle, 300 sheep and 20 
horses along with some ploughs.   

He was also a man of benevolence one who also embraced the Anglican faith and who 
provided a wage for pastors. He was at the opening of the new Gothic style church at Te Taita 
in 1875.  He involved himself in community affairs by among other things, arranging sporting 
fixtures and establishing the Maropiu Brass Band. The latter, with its dark blue velvet uniforms 
and gold trim, stayed in existence for over fifty years.  

On his death in October 1896, an obituary in the Weekly News described Patuawa as a man 
much respected for the genuineness of his character and his kindliness of heart, always ready 
to help in the sports and amusements of his people. 

His family would become foresters and farmers with some going on to be people of the cloth.  

 

LANDLORDS FOR THE MAROPIU HOTEL 1887-1911 

 

NETANA AND JOHN SNOWDEN 1887 

ARTHUR DEMPSEY 1889 MANAGER 

STEWART MCIVOR 1903 MANAGER 

ARTHUR LOUIS HIGGINS 1905 MANAGER 

GEORGE BURDETT 1906 OWNER WITH A FULL PUBLICANS LICENSE  

GEORGE HENRY MCDONALD 1907 

STANLEY MOORE 1909-1911 
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Note:  Stanley Moore was a regular advertiser in the Northland Times in 1909, offering 
accommodation at five Shillings per night or 25 to 30 Shillings a week.  That “Seccombe’s” 
was the Sparkling Ale on Draught. 

 

ARCHIVE RECORDS AS FOLLOWS FOR MAROPIU HOTEL 
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It is interesting to note that in 1872 the Maori name ‘Netana’ is changed to ‘Nathan’ in a 
Southern Newspaper as follows. Also the name ‘Netana’ a chief of Waikato features in the 
Taranaki wars as early as 1861. This Netana was shot dead by the British forces. 

 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 4529, 1 MARCH 1872, PAGE 3 
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DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 3125, 12 FEBRUARY 1872, PAGE 2 
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PIIPIWHARAUROA RAUMATI CUMMINS 

 

The families of Netana Patuawa/Nathan are connected to the “Old People” of the Waipoua 
district through the daughter of Piipiwharauroa Raumati Cummins nee Tiopira; Sophie Urikore 
Cummins, Piipi’s daughter, married Aperahama son of Netana Patuawa of Ahikiwi. 

 
LEFT: PIIPI RAUMATI TIOPIRA 1857-1862 – 1952 OF WAIPOUA. 
MARRIED: SCOTSMAN: SAMUEL THOMPSON CUMMINS.  
 

BELOW: SOPHIE URIKORE CUMMINS 
GRANDDAUGHTER OF TIOPIRA KINAKI 

MARRIED APERAHAMA NETANA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophie Urikore Cummins inherited her mother’s chiefly rank; unlike her mother she did not 
exercise these rights in an overt way. Her leadership was to do with caring for people, tending 
to and providing for anyone who needed assistance. As doctors and hospitals were not 
generally available to Maori communities in those times, Sophie became the midwife and 
nurse to the families of her district. 
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APERAHAMA/PERA-NETANA/NATHAN 

 

SON OF NETANA BECOMES SON OF NATHAN… 

 

Prior to 1913 , when birth registrations was not required of Maori, surnames were not 
common, but they were used more after the Maori birth register came into being that year. In 
those times people often had two or more sets of names. 

Tribal names were an important link to genealogies and lands. School names were English – 
biblical, or anglicised Maori names, or nicknames, sometimes provided by families but often by 
teachers whether the name was acceptable to the family or not. 

Nathan a transliteration of Netana eventually became a surname. Not all branches of the 
family adopted it, choosing Patuawa or Netana after their founding member Netana Patuawa.  

 

Note: The birth certificate of a son of Aperahama and Sophie has him named as Edward 
David Noel Nathan. 

During his athletic career Aperahama chose to use Pera Nathan as his name. This was about 
the time, around 1900 when the name Nathan came into being for the Netana family. I 
expect it was the news reporters who changed the name from Maori to English as it was 
usual to do so in those days.   

 
 
LEFT: APERAHAMA NETANA PATUAWA 
ALIAS PERA NATHAN 
BORN ABOUT 1880 
SON OF NETANA PATUAWA 
 

In his youth Aperahama also known as Pera Nathan was an 
exceptionally good athlete and when discovered was trained as 
a sprinter, subsequently going on to become the Maori 
National sprint champion. Aperahama became a professional 
athlete it would appear, based in Wellington, earning prize 
money of ten pounds for a win, five pounds for a second and 
one pound for third. This was in the days before the New 
Zealand Amateur Athletics Association was formed.  

As good as this money was in those times, family anecdote tells 
that it was not as good as the money his trainer and managers 
were getting through illegal betting on Aperahama. However 
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their pickings decreased considerably over time as it became more and more difficult to find 
anyone willing to race against their protégé. It was even more difficult to find anyone wanting 
to chance their money against him, and to counter this, coaches were medicating him to slow 
him down. Once he discovered what was happening Aperahama refused medication but he 
complied with the demands of his managers by ‘running to lose’ for the encouragement of 
prospective competitors and gamblers.  

However that part of his career came to an end, when tired of being exploited, Aperahama 
went to an Uncle and told him to let friends know to lay whatever money they could on him. 
Though he had been told to throw the race, instead he ran to win. That was the end of his 
running career in New Zealand, all was revealed and he was held to blame.  

After this he was taken to running competitions at various events in Australia, where he ran 
under another name. While there it is said that he held, or perhaps broke unofficially the 
world sprint record over 25 yards.  

 

Note:  It would appear from dates taken from ‘Papers Past’ Peri Nathan was prominent in 
the sprinting world for about ten years. There seems to be a gap in local news of about 4 
years, perhaps this was the time when he raced in Australia. 

 

In between times, Aperahama worked as a bushman, but he later took up land in Ahikiwi an 
area near Maropiu and began farming. Sophie’s uncle gave her an eight acre block adjoining 
the Nathan/Patuawa land in order to ensure her independence from her husband’s family. 
This is where Aperahama and Sophie built their house. The rest of the land, which was partially 
cleared and suitable for farming, Aperahama and his brothers inherited from their father.  
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ATHLETIC NEWS OF THE DAY FOR PERI NATHAN ALIAS APERAHAMA NETANA16 

 
 
ISSUE 11391, 23 NOVEMBER 1891 
WELLINGTON AMATEUR ATHLETIC 
  

 
WANGANUI CHRONICLE, VOLUME XXXIII, AUCKLAND STAR, 

VOLUME XXIII, ISSUE 247, 15 OCTOBER 1892 
  

 

 
 

WAIRARAPA DAILY TIMES, VOLUME XV, ISSUE 4329, 28 JANUARY 1893, PAGE 3 

 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 9761, 
7 MARCH 1895, PAGE 6 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
16 PAPERS PAST N.Z LIBRARY’S 
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 123, 25 MAY 1901, PAGE 5 

 
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXXII, 

ISSUE 88, 15 APRIL 1901 

 
OBSERVER, VOLUME XXI, ISSUE 1171, 8 JUNE 1901 
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NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXVIII, ISSUE 11675, 10 JUNE 1901, PAGE 8 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

EVENING POST, VOLUME CXI, ISSUE 118, 19 MAY 1926, PAGE 7 
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REVEREND: WIKI NETANA PATUAWA 

SON OF APERAHAMA AND SOPHIE 

WIFE:  NOEMA ROSE PATUAWA NEE THOMPSON: BORN 9 MAY 1918 

PASSED AWAY 10 DECEMBER 2008; AGED 90 YEARS… 

 

 

OBITUARY FOR THE REVEREND PATUAWA 

 

Many were present from Mangonui and Hokianga counties for the Tangi and funeral at 
Mamaranui of the Revd. W. N. Patuawa, mission curate in charge of the Parengarenga Maori 
Pastorate, who died in Auckland Public Hospital. 

Reverend Patuawa was on the eve of his transfer from the Kaitaia Parochial District to mission 
work among the Maoris in Auckland, where his wide experience and mana would have made 
his work most effective, and was actually speaking at his farewell at Peria when he was taken 
ill. 

He was widely respected by Maori and Pakeha alike, and ministered to both communities 
while in the north. His loss will be a blow to Anglican Church work in the wide field that has 
opened in Auckland, replacing to such an extent the former opportunities in the country, for 
the Revd. Patuawa with his maturity, wide experience and knowledge of hundreds of people 
would have been an ideal choice. 

He was ordained priest in St Mary's Cathedral in Auckland in 1955, serving curacies at 
Waimate North, St. Thomas', Freeman's Bay, Kaitaia, Hokianga and Peria before taking charge 

of the Parengarenga Pastorate. He is survived by his wife, daughter and seven sons.17 

                                                
17 NEWSPAPER OBITUARY 
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NGAMAKO METE 

GRANDDAUGHTER OF APERAHAMA AND SOPHIE 

IWI/HAPU TE URI O HAU- NGATI WHATUA 

 

Ngamako Mete was born in 1935 at Waipoua, Tai Tokerau. She talks about being delivered at 
birth by grandfather Pera (Aperahama) Nathan Patuawa. Discusses her parents Noema Rose 
Thompson of the Uri o hau Iwi, father Wiki (George) Aperahama Nathan Patuawa of Te Roroa, 
Ngati Torehina, Ngati Whatua and Ngati Rehia, she mentions her paternal grandmother Sophia 
Urikore Nathan and great grandmother Piipi Cummins (nee Tiopira). Describes where she was 
born and raised: Recalls whanau who lived in Waipoua, the construction of kumara pits and an 
old Pataka: Mentions Liz Myers: Talks about father being a dairy farmer then becoming 
involved in the Anglican Ministry, the family moving to Waimate North, father's withdrawal 
from the ministry and Maori clergy being paid less than Pakeha. Names brothers and sisters 
and describes experiences at Ahikiwi marae and Kaihu village: Talks about the Kaumatua and 
Kuia of the Kaihu area, including Kino Raniera and Te Rore Taoho: Describes her participation 
in athletics and basketball: Mentions leaving Ahikiwi to work in George Courts in Auckland and 
her father returning to the ministry in Auckland. Describes meeting Rev Mark Mete and gives 
details of their large wedding. Talks about her children, their birthplaces, and their education 
and mentions the illness of one of the children: Gives details of her experiences during her 
husband's ministries in Bombay, Kamo/Hikurangi and Kawakawa Cooperating Parishes: 
Mentions sectarianism during the period in Kawakawa. Talks about moving to Christchurch, 
the difficulties she experienced on a modest income with her husband often working away 
from home, taking boarders: Mentions Rima and Kira Tirikatene and the Ellison’s: Talks about 
the Phillips town parish and running a mission shop.  

Describes religious study trip to Selley Oak College, Birmingham: Time at Ashton parish, 
presentation to Queen Elizabeth at Buckingham Palace and being part of a CMS delegation to 
Lambeth Palace to meet the Archbishop of Canterbury: Mentions nephew Manos Nathan and 
other whanau. Talks about Birkenhead parish in Auckland, racism, the Springbok tour, the 
Bastion Point occupation and the role of the church in confronting 

Injustice: Discusses the changes she saw among Maori when she returned to Northern Wairoa: 
Talks about her father's death, his pact with Bishop Panapa and his burial in Maitahi urupa, Te 

Taita.18 

 

                                                
18 INTERVIEW BY GARY HOOKER FOR TREATY CLAIM AT WAIPOUA 
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MATEKINO NATHAN 

GREAT GRANDDAUGHTER OF NETANA PATUAWA 

 

Matekino Nathan, daughter of Renata Netana Patuawa and Heni Tane Hohaia was born in 
Maropiu Dargaville on the 17th of September 1916.  Matekino never knew her mother Heni 
and was told she had died when Matekino was a baby.   

For several years she was raised by her father and aunties, but in later years her grandfather 
Ratima Netana Patuawa and grandmother Te Waimarama Emery became her guardians.  
Matekino was an only child but grew close to cousins from her Uncle Hone and Aunty Sarah 
Nathan's family, she considered them her brothers. 

She spent most of the time milking cows and living by the sea.  She remembered having fresh 
cream at every meal and her fondness for seafood.  She rode horses and travelled to the 

beach that way.
19

 

 

Note:  Hone (John) and Sarah Nathan farmed opposite my family at Maropiu. John was a 
great ole friend of mine and would always stop whatever he was doing for a chat.  

 

FROM THE MAORI ELECTORAL ROLE OF 1908 WE HAVE… 

 

Surname Christian Iwi Hapu Address Sex.  

Netana Pare Ngati 
Maniapoto 

 Maropiu F. 

Netana Tane Wi Ngapuhi Te Whanau Pani Ahikiwi M.  

Netana Wi Ngapuhi Te Whanaupani Maropiu M.  

Patuawa Hipiriona Ngapuhi Te Whanaupani Maropiu M. 

 

Note:  It would appear from my research that Hapu ‘Te Whanaupani’ is prevalent in the 
Whangaroa.  

Ngati Maniapoto is an Iwi (tribe) based in the Waikato-Waitomo (flowing water-cave water) 
region.  

                                                
19 FAMILY WHAKAPAPA NOTES 
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FROM THE MAORI ELECTORAL ROLE OF 1919 WE HAVE… 

 

John Nathan Ngapuhi Ngati Tautahi Maropiu M. 

Hana Netana Ngapuhi ??? Ahikiwi.  

 

NEWS FOR NETANA AND SNOWDEN FROM PAPERS PAST 

 
NETANA MEETS BISHOP COWIE 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME IX, ISSUE 2548, 26 MARCH 1872, PAGE 3 
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BISHOP COWIE 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, RŌRAHI XXX, PUTANGA 5434, 22 KOHITĀTEA 1875 
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NETANA IS IN THE RACING GAME AND IT WOULD SEEM HE  

HAD A VERY GOOD HORSE CALLED ‘FIRETAIL’? 
 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XV, ISSUE 5323, 7 DECEMBER 1878, PAGE 5 
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OBSERVER, VOLUME 3, ISSUE 75, 
18 FEBRUARY 1882, HORSE RACES 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



~ 88 ~ 

 

 

 

 



~ 89 ~ 

 



~ 90 ~ 

 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXVI, ISSUE 9321, 26 MARCH 1889, PAGE 5 
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NORTHERN ADVOCATE, 6 AUGUST 1887 
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NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XIX, ISSUE 6284, 7 JANUARY 1882, PAGE 6 

THE VILLAGE OF NETANA NOW KNOWN AS NATHAN 
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XVIII, ISSUE 103, 3 MAY 1887, PAGE 2 

NETANA AND THE 
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THE GOVERNOR (ONSLOW) IN THE NORTH MEETS NETANA AND OTHERS 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 8558, 5 MAY 1891, PAGE 5 
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COUNTRY NEWS 
NETANA IS INVOLVED WITH RUGBY 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 8869, 4 MAY 1892, PAGE 6 
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NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXIX, ISSUE 9007, 12 OCTOBER 1892, PAGE 6 
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DEATH OF A MAORI CHIEF 
STAR, ISSUE 5433, 7 DECEMBER 1895 
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NEW ZEALAND HERALD, 
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THE GUM DIGGERS' UNION ATHLETIC SPORTS 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXIII, ISSUE 10087, 24 MARCH 1896, PAGE 3 
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NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXIII, ISSUE 10187, 18 JULY 1896, PAGE 3 
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MAORI FEAST 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XXXVII, ISSUE 11313, 6 MARCH 1900, PAGE 3 
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THE MAROPIU TRAGEDY 

PETI NETANA OF MAROPIU  

TAIA NETANA OF MAROPIU 

 

THE HORSE BRIDAL MURDER AT MAROPIU 

 
POVERTY BAY HERALD, RŌRAHI XXXIV, PUTANGA  
11117, 4 WHIRINGA-Ā-RANGI 1907 
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ASHBURTON GUARDIAN, VOLUME XXIX, 
ISSUE 7341, 22 NOVEMBER 1907 

 
AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXXVIII, ISSUE 260, 31 OCTOBER 1907, PAGE 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~ 132 ~ 

 

 



~ 133 ~ 

 



~ 134 ~ 

 
MAORI WOMAN'S CRIME 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XLIV, ISSUE 13602, 22 NOVEMBER 1907, PAGE 

7  
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NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XLI, ISSUE 12598, 13 JUNE 1904, PAGE 4 
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HEMI TAUTARI 

1814/1815?–1883 
 

NGAPUHI; COASTAL TRADER, STOREKEEPER, ASSESSOR   
TAUTARI, MARY?–1906 TEACHER 

 
 

Hemi (James) Tautari was born, probably in 1814 or 1815, at Paihia in the Bay of Islands. His 
father may have been Te Koki, the principal chief of Ngapuhi at Paihia and brother of Hongi 
Hika's mother, Tuhikura, of Ngati Rehia. Te Koki is known to have had at least three wives, 
including the sisters Te Mutunga, Nehe and Moerimu. Te Koki and his son Rangituke were 
among the leaders of the Ngapuhi raids of the 1820s, including the attack on Mokoia Island, 
Lake Rotorua, in 1823. While Te Koki was away on that expedition Henry Williams and Samuel 
Marsden of the Church Missionary Society established a mission at Paihia, at Te Koki's request, 
on a site given by Ana Hamu. Hemi Tautari attended the mission school: he may have been the 
‘highly connected’ Hemi whom Henry Williams baptized on 13 May 1832, and who married 
Hera on 28 May. A child was baptized on 16 June 1833. Hera died on 7 February 1834, leaving 
two children. 

From the late 1840s Hemi Tautari owned and captained the coastal trader Napi. He traded 
between the Bay of Islands and Auckland and was known for his reliability. He was associated 
with regattas on Auckland harbour in the 1850’s. About 1853 he sold the Napi and traded 
instead in the Herald, a 25-ton schooner. His ships carried a wide variety of cargo including 
nails, bricks and candles, and took peaches, flour and bacon to Auckland. They also carried 
passengers. He owned the Herald until 1855 and was the owner of half the shares in the St 
Kilda from 1857 to 1865. In 1859 Tautari asked that half of his share of the proceeds for land 
sold to the Crown in the Kawakawa area be returned to him as a Crown grant in sole title 
rather than paid to him in cash, for which he said he had no desire. That year he became the 
majority shareholder in the Annie Laurie, and from 1861 to 1865 he was half-owner of the Sea 
Breeze, which he captained in 1862 when it carried Bishop J. C. Patterson on one of his annual 
voyages to the missions in Melanesia. 

Hemi's wife, Pane (Fanny), died at Paihia on 5 August 1860 at the age of 34. It is not known 
when they married, and it appears that they had no children. On 30 August 1861, at Paihia, 
Hemi married Mary Perry. She was the daughter of Robert Perry, a trader, and Harieta Haumu, 
and was born at Mahia. Her date of birth is not known. 

From 1865 Hemi Tautari ceased to own coastal trading ships. He retired from the sea, and by 
1869 lived at Taumarere, where he had opened a large store. He later opened another at 
Russell. In 1874 he was made an assessor to assist in the proceedings of the Native Land Court, 
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and was reappointed in 1880 as assessor for the Kawakawa area. In August 1871 his son 
Mehaka (or Mita) Hare, who had married an Opotiki woman, had been killed by government 
forces while fighting for Te Kooti in Poverty Bay. 

In 1875 Mary Tautari established a boarding school at Taumarere, alongside their home. The 
majority of her pupils were Maori girls, ranging from seven to 14 years of age; some boys also 
attended. By the mid 1870’s there were more than 20 pupils, 12 of them boarders. The school 
enjoyed a high reputation, and children were sent considerable distances to attend. Financial 
difficulties in 1877 threatened the future of the school at a point when, according to Mary 
Tautari, “the girls are now over their first difficulties and promise to be not only well educated 
but even accomplished and nice girls”. 

Mary Tautari and her staff imparted 'an excellent English education', a visitor noted in 1879. 
Instrumental music and singing were also taught and public musical performances given in the 
Taumarere hall. Mary Tautari was a strict disciplinarian, and her pupils were instructed in 
household tasks ‘in order that they may be Europeanized as much as possible’. 

At the end of 1883 the boarding school was closed, and a subsidy granted to Mary Tautari to 
open a small day school for boys and girls. The roll grew to 29 pupils in 1901, and the school 
received good reports from school inspectors for its standard of teaching. 

Hemi and Mary Tautari owned land at Taumarere and claimed a disputed area used as a 
recreation ground. They were the prime movers behind the building of a Maori church there, 
and Mary Tautari served as an interpreter and postmistress. Hemi Tautari health was poor 
later in life, and he died on 30 July 1883 at Kawakawa. He was 68 years of age. Mary Tautari 
continued to conduct the school until her death, at Rawene, on 2 January 1906. The school at 

Taumarere was not reopened after her death. Hemi and Mary Tautari left no children.
20

 

                                                
20 BY STEVEN OLIVER 
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5 

FLAVELL FAMILY 
 

 

 

KAIHU VALLEY 

 

It has been said that the family name was d’Flavelle and they were members of the French 
Aristocracy, complete with family coat of arms, featuring the Fleur de lys (French Lily)   Flavelle 
had the great fortune to arrange an escape from France to England during the early stages of 
the Revolution.  He is believed to have been a musician at the Court of Louis and Marie-
Antoinette.  On his arrival in England and settlement in Manchester anglicised his Christian 
name and his surname to Flavell.   

Nothing is known of his wife, but she was probably English.   

 

THOMAS FLAVELL 

 

Thomas Flavell was the eldest son of a family of eighteen children. He was well educated, as is 
proved from his letters held in the national archives. 21   

Not sure how or when Thomas came to New Zealand but probably around 1838.  He went on 
to be the Hotel keeper at Mangonui. 

1846: Thomas has put forward a petition to have a Publicans bush licence for Mangonui. 

1847: His Publicans special license in renewed. 

 

Born: Feb 17 in Manchester, England 

Baptised 13 February 1799, Died Aug 24 1869 

                                                
21 TE WHANAU DE FLAVELLE COMPILED BY MORELLE FLAVELL (NEE STYLES)  
MORELLE'S TAONGA (THE BOOK) IS "TE WHANAU DE FLAVELLE" 
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Married: Mihaka Heika Hei, and then married: 

Reta Kino Ururoa: Mangonui.  (Mihaka and Ururoa both Maori) 

 

 

DESCENDANTS OF: THOMAS FLAVELL 

 

Kaitaia Baptisms 

 

1840: Jane Norwood, Born in Mangonui, New Zealand, 

Died Apr 04 1901 in Dargaville, New Zealand 

Married Charles Robert Thompson 

Child: Matilda Jane born 1875 

 

1841: Ho Paihana (Joseph), Born in Mangonui, New Zealand, 

Died May 12 1920 in Pukepoto, New Zealand 

 

1843: Ngahuka Makinihi, Died 1918 

 

1848: Thomas, Born in Mangonui, New Zealand, 

Died May 17 1867 in Mangonui, New Zealand 

 

1849: Ellen, Born in Mangonui, New Zealand, 

Died Aug 22 1901 in Auckland, New Zealand 1867: 

Married Andrew Snowden 

 

1849: James, Born in Mangonui, New Zealand, 

Died Nov 24 1934 in Waiuku, New Zealand: 
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Left: Mr Ho Paihana (Joseph), Flavell established himself as a 
Saddler and Harness-maker at Peria, near Oruru. He was a 
thoroughly experienced tradesman, and popular with both 
Europeans and natives. Visitors to the neighbourhood of Peria, 
who may be in need of a saddle, are recommended to give him a 
call. Mr. Flavell was born at Rangiaohia in 1841 and was a member 
of the Te Rarawa tribe. Mr. Flavell learned his trade at Mangonui, 
Kawakawa, and Hokianga. 

 

 

 

 

THOMAS REMARRIED… 

Thomas and Reta Kino Ururoa  

 

Children… 

 

1850: Ellen Flavell, 

 

1852 - 1910 about: John William Flavell, Born in Mangonui, New Zealand. 

Married Ellen Snowden 

 

1857-1916 about: William Flavell 
married Margaret Mary Downes 

 

1858-1947 about: Annie Flavell 
married about 1880 Robert Snowden 

 

1863: FLAVELL, Benjamin 

Born in Mangonui New Zealand 

Died May 25 1908 in McKay town, New Zealand 
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Maurice? ship owner, married: Martha Flavell, 24, b. Mangonui 
 

1852 about: John William Flavell 

Note: The Kaihu connection… 

Born: in Mangonui, New Zealand 

Married: Ellen Snowden 

Born: 27 April 1856 Whangaroa 

Christened: 1856, Whangaroa, New Zealand  
Died: 6 Oct 1922, Kaeo, New Zealand 

 

Married April 25th 1871? 

Wesleyan Chapel Whangaroa 

Witness’s: Robert Snowden Settler Kaeo 

James Flavell Lumber man Mangonui 

Mary Ann Nisbet Kaeo. 

 

Ellen’s Parents; 

Henry Snowden and Second Wife  

Erana/Ellen URUROA 

 

Children: for John and Ellen Flavell. 

(John and Ellen both half Maori) (cousins?) 

 

1876: John William, Born in Whangaroa, New Zealand, 

Died Jan 22 1916 in Waiuku, New Zealand 

 

1877: Almond Snowden, Born In Whangaroa, NZ, 

Died Aug 13 1949 in Auckland, NZ 
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1878: Catherine/Katherine Flavell 

Born: 1878 Nov 21 

Whangaroa, New Zealand, 

Died Jan 24 1939 in Kaihu, 

New Zealand. 

(Katie half Maori) 

 

Dates for Flavell living in the Kaihu district… 

 

1878:  Katherine, Born Nov 21 in Whangaroa, New Zealand, Died Jan 24 1939 in Kaihu, New 
Zealand.  

 

1884:  Arthur James, Born Oct 12 in Whangaroa, New Zealand, Died Apr 10 1965 in Maitahi, 
New Zealand: Father of the following?  

 

1903:  Raumaewa (Barney), Born, Died Jul 09 1960 in Maitahi, New Zealand.  

 

1909:  Reta, Born Apr 09 in Kaihu, New Zealand, Died Sep 01 1996 in Matua Life care, 
Tauranga, New Zealand. 

 

 1910:  Michael, Born Apr 25 in Kaihu, New Zealand, Died Jan 22 1976 in Paeroa, New Zealand. 

 

 1912:  Harry, Born Mar 15 in Kaihu, New Zealand, Died Sep 24 1974 in Turangi, New Zealand.  

 

1913: Thomas (Smokey), Born May 30 in Kaihu, New Zealand, Died Aug 22 1980 in New 
Zealand.  

 

1919: Elizabeth M, Born Oct 31 in Maropiu, NZ, Died Apr 10 1980 in Maitahi, NZ. 
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1919:  Robert James, Born Nov 15 in Te Kopuru, NZ, Died Apr 30 1988 in Perth, AUSTRALIA.  

 

1932:  John Hone Heke, Born Apr 14 in Maropiu, New Zealand, Died Dec 30 1956. 

 

 1940:  Herbert (Bert), Born in Maropiu, New Zealand, Died Oct 27 1940 in Te Kopuru, New 
Zealand.  

 

1941:  Maude Reta, Born Jul 09 in Maropiu (Neville Cooper F/tree amend), Died Mar 22 2005. 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM PAPERS PAST FOR THOMAS FLAVELL 

 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XIX, ISSUE 1831, 30 MAY 1863 
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BELOW:  ROBERT HENRY FLAVELL. WW1 

MOTHER: MRS ELLEN FLAVELL KAEO 
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6 

FOY FAMILY 
 

 

 

AHIKIWI-MAROPIU 

FLAVELL, FOY CONNECTION 

 

 

JOHN JAMES FOY AND KATIE FLAVELL… 

 

Catherine/Katie Flavell 

Born 1878 married John James Foy 1905 

Katie’s mother lived in Kaeo 

When Katie was married she was living at Whangaroa. 

Katie’s parents John William Flavell and Ellen Flavell. 
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John James Foy age 33 

Born Yarram, Yarram, Victoria Australia married 

Katie Flavell age 25 living at Whangaroa 1905 

John James Foy’s parents: William Foy, a Grazier, Elizabeth Jane Collin. 

 

Family of: William and Elizabeth Foy… 

 

William born 24/12 1826 died 18/7/1896 

His wife Elizabeth Jane Collis born 20/8 1847 died 24/7/1881 

 

Their Children… 

1863: Anne 

1865: William junior. Died: 1909 

1868: John James. Died: 1941 

1871: Emma 

1873: Robert Henry 

1878: Ella Margaret (Sadie) Not Sadie Sherman. 

(Their mother Elizabeth deceased the following year) 
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Some dates for ‘FOY’ 

Date  

1869 FOY, John James (Jock), Born  in Gippsland, Australia, 
Died Feb 10 1941 in Kaihu, New Zealand 

1873  FOY, John James, Born  in Whangarei, New Zealand,      
Died Dec 23 1943 in Auckland, New Zealand 

1889  FOY, Nina, Born May 07 in Kaeo, New Zealand, Died 
June 23 1944 in Opotiki, New Zealand 

1890 FOY, Robert Andrew, Born Oct 04  in Kaeo, New 
Zealand, Died 1963 in Melbourne, Australia 

1891 FOY, Jessie, Born Feb 16  in Kaeo, New Zealand, Died 
Aug 03 1981 in Auckland, New Zealand 

1894 FOY, Henry Clarence (Sonny), Born Apr 20  in Kaeo, NZ, 
Died Aug 19 1926 in Auckland, NZ 

1895 FOY, Alfred Monty, Born May 07  in Kaeo, NZ, Died Jul 
18 1936 

1905 FOY, Dorothy (Dolly), Born Apr 17, Died Aug 14 1982 in 
Whangarei, New Zealand 

1907 FOY, John James, Born  in Mangawhare, New Zealand, 
Died Aug 04 1955 in Opotiki, New Zealand 

1911 FOY, Sadie Kathleen, Born Nov 06  in Maropiu, New 
Zealand, Died May 04 1989 

1912 FOY, Isabella Henrietta, Born, Died Jun 03 1934 in 
Opotiki, NZ 

1914, FOY, Mary Agnes, Born Feb 28 Died Apr 01 1970 in 
Waipu, New Zealand 

1921 FOY, Douglas Ross, Born Feb 24, Died Sep 02 1972 in 
Kaitaia, New Zealand 

1933 FOY, ?..............., Born Aug 19, Died Aug 19 1933 
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STORY… 

Note: The following copied pages were given to me by Roz Sherman. They were compiled for 
the Foy family reunion at Kaihu. No date. 
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7  

SHERMAN 
 

 

KAIHU RIVER VALLEY  

FOY, PRINCE EDWARD SHERMAN CONNECTION 

 

HISTORY FOR SHERMAN…  

 

“Sherman” meaning; English: occupational name for a sheepshearer or someone who used 
shears to trim the surface of finished cloth and remove excess nap, from Middle English 
shereman ‘shearer’ 

 

Direct Line for Sherman:  Thomas Sherman 1433 to Prince Edward Sherman 1829… 

 

1/.  Thomas Sherman, Gentleman, 1433. 

2/.  John Sherman, Gentleman, 1445-1504. 

3/.   Thomas Sherman, Gentleman, 1490-1551. 

4/.  Henry Sherman, Clothier 1524-1590 

5/.   Henry Sherman, Clothier 1545-1610 

6/.  Samuel Sherman, Yeoman 1573-1615/6 

7/.   Philip Sherman, (Honorable) 1610-1687 

8/.   John Sherman, 1644-1734 

9/.   Philip Sherman, Yeoman 1675-1740  

10/.   Jabez Sherman, Lieutenant 1700-1774 

11/.   Prince Sherman 1737-38 

12/.   Zoeth Sherman 1762/1831 
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13/.   David Sherman 1802/1845 

14/.                Prince Edward Sherman 1828/1902 

15/.      Edward (Ned) Sherman 1863/1925 

16/.               Edward or my adopted (Uncle Eddie) 1900 

 

10/.  SON OF PHILLIP AND HANNA SHERMAN 

 

Jabez Sherman, Lieutenant 1700-1774 

MARRIED Jedidah Hawes, 1700-1764 

 

1700. October 23rd, Jabez Sherman was born in Dartmouth Massachusetts USA in Bristol 
County. Conflicting data shows November 3, October 3, and June 1, 1699 

1709. July 30th, Jedidah Hawes was born in Edgartown MA which is on Martha's Vineyard in 
Dukes County. She is the Daughter of Benjamin Hawes and Dorcus Smith, reportedly of 
Mayflower ancestry.  

1728. Jabez Sherman and Jedidah Hawes were married in Dartmouth MA.  

1764. Jedidah Hawes (Sherman) died in S. Dartmouth MA on 22 December. She is buried in lot 
6, grave 6 in Elm St Cemetery, S. Dartmouth MA area, in the village of Padauaran MA. The 
tombstone is barely readable “In Memory of Jedidah the wife of Jabez Sherman who died 
December the 22nd AD 1764 in the 56th year of age”. There is another tombstone a few feet 
from hers and next to her husbands that reads “Jedidah Sherman, 1764” this tombstone is not 
recorded by the cemetery 

1774. June 15th Jabez Sherman prepared his will.  

1774. Jabez Sherman died on 30 June, in Dartmouth MA and is buried next to his wife.  

Jabez’s tombstone is about 32inches tall and Jedidah’s is about 24 inches tall, both are about 1 
½ inch thick and made of what looks like black slate. With incised carvings, names, dates, and 
corner decorations. And have a rather distinguishing shape with incised roundels in both 
upper corners.  

There is also a smaller tombstone in grave 8 about 12inches tall for “H S Sherman, a child who 
died in 1766”. Another stone a short distance away reads “In memory of Hannah daughter of 
Fortunatus and Sarah Sherman who died April the 8th 1777 aged 2 years and 9 months of 
her age”  
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1774. August 8th, Jabez Sherman's will proved, personal property was valued over 112 pounds 
sterling. Much of his personal property was joining tools, presumed to be used in his 
shipwright trade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
ABOVE GRAVE STONES: LEFT:  H. S. SHERMAN BELIEVED TO BE A GRAND- DAUGHTER WHO DIED YOUNG 

MIDDLE: JABEZ SHERMAN (10) 1700-1774. RIGHT: JEDIDAH SHERMAN (10) 1700-1764 

 

THE MAYFLOWER CONNECTION 

 

Note: The name “Shearman/Sherman” appears about (1650) as married into some of the 
Descendants of the good ship “Mayflower” who went to the new land. 

 

JOHN HOWLAND 

John Howland was baptized 16 January 1602/3 in England; he was a passenger on the 
Mayflower. John Howland married about 1623/5 in Plymouth MA to Elizabeth Tilley/Tillie, who 
was baptized August 30th, 1607 in England. She was also a passenger on the Mayflower. John 
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died 23 February 1672/3 in Plymouth MA and Elizabeth died 21 December 1686 in Swansea 
MA. 

 

DESIRE HOWLAND 

Daughter of John and Elizabeth Howland above was born about 1625 in Plymouth MA. She 
married about 1643 in Barnstable MA to John Gorham who was born about 1621. John was 
buried 5 February 1665 or 1675 in Swansea MA and Desire died 13 October 1683 in Barnstable 
MA. 

 

DESIRE GORHAM 

Daughter of John and Desire Gorham above, she was born 2 April 1644 in Plymouth MA, 
married 7 October 1661 in Barnstable MA to John Hawes, who was born about 1635. Desire 
died 30 June 1700 in Yarmouth MA and John died 11 November 1701 in Yarmouth MA. 

 

BENJAMIN HAWES 

Son of John and Desire Hawes above, born 1682 in Edgartown MA married 1705 to Dorcas 
Smith. Dates of death not recorded. 

 

JEDIDAH HAWES 

Daughter of Benjamin and Dorcas Hawes above was born 30 July 1709, she married JABEZ 

SHERMAN. 

 

THE PURITAN PILGRIMS TO THE NEW LAND 

THE “MAYFLOWER”  

 

The Mayflower left England on September 16, 1620 with 102 passengers plus crew, and after a 
grueling 66 day journey, the ship dropped anchor inside the hook tip of Cape Cod 
(PROVINCETOWN HARBOR) on November 11. 

The Mayflower originally was destined for the Hudson River, north of the 1607 Jamestown 
Settlement. However, the Mayflower went severely off-course as the winter approached and 
remained in Cape Cod Bay. During the winter the passengers remained on board the 
Mayflower, suffering an outbreak of a contagious disease described as a mixture of scurvy, 
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pneumonia and tuberculosis. To establish legal order and to quell increasing strife within the 
ranks, the settlers wrote and signed the ‘Mayflower Compact’. 

 At the end of that winter, there were only 53 persons still alive, half of the passengers and 
half of the crew. In spring, they built huts ashore, and on March 21, 1621, the surviving 
passengers left the Mayflower.  

 

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT 

 

Ye Compacte 
Signed in Ye Cabin of Ye Mayflower 

Ye 11 of November  
Anno Dominie 1620 

 

In ye name of God, Amen. 
We whose names are underwritten, the loyall subjects of our dread and soveraigne Lord, King 
James, by ye grace of God, of Great Britaine, Frand, and Yreland king, defender of ye faither, 
&c., haveing undertaken for ye glorie of God, and advancemente of ye Christian faith, and 
honour to our king and countrie, a voyage to plant ye first colonie in ye Northerne parts of 
Virginia, doe by these presents solemnly and mutually in ye presense of God, and one of 
another, covenant and combine ourselves togeather into a civill body politick, for our better 
ordering & preservation & furtherance of ye ends afordsaid; and by vertue hearof to enacte, 
constitute, and frame such just & equall lawes, ordinances, Acts, constitutions & offices from 
time to fime, as shall be thought most meete & convenient for ye generall goode of ye 
Colonie, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience. Yn witness whereof we 
have hereunder subscribed our names at Cap-Codd ye 11. of November, in ye year of ye raigne 
of our soveraigne lord, King James, of England, France, & Yreland ye eighteenth, and Scotland 
ye fiftie fourth, Ano: Dom. 1620 

 

John Carver --- William Bradford 
Edward Winslow --- William Brewster 
Isaac Allerton --- Myles Standish 
John Alden --- Samuel Fuller 
Christopher Martin --- William Mullins 
William White --- Richard Warren 
John Howland --- Stephen Hopkins 
Edward Tilley --- John Tilley 
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Francis Cooke --- Thomas Rogers 
Thomas Tinker --- John Rigdale 

Edward Fuller --- John Turner 
Francis Eaton --- James Chilton 
John Cracston --- John Billington 
Moses Fletcher --- John Goodman 
Degory Priest --- Thomas Williams 
Gilbert Winslow --- Emond Margesson 
Peter Brown --- Richard Britterige 
George Soule --- Richard Clark 
Richard Gardiner --- John Allerton 
Thomas English --- Edward Doty 

Edward Leifter 
22

 

 

SON OF LIEUTENANT JABEZ AND JEDIDAH SHERMAN 

 

11/. Prince Sherman 1737-38/ 1826 

 

Born: 11 Jan 1737/38 in Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 

Married: Sarah Sherman Born: 10 Aug 1739 in Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 

Died: 26 Nov 1826 in South Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 

Parents for Sarah; 

Jonathan Sherman b: 20 Jun 1711 in Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 
Susanna Butler b: ABT. 1715 in (guessing date) 

 
 

                                                
22  [TRANSCRIBED BY KIM TORP FROM MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS AND THEIR MARRIAGES FOR TWO GENERATIONS AFTER THE LANDING] 
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SON OF PRINCE AND SARAH SHERMAN 

 

12/. Zoeth Sherman 1762/1831 

 

Born Sep 1762 in probably: Dartmouth, Bristol Co., MA 

Died 11 Aug 1831 in Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 

Married Delight Brownell born: 2 Oct 1767 in Westport, MA 

Married; 21 Oct 1787 Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 

 

Children; 

 

Prince Sherman:  1788 - Unknown 

Uriah (twin) Sherman:  1791 - Unknown 

Jireh (twin) Sherman:  1791 - Unknown 

Sarah Sherman:  1793 - Unknown 

Delight Sherman:  1796 - Unknown 

Grace Sherman:  1798 - Unknown 

Zoeth Sherman:  1800 - 1817 

David Sherman:  1802 – 1845 

 

Son for Zoeth and Delight Sherman 

 

13/. David Sherman 1802/1845 

 

Born 10 Aug 1802 Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 

Died 23 Aug 1845 

Married: 25 October 1825 in Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 

To: Nancy Ryder: Born: 14 Oct 1807 in North Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 

Died: 4 Jun 1889 
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1850 widowed HOF in Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 

Parents: 

Edward and Mary Ryder 

 

Children for David Sherman and Nancy Ryder 

 

Prince Edward Sherman 

Born: 1829 in Dartmouth, Massachusetts, USA 
23

 

 

Name: Prince E Sherman 

Delight Brownell Sherman 

Born: 1832 in Dartmouth Bristol Co; MA 

She married Francis Smith Haskins 6 Jun 1852.). 

She married Abiather P. Haskins After. 1853. 

 

Maria L. Sherman 

Born 1834 in Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA. 

She married Ebenezer Howland 6 Jun 1852 

 

Grace M. Sherman 

Born 1837 in Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA. 

She married Richard Collins 31 Jul 1853. 

 

Zoeth Henry Sherman 

Born 1 Sep 1839 in Dartmouth, Bristol Co; MA 

 

 

                                                
23 SOURCE: 1850 UNITED STATES FEDERAL CENSUS 
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Almira C. Sherman 

Born about: 1844 in MA 

She married Henry T. Akins. 

 

Nancy A. Sherman 

Born 11 Mar 1845 in probably: 

Dartmouth, Bristol Co., MA 

 

STORY FOR:  MARY ANN ZOETH SHERMAN 

 

Her Guardian was (perhaps she was adopted?) “Zoeth Sherman” the grandfather of her 
husband, “Capt. Abner Devol Sherman”. His father was “Captain Jireh Sherman” brother of 
“David Sherman” who was the father of “Prince Edward Sherman” who would eventually 
settle in New Zealand. 

The New Zealand link is Prince Edward: Prince Edward and Abner Devol Sherman were 
cousins. 

 

Mary Ann Sherman 

Birth: 1826 New Bedford Bristol County Massachusetts, USA 

Death: Jan. 5, 1850 Rarotonga, Cook Islands On 24 March, 

 

1845:  Mary Ann Sherman departed from New England, headed for the South Pacific. She was 
the wife of American whaler, Captain Abner Devol Sherman, master of the vessel, “Harrison”. 
She died during that voyage, and was buried on Rarotonga Island. Mary Ann was one of those 
brave 19th century women who opted to accompany her spouse when he went to sea. She, 
like other whalers wives, became known as a “Petticoat Whaler”.  

 

CAPT. ABNER DEVOL SHERMAN was the son of Capt. Jireh and Anna Gifford (Howland) Sherman. 
He was the husband of Mary Ann (Sherman):  Capt. Sherman commanded the whaler, 
Harrison---a full-rigged ship of 371 tons---sailed from New Bedford on May 21, 1845 on a 
voyage that lasted more than five years. Aboard her were 31 men - the youngest 19 years old, 
the oldest 32 - and Mary Ann, his wife age 19. Mary Ann died January 5th, 1850 and on 
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February 9, 1850 Abner put everything he owned up for sale. “He was a recent widower and a 
failed whale man - he left his ship and never went whaling again. The 1855 United States 
census lists him as a seaman - he never remarried”  

OBITUARY 
 

NEW BEDFORD DAILY MERCURY-SEPTEMBER 1, 1893 

 
Fatal Accident - Capt. A. D. Sherman Thrown From His Carriage And Killed. 

Capt. A. D. Sherman, a well-known resident of South Dartmouth, was thrown from his carriage 
on Shawmut Avenue, near Austin Street, shortly after 6 o'clock last evening, receiving injuries 

from which he expired a half hour later. 
 

“Capt. Sherman, it seems, had been to Evergreen Park to try out a frisky young mare that he 
alone had driven and one that he was fond of speeding.--the old whale man died, in a violent 

and competitive manner that seemed strangely appropriate for one of his trade” 

 

Birth: Oct. 6, 1814 Dartmouth Bristol County Massachusetts, USA 

Death: Aug. 31, 1893 South Dartmouth Bristol County Massachusetts, USA 
24

 

 

 
LEFT: ELEANOR SHERMAN RESEARCHER RHODES 
ISLAND 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                
24 SOURCE: DRUETT, JOAN PETTICOAT WHALERS: WHALING WIVES AT SEA, 1820-1920, PGS. 180-182 
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 THE NEW ZEALAND CONNECTION FOR SHERMAN  

 

14/. Prince Edward Sherman 1828/1902 

(Son of David and Nancy Sherman) 

 

Born about: 1828 in Dartmouth, 

Bristol Co., MA, USA. 

1850 living with/widowed mother in Dartmouth, MA 

Died: 6 Jan 1902 in Maropiu, NZ 

 

Note:  It would seem that Prince (photo left) 
arrived in New Zealand in 1852 on a whaler called 
the Edward as news of the day presents. It would 
also appear he was a bit of a rough diamond… 

 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XVII, ISSUE 1305, 22 JUNE 1860 
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 2841, 3 SEPTEMBER 1866 

 

 

 

 



~ 166 ~ 

 

 

SUPREME COURT – MONDAY -CRIMINAL SITTINGS 

BEFORE HIS HONOR MR. JUSTICE J. S. MOORE  

 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 2848, 11 SEPTEMBER 1866 

 

The Court opened at 10 o'clock, and the trial of prisoners was proceeded with… 

 

KILLING AND STEALING A COW 

 

 Prince Edward Sherman and Charles Reardon, settlers, were arraigned on a charge of killing 
and stealing a cow at Whangaroa, on the 18th of June last, the property of James Shepherd. 
Prisoners pleaded not guilty. Mr. Brookfield prosecuted: Mr. MacCormick defended.  

Alfred Brown Shepherd deposed I am a settler at Whangaroa. Our family occupies 10,000 
acres. The piece marked on the plan produced is the S.E. end of Shepherd's claim, and adjoining 
Government property. On the 18th July I received information that some persons had been 
slaughtering cattle on our land, and went down to Tuparae in search of tracks. On arriving at 
an untenanted house, known as Curtain's, I found a large quantity of suet and a coat hanging 
outside, which resembled the one prisoner Sherman now wears. I next went in the direction of 
my father's old stock-yard, when I found appearances of horses having recently left there. I 
shortly afterwards saw two horses laden with recently killed beef. I also thought I saw a red 
and white beast, but it proved to be a white horse laden with beef. I went down to the Te Arei 
stream, and found that the beef had been crossed on a log. I kept ahead of the party, in order 
to identify the principal.  

I kept about 300 yards behind the prisoners, all the way to Curtain's house, where I had seen 
the suet. Prisoners kindled a fire and roasted some of the beef. I then left and went up to 
Tuparae, where I found the carcasses of two beasts one a bullock, and the other a cow near 
calving. I remained there until the prisoners and others returned, and kept in front of the party 
whilst they loaded their horses with the beef. I afterwards allowed the party to pass me, and 
followed them down to a house known as Snowden's.  

I then went for a constable, and took him to the house where prisoners and Snowden were. I 
told prisoner Sherman he had no business at Te Arei, and he said he had a right to get his 
cattle. I replied that he had no right to take my father's cattle. I then went with the constable, 
across the Te Arei stream, and traced the steps of the party until we came to a place where we 



~ 167 ~ 

 

found the skin and remains of a beast which had evidently been killed about two days. I 
pointed to the head, and told the constable it was the head of one of my father's milking cows.  

The skin produced is the same. The brand on the hide had been cut out. The cattle were 
branded JS on the side. The hide produced is the same, and corresponds with the hide of one of 
my father's cows. The horns and ears were cut off and could not be found. The portion of ear 
produced bears the remains of a mark similar to my father's ear brand. The legs were half 
white and red, and the skin produced, which I took off the hind legs I found in the bush, 
resembles the skin of one of my father's beasts. The beast was within six weeks of calving, and 
I saw evidence that the cow killed was in a similar condition.  

By Mr. MacCormick: There are parties having cattle running loose on the west side of Ta Arei. 
The Snowdens have cattle on the west side, and have frequently come on to our land in search 
of cattle. I don't know that my father has written a letter to the Snowdens about this matter. I 
saw a letter at a distance, which I was told had been so written. (Letter put in evidence, 
warning the Snowdens from trespassing, and demanding £10 for any beast belonging to 
Shepherd which they might shoot.) 

There were eleven men in the two parties concerned in the removal of the beef. I have known 
the prisoners for some years, but am not on particular friendly terms with either, and especially 
with Reardon.  

My father and Mr. King have lost over 100 head of cattle in a twelve month, and I might have 
said, “I've got the vagabonds at last”.  

I have had Sherman up before on a similar charge, but he was discharged. I have never said I 
would like to put a bullet through Sherman. On examining the tracks in search of the party, I 
saw traces of dogs and naked human feet.  

A native, named Hoera, pointed out the portion of the brand on the ear of the cow. Hoera was 
present at the time it was slaughtered. I did not promise the Maoris any money to give their 
evidence.  

The Snowdens own a good number of cattle in the district. By Mr. Brookfield my father's run is 
on the north side of the Te Arei run. Snowdens cattle have never been on my father's side of Te 
Arei. I have seen Mr. King's cattle there, but no others. There are a good number of wild cattle 
on the runs. 

 

Henry George Shepherd: deposed l am a farmer, residing at Whangaroa, and recollect going 
with my brother, the last witness, and a native named Hoera, to look at the skin of a beast. We 
found the head, with only the stump of one of the ears left. It bore my father's mark. The stump 
produced is the same, and I can identify the hide.  
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John Goodwin Shepherd:  deposed to the identity of the hide and remains of the beast found 
in the bush. 

By Mr. MacCormick: I had not seen the beast for six or seven years before, but I do not 
remember ever having seen a similar mark on a cow. I don't know that  Snowden  had a similar 
one. 

 Hoera Ihaka: a native, residing at Whangaroa (interpreted by Mr. Young), deposed to having 
seen the prisoner- Sherman shoot the cow, and, with the assistance of the other prisoner, 
dress it and take it away.  

By Mr. MacCormick: Prisoners skinned the cows, but had friends with them.  

I did say, before the Resident Magistrate at Whangaroa, that there were 10 men engaged in 
skinning the beast. I did not I think it necessary to say there were more than the two prisoners, 
because the others are not here. I was with the others. A man named Samuel Sleigh was one of 
the parties, and was the first to fire at the cattle Sherman fired next. I did not ham-string the 
beast. I did not say the cow would have escaped if it had not been for me. I got a small piece of 
the meat.  

At the time they gave me the meat Henry Snowden said, here’s a piece of meat for you now 
you can go and tell your friend Mr. Shepherd.   

I did not see the dogs pull down the cow. I went with a party to steal cattle a long time ago.  

I first saw Reardon in the party after the cow was shot. I had no knife with me, and did not 
assist in cutting up the cow. Reardon was not with either party when they started, but joined 
them after the cow was killed.  

By Mr. Brookfield:  When they gave me the beef and told me to tell my friend Shepherd, I 
understood they meant me to say nothing about it.  

Hoera, an aboriginal native: deposed I reside at Whangaroa, and recollect being in company 
with the last witness-s on the 18th of June. We were going to dig gum at a place called 
Owhatitiri, when we met a number of persons going to Te Arei, in the direction of Mr. 
Shepherd's stockyard. We left our shovels and gum-picks at the stockyard, and joined the party 
in the bush. The party came across two head of cattle, and Samuel Sleigh fired his piece. 
Reardon and his party had come up ju-.t before this. Sherman fired after Sleigh, and the beast 
shortly afterwards fell down, the dogs having pursued and caught it.  

There were ten men engaged in skinning it. Sherman stood at the head, and Keardeu assisted 
in skinning; it. The beast was then cut up, and apportioned amongst those present.  

I saw Henry Snowden cutting off the horns of the beast after the party had left with the meat 
for the stock-yard. Henry Snowden gave me a piece of beef, saying, here's a piece of beef. Now 
you can go and tell your friend Mr. Shepherd. 



~ 169 ~ 

 

 

Mr. MacCormick objected to the question asked by his learned friend…  

what did you understand him to mean by that His Honor ruled that the question might be put 
for the information of the Court and jury, who were not familiar with the interpretation of the 
Maori.  

Examination continued: According to native custom, the expression meant, as they were in 
Mr. Shepherd’s district, they were not to say anything about it. I afterwards pointed out the 
place where the cow was shot to Mr. Shepherd. The skin produced is the skin of the beast I saw 
Sherman kill.  

By Mr. MacCormick: in digging gum we use a spade, a pick, and a knife. We had everything 
necessary to dig gum on this occasion. I went with the party because I knew they were going to 
kill cattle. I left my knife with the other tools. 

 Constable Radcliffe:  deposed to having apprehended the prisoner’s over the present charge 
from information lodged by Mr. Brown Shepherd.  

Mr. MacCormick, at this stage, asked his Honor if there was sufficient evidence against the 
prisoner Reardon to convict him if not, and the Court thought proper to discharge him, he 
would avail himself of his evidence on behalf of the other prisoner. 

 Mr. Brookfield argued that there was evidence sufficient to go before the jury, and Honor ruled 
that the case should be submitted to the jury upon the evidence adduced.  

Mr. MacCormick briefly replied on behalf of the prisoners, and called evidence.  

Henry Snowden: deposed I am a settler at Whangaroa, and have a number of cattle on the Te 
Arei bush. There are others having cattle there besides the prosecutor in this case. The cattle 
are wild, and plenty of them unbranded. I always take dogs with me when hunting cattle, and 
sometimes guns. 

 I know Sherman. He is married to a sister of mine, and lives at Te Arei. I made an appointment 
with him to go in search of cattle belonging to both of us on the Te Arei bush. There were five 
others who went from our house. After we started we met several others, and amongst them 
the two last witnesses. We asked them if they had seen any cattle, and they joined us in the 
search. 

 We were afterwards joined by some more of our party, and came across two head of cattle. 
Samuel Sleigh fired at one of them, but did not kill it. Sherman next fired, but did not hit the 
beast. The whole party then ran after the beast about three-quarters of a mile, the dogs taking 
the lead. The dogs caught the beast, and it was ham-strung.  

Hoera was near the beast when I got up to it, and was saying that if it had not been for him the 
beast would not have been killed. The cattle we pursued were wild. I was present when the 
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beast was skinned. It had no brand upon it. I cut up the meat in quarters, and assisted to carry 
it down to our resting place.  

I gave the Maoris some to assist in carrying it. They took it away in their kits.  

I was brought up in the Resident Magistrate's Court on a charge of killing the cow. The 
prisoners had been commuted before then.  

I am not on good terms with the Shepherds. I was acquitted of the charge.  

By Mr. Brookfield: I had been constantly warned from stealing cattle by the Shepherds. I have 
not seen any of our cattle on Shepherd's land for the last five or six years. It is not usual to take 
guns when mustering cattle. We intended to shoot what we could not drive. Reardon was with 
us when the cow was fired, and helped to skin the beast. I cut the three holes in the beast's 
hide for fun because I knew that if my friend Mr. Shepherd saw a skin, lying branded he would 
swear the beast was his. I did not cut off the horns and ears. I will not swear they were left on 
the head. My brother Andrew skinned the beast. I don't think the beast had ever been milked. 
The cow was in calf. I examined her for brands when dead and alive, but saw none. 

 By Mr. MacCormick: the cow was not found on Mr. Shepherd's land, and not killed there. We 
crossed over the land in search of the cattle. I did not find any particular mark on the beast 
when I examined it.  

This closed the case.  

Counsel on both sides having addressed the jury, His Honor summed up, and the jury returned 
a verdict of guilty.  

Sentence:  Two years imprisonment each, with hard labour.  

The Court rose at 7.15, until 10 a.m. to-day, when a new jury will be empanelled for the 
remainder of the criminal session.  
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXII,  
ISSUE 32, 7 FEBRUARY 1891 

 
 
 

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 59, 11 MARCH 1891, 

 

 

 

 

Note: No Bill: A term that the foreman of the Grand Jury writes across the face of a bill of 
indictment (a document drawn up by a prosecutor that states formal criminal charges 
against a designated individual) to indicate that the criminal charges alleged therein against 
a suspect have not been sufficiently supported by the evidence presented before it to 
warrant his or her criminal prosecution. 

 

PRINCE EDWARD MARRIED SOPHIA SNOWDEN 

At KeriKeri New Zealand 19th Feb 1859 

 

Sophia born: 18 MAY 1841 at: Whangaroa, NZ 

Died: 24 SEP 1916 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Parents of Sophia 

Father: Henry Davis Snowden 

Mother: Sophia Jaques 

 

Descendants (May not be all)… 

 

Name: Zoeth (Joe) Sherman 

Born: 21 JAN 1860 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Married: 25 FEB 1884 at: Mangonui, NZ 
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Died: 27 JAN 1933 at: Whangaroa 

Spouses: Cornelia Rosieur 

 

Name: Almira (Dolly) Sherman 

Born: 1862 at:  

Married: 10 JAN 1879 at: Mangonui, NZ 

Died: 23 SEP 1942 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Spouse: John (Jack) Foley 

 

Name: Edward (Ned) Sherman 

Born: 1863 at: 

Married: 21 JAN 1887 at: Dargaville, NZ 

Died: 11 JUN 1925 at: 

Spouse: Sarah Harvey Dawson 

 

Name: George Sherman 

Born: About 1863 at: 

Married: at: 

Died: 8 FEB 1898 at: 

Spouse: 

 

Name: Henry Sherman 

Born: 1864 at: 

Married: 4 JAN 1901 at: Auckland, NZ 

Died: 24 AUG 1915 at: 

Spouse: Ellen Fogden 
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Name: Nancy Sherman 

Born: 12 AUG 1866 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Married: 6 FEB 1884 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Died: 27 SEP 1947 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Spouse: Thomas (Tom) Fleming 

 

Name: David Sherman 

Born: 1869 at: 

Married: 6 MAY 1896 at: Whangaroa, NZ 

Died: 28 MAR 1933 at: 

Spouse: Cecily Cruller 

 

Name: Mary Sherman 

Born: 1871 at: 

Married: at: 

Died: at: 

Spouse: George Rosieur John Evans 

 

Name: John (Jack) Sherman 

Born: 1873 at: 

Married: at: 

Died: 17 FEB 1942 at: Dargaville, NZ 

Spouses: Mary Dalton - Janet White Evans 

 

Name: Minnie Sherman 

Born: 5 DEC 1976 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Married: 19 JAN 1893 at: 

Died: 2 SEP 1944 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Spouse: Robert John (Bob) Fleming 
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Name: Charles (Dick) Sherman 

Born: 3 MAY 1878 at: 

Married: at: 

Died: 24 JAN 1939 at: 

Spouse: Alvie Mary Boyd 

 

Name: Ellen (Nellie) Sherman 

Born: 2 JAN 1880 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Married: 9 OCT 1906 at: 

Died: 2 JUN 1961 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Spouse: James (Jimmie) Hancock-James 

 

Name: Annie Sherman 

Born: 19 FEB 1982 at: 

Married: 7 JAN 1904 at: Auckland, NZ 

Died: at:  

Spouse: Alfred Smythe 

 

Name: Arthur (Sharkey) Sherman 

Born: 2 JUN 1883 at: 

Married: at: 

Died: 16 NOV 1969 at: Totara North, NZ 

Spouse: 

 

Name: Abner Sherman 

Born: 3 DEC 1984 at: 

Married: at: 

Died: 10 SEP 1915 at: Totara North, NZ 

Spouse: 
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Name: Frederick (Fred) Sherman 

Born: 13 MAR 1887 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Married: 29 JAN 1907 at: Totara North, NZ 

Died: 17 MAY 1956 at: Totara Nth, NZ 

Spouse: Bertha Winifred Frear 

 

15/.  EDWARD (NED) SHERMAN 1863/1925 

(Son of Prince Edward and Sophie Sherman) 

Born: 1863   at: 

Married: 21 JAN 1887 at: Dargaville, NZ 

Died: 11 JUN 1925 at: 

Spouse: Sarah Harvey Dawson 

 

Children of Edward and Sarah of Kaihu... 

Arthur Sherman  

1888 Minnie 

1889 Mary 

1889 Ellen 

1891 Arthur 15 September  

1894 Sarah Harvey 

1896 Alice Maud 

1898 George 

 

1900. Edward (Uncle Eddie) 

1903 John William 

1908 Elizabeth 
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16/.  EDWARD SHERMAN (UNCLE EDDIE) 

(Son of Edward (Ned) and Sarah Sherman)  

Married: Sadie Foy 

16th August 1933 Methodist Church Kaihu 
25

 

 

Notes;  
=========================== 
11/21/01 Louise 
 
It doesn't give a birth date just that he was born in the United States and died on 6th of January 1902 here in 
New Zealand at the age of 86. That makes his year of birth 1816. Is this of any use? 
============= 
12-08-01 Louise 
 
I have sent you a copy of Prince Edwards death certificate it says where he is buried (Mount Wesley Cemetery) 
which is not far from Dargaville, Maropiu is where he died  
============= 
12/14/01 From: cwhite@kaipara.govt.nz (Charlane H. White) To: Louise 
 
Sorry I've been so long replying but have only just had a spare few minutes to go out to the cemetery to find 
this grave. Unfortunately there is no headstone at all. Our records show that he is buried there but nothing to 
photograph. 
============ 
SOY NL of April 1999 has listings of Witnesses to Marriages in NZ, by Philip Williams. Listed as witnesses for 
Prince and Sophia are;  
H. D. Snowden and Erena Snowden. 
They were married by Rev. Richard Davis 

 

                                                
25 SOURCES FOR SHERMAN GENEALOGY: 
WIFE OF TED SHERMAN: ROSALIND. 
TITLE: RVS-68 
TITLE: LOUISE FORD EMAIL-NOV01 
TITLE: DEATH CERTIFICATE 
TITLE: 1850 MA CENSUS, JHS-91 
TITLE: NZ WEBSITE 
TITLE: IGI 
ROOTS WEB 

 



~ 178 ~ 

 

 

8  

WHITEHEAD AND BAKER 
 

 

 

KAIHU VALLEY 

1897 

TWO OLD FAMILIES OF THE NORTH WITH DESCENDANTS WHO LIVED AT KAIHU 

 
 
LEFT:  MRS MARY WHITEHEAD AND SON VERNON 

 

Note: Mary Whitehead nee Baker and William 
Whitehead lived at Kaihu. 

 

Old Mrs Mary Whitehead nee Baker lived opposite 
the present day rugby field at Kaihu. I remember 
visiting during the days of my collecting old kiwi-
ana. The old cottage is still there today behind the 
original blacksmiths shed. 

In the early days she had ‘Goldie’ the famous New 
Zealand artist stay with her as he searched for old 
Maori identities to paint. For payment for his board 
he left an original painting and when I visited it was 
there hanging on the inside wall of her house. We 
used to chat about the old days at Kaihu and she 

remembered the days when my dad who was just twelve years old milked her few cows in a 
shed up on the hill opposite her house next to the Kaihu hotel.   
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 RAWENE – HOKIANGA  

1793-1877 

 

JOHN BAKER (SNR) 1794-1869 

 

Notes:  John Baker arrived in Hokianga 1828 according to the “Roll of early settlers and 

descendants of the Auckland province prior to the end of 1852” 
26

 

Europeans resident in the Hokianga, 1838 - John Baker, sawyer, at Mangamuka. 

 John is listed with a Maori wife and 2 children (not named in journal)  

 
 

FAMILY TREE… 27 

(f) and (m) refer to gender / m=married. b=born. d=died. 

 

John Baker (snr) 

Born - 1793- died- 28th July 1869 Rawene 
married 1818 to Mere Maro Koperu 

Born - 1795- died- 1874 Rawene 

 
(Name of Maori wife supplied by family member) 

 

Children… 

1/. John - b- 1830 m 1878 Rawene  

2/. Michael Maximus b - 1832  
3/. Catherine b - 1844   

4/. Thomas b-1851 - d - 1851  
 

1/.  John (junior) wife-Maria Bower - b - about 1830 - m – 1878 - d - 1909  
 

                                                
26 SOURCE: J. BUSBY “DISPATCHES FROM THE BRITISH RESIDENT 1833-1839” 
27 NOTE:  THE FOLLOWING FAMILY TREE KINDLY GIVEN TO ME BY LINDA WALCH THE EARLY WIFE OF BILL DANE THE GRANDSON OF MARY WHITEHEAD NEE 
BAKER SHOWS THE CONNECTION OF THOSE VERY OLD MAORI PEOPLE TO THE BAKER AND WHITEHEAD FAMILY OF KAIHU.  
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Children… 

Catherine - 1879 // John Francis -b-1881-// Charlotte-1883 - // Mary -1885 - // Thomas James -
b- 1887 - // Ada Maria - 1889- // Michael George -b-1891. 

  

2/.  Michael Maximus- wife -Maria Munhall -b-1841-m- 1906 - Rawene 

 
Children…  

Annie Venetia -b- 1861- // Ellen -b- 1863- // Joseph -b- // 1865 Rebecca -b-1867- // Leah -b- 
1869 -// Marion -b-1871-// Hugh-b-1873-//Maud Elizabeth -b-1875- // William Thomas -b-

1877  
 

3/.  Catherine -- Husband -- John Walters -b-1842 - Rawene -m-1863-  
 

Children…  
Two only known - William -b-1864 -// Emmaline -b-1866  

 

4/. Thomas - Died at birth – 1851 
28  

 

1/. John Baker (Jnr.) (1831 – 1883) 

Married: Maria Bowyer (1836-1909) 

Their Daughter: Mary Baker (1876 - ?) Married 1897 to William Whitehead (1869-1926) 

 (Maori connection; Mere Maro Koperu of Ngati Rauawa of Lower Waima) 

 

Note:   The following legendary and factual Whakapapa for this Whanau/family follows the 

direct line of descent from Rahiri and Whakaruru to the present day. 
29

 

 

Rahiri descends from Kupe who, it is said, arrived in the Hokianga by canoe from Hawaiki 
about 700 years ago… 

 

                                                
28 SOURCE: EDMONDS ALLAN 
29 SOURCE: RICHARD BAKER (SON OF NELSON BAKER.) AND BEN TE WAKE OF HOKIANGA 
NOELLE’S (GRANDDAUGHTER OF MRS MARY WHITEHEAD KAIHU) HISTORY NOTES   FEBRUARY 2009-02-19 
NOTE – PAGES REFER TO “HOKIANGA” BY JACK LEIGH  RAHIRI   - PP. 18,20-24,30-31,35,148,155.  
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Born at Whiria Pa near Pakanae he spent part of his life at Whakatane but eventually returned 
to his birthplace with his grandfather Puhi moana ariki.  He took his name from a member of 
the Whakatane community.  His first wife was Ahuaiti of Purerua in the Bay of Islands.  His 
second wife was Whakaruru (of Ngati Awa) who he married at Rawene.  Rahiri was given 
credit for the events which launched Ngapuhi to military pre-eminence at Hokianga and the 
Bay of Islands, in fact much of the north island.  Descent from Rahiri is an essential 
requirement for any Ngapuhi of distinction. 

It is believed that he finally settled at Kawhia on the west coast. 

 

KAHARAU  

 

Kaharau was the son of Rahiri and Whakaruru.  He married Houtaringa at Puketaka, two miles 
southwest of Kaikohe.   There is a story relating to Kaharau making a kite, releasing it from 
Whiria and following its progress until it eventually landed at Puketaka.  He found Houtaringa 
standing beside it and promptly decided to marry her.   

Kaharau was responsible for initiating a campaign which resulted in the eviction of most of the 
Ngati Awa and Rarawa from the Hokianga after successfully defending his Pa Koko-pa-rite-he 
at Pakanae against them.  These events took place in the early 1600’s at approximately the 

time of Abel Tasman’s visit. 
30

 

 

TAURAPOTO 

 

Taurapoto was the son of Kaharau and Houtaringa.   His marriage to his wife Ruakawhiria, 
daughter of Uenuku, united the Kaikohe and Hokianga branches of Ngapuhi.  It was during his 
time that Ngati Awa and Rarawa were finally expelled or left the Hokianga and Waima was 
protected by him and his many Pa.  He had two sons, Tupoto and Mahiapoake.  

 

TUPOTO 

 

Tupoto married Kauae, daughter of Ueoneone, a Hokianga chief.  They had two sons, Korukoru 
(Ngati Raumati Rangatira) and Tuiti. 
                                                
30  KAHARAU-PAGES 21-22, 24-26, 28, 148.  
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TUITI 

 

Son of Tupoto and Kauae: He married Maro-Hawhea, a Waikato woman.  One of their sons, 
Rangihaua, was the founder of the northern Ngati-Pou.  He was named after a tribe which 
originated in the Waikato. 

 

TUTAHUA  (TURAHUA) 

 

Daughter of Tuiti and Maro-Hawhea:  Married Tauratumaru, chief of Whirinaki. 
31  

Tauratumaru died during a battle between Hikutu Hapu of Whirinaki and Bay of Islands 
people.  His eyes were plucked out and taken to tapu a pipi bank.   A Whirinaki war party 

successfully attacked those responsible and his death and dignity were avenged. 
32

 

 

TE WHARETORU  

 

Daughter of Tutahua (Turahua) and Tauratumaru married Te Wairua (pages 27, 110.)  She was 
third wife Te Wairua.   Hongi Hika was the great grandson of Te Wairua. 

 

Te Wairua was drowned off Rawene while attempting to rescue some of his people involved in 
a dispute with Mitimiti and Panguru tribes on the opposite side of the harbour.  His brother-in-
law came all the way from Waikare, killed the Mitimiti chief in revenge and took his head back 
home.  Te Wairua had been married four times: to Tutu, Waikainga, Wharetoru and 
Ngakirikiri. 

TE KUTA 

 

Daughter of Wharetoru and Te Wairua, married twice.   Her second husband, Te Ngawa was 
taken prisoner during the battle of Moturahurahu in 1827 by Marupo at Pakaraka.   They had 
two children, Te Patu and Te Paki. 

 

                                                
31 (PP24, 27-28, 155) 
32 SOURCE: (SEE PAGE 124-125 “NGA PURIRI O TAIAMAI” – JEREMY SISSONS, WIREMU WI HONGI, PAT HOHEPA, POLYNESIAN SOCIETY) 
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TE PATU 

 

Te Patu had three children, Whariki, Te Waitarehu and Tua.  His elder daughter, Te Waitarehu 
married Takaore and their son Tapua was the father of Patuone (Eruera Maihi,) Tamati Waka 
Nene and their sister Tari.   The younger daughter of Te Patu Whariki (Ngati Hou - Horeke-
Utakura) married Titoi (Ngapuhi) Whariki (Ngati Hou-Horeke-Utakura) married Titoi (Ngapuhi) 

 

WHARIKI (Ngati-Hou):  married Titoi (Ngapuhi) had a daughter called Kamu (Kamai) 

 

KAMU (Kamai): Daughter of Whariki and Titoi married Kariotahi.  A daughter was called Hei 
Tiki. 

 

HEI TIKI:  Married:  Te Kauporu (Te Haupara or Te Koperu of Ngati Rara-we: a sub tribe of 
Ngapuhi living and belonging to the Te Taheke branch of Waima). Te Kauporu was killed in 
1821. 

 

 MERE MARO (Ngati Rauawa?) of lower Waima:  Mere Maro was the daughter of Hei Tiki and Te 
Kauporu and was named after the ‘Moremonui’ battle between Ngapuhi and Ngati Whatua in 
1807.  She was born at Whawharu, Te Taheke in 1807 and married James Holroyd Baker 
(known as John or to Maori, Haki Paka). 

James (John) Baker had arrived in New Zealand from Ireland in 1828.  He was born in 1794 and 
died in 1869.  This was James’ (John’s) second marriage. A daughter (Elizabeth) by his first wife 
(name not known) supposedly before he came to New Zealand, was born in 1818.   Elisabeth 
married Thomas Hollingsworth and died in 1854.  

John and Mere Maro had eight children.  One son (Michael) married Patuone and Tamati 
Waka Nene’s niece Maria, daughter of their sister Tari.   John snr and Mere’s eldest son was 
also named John and was considered to be the second half-caste to be born in the Hokianga, 
George Clarke being the first.  One of their daughters (Catherine, 1844 – 1919) first married 
John Walters (1840-1870.)  Her second marriage was to John Rees Jones in 1875. 

John Baker (Snr.) came to New Zealand as a surveyor and was also an expert timber dealer.   
He claimed to have acquired 3,200 acres of land near Rawene sometime in the 1840’s.  This is 
mentioned in ‘Old Land Claims – Hokianga’: in 1838 he built New Zealand’s first Catholic 
church. 

 



~ 184 ~ 

 

Record ID 45986  

Author National Archives of New Zealand  

Source Archives of the Old Land Claims Commission, 1961  

Location Te Kohinga Matua 333.3 N 28:  ASK AT DESK.  

Abstract John Baker claimed land bought with James Kelly, James Phillip Lloyd and Thomas 
Hollingsworth at Hokianga pre-1840. Their old Land Claim (No. 272) is held at National 

Archives, Wellington. 
Event date: pre-1840  

Notes Inventory No. 9  

  

 

 

JOHN BAKER (Junior) 1830-1883 

 

He and his wife Maria (nee Bowyer) 1836-1909 had seven children.  Maria was the daughter of 
Francis Bowyer and Margareta Kamu-Kamu. Their son Thomas, who married Francis Bryers, 
was granted approval for a school to be built at Oue in the Hokianga.  He also owned the first 
nursery (Hokianga Nurseries) at Waima, then later at Oue, selling seedlings, fruit, and shelter 
and hedge trees at about 1913. 

His mother Maria had been married previously to man called Vicary.  It is not known if she had 
any children from this first marriage. 

Her father, Francis Bowyer, was a sawyer and one of a group who claimed land that had 
previously been sold to Baron de Thierry in 1841. 

 

MARY BAKER (daughter of John Baker Jnr. and Maria Bowyer) 

Born 1876, married William Hobson Whitehead (b. 1869) 

Children:  Myrtle, Herman, Fred (also known as Hogan) Curtis Francis, Vernon, Thomas, Myra, 
Marsden. 

Mary and William Whitehead’s son Curtis died in infancy, another son Herman died in 1920 at 
age 21. 

William Hobson Whitehead was a bush contractor in the Hokianga and the Trounson Park 
forest north of Kaihu, where some of his children were born.  He later bought land in the 



~ 185 ~ 

 

Wairere (near Horeke) and further inland towards Taheke.  Mary eventually left William and 
her children were cared for by Catherine Shelford (Kate) who was Mary’s sister. 

Kate had lost her husband and two children in a drowning accident on the Hokianga Harbour. 

Mary moved to Whangaroa where she lived with Adrian (Addie) Bowyer, almost certainly a 
relative.   

During 1923 and 1924 William was in charge of a group of bush men logging trees on an island 
called Vaniporo in the New Hebrides and shipping them to Sydney and Melbourne.  In 1925 he 
returned to New Zealand.  He died in Auckland in 1926 at the age of 57 years.   

Mary and William’s son Vernon and daughter Myra aged 14 (Noelle’s mother) were taken to 
Kaeo from the Wairere to live with William’s mother, Charlotte Whitehead (Their paternal 
grandmother.) 

 

MYRA EUNICE VIVIAN (1907-1999)… 

 

Daughter of Mary and William Whitehead married John Patrick Dane (1909 – 1988) – known 
as Jack -   at Pukekohe in 1935.   During the first two years of their marriage they lived at 
Paparoa where John worked as a linesman for the North Auckland Electric Power Board.  They 
later moved to Dargaville where they spent the rest of their married life.  Both were keen on 
fishing and boating and spent a lot of time on the Kaipara Harbour.  John owned several boats 
over the years and was an active member of the Northern Wairoa Boating Club.  He also built 
several boats. 

John was in the Pacific Islands (Guadalcanal) during the Japanese invasions of the 1940’s 
towards the end of WW2. 

He died in Auckland on June 2, 1988 at the Hillsborough Hospital. His funeral service was held 
at North Shore Crematorium at Snapper Rock. 

Myra and John had two children. Myra passed away at Dargaville on December 22, 1999.  Her 
ashes were taken to Whangaroa Harbour where she had spent one of the happiest times of 
her life. 
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Notes: = is married  

Rahiri=Whakaruru, Kaharau=Houtaringa, Taurapoho=Ruakiwhiria, Tuawa, Mahia, 
Haumakururangi, Maromuka=Riutaia, Ngahue=Tautahi, Te Aukahui=Kaweata, Te 
Wairua=Waikainga, Te Paraakahuteanui, Mamangi, Tukanikani, Hatupe, Haiti, Tokahaupapa, 
Te Puta, Te Tahapango, Taingariu, Auwha=Pehirangi, Tuhikura,  Te Hotete, Waitohirangi, 
Hongi Hika,* Waitapu, Kaingaroa, Moka.  

From Mr. Geo. Graham, from Paora Tuhaere, MS. (Note: This table varies with others 
concerning order of ancestors. L. G. K.)…  

Maki=Rotu, Ngawhetu=Whatua, Tauhia, Tarahawaiki, Arete Tuha, Paora Tuhaere, 
Taumutu=Pokopoko, Ruarangi, Tirawaikato=Ripiro, Koiaia=Whaiwhata,  Murupaenga, 
Tauhia,  Te Wana-a-riri, Te Wairua=Waikainga, Whakaariki=Te Aniwa, Tautahi II=Te Anuanu, 
Waiohua, Tupanapana=Te Kona, Pokaia, Kahuwaero, Hone Heke. 33 

 

                                                
33 FROM HAMIORA MAIOHA OF NGAPUHI…  
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NEWS FROM PAPERS PAST 

 
NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE AND WELLINGTON SPECTATOR 
 ISSUE 36, 19 DECEMBER 1840  

 
 
 
 

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXIII, ISSUE 3057, 14 MAY 1867 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENOTAPH 34 

 

 Full Name: Benjamin Baker 

 

Forename(s): Benjamin 

 

Surname: Baker 

 

War: World War I, 1914-1918 

 

                                                

34  SOURCES USED: NOMINAL ROLLS OF NEW ZEALAND EXPEDITIONARY FORCE VOLUME II. WELLINGTON: GOVT. PRINTER, 1917 
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Serial No.: 11224 

 

First Known Rank: Private 

 

Occupation before Enlistment: Bushman 

 

Next of Kin: B. Baker (father), Kaihu, Northern Wairoa, New Zealand 

 

Body on Embarkation: New Zealand Expeditionary Force 

 

Embarkation Unit: 12th Reinforcements Otago Infantry Battalion, D Company 

 

Embarkation Date: 1 May 1916 

 

Place of Embarkation: Wellington, New Zealand 

 

Transport: HMNZT 51 

 

Vessel: Ulimaroa 

 

Destination: Suez, Egypt 

 

Nominal Roll Number: 30 

 

Page on Nominal Roll: 12 
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ROLL OF HONOUR 

EVENING POST, RŌRAHI XCIII, PUTANGA 145, 19 PIPIRI 1917 
 

 

 

WHITEHEAD FAMILY 

 

 

MAORI CONNECTION… 

1/. Marae Te Inototo (sometimes referred to as Maria Hinutoto or Hinetoto). 

2/. Piriha Tihore. 

 

FAMILY TREE FOR WILLIAM WHITEHEAD OF NEW ZEALAND… 

 

William Whitehead parent ‘David’ born about 1810 England died in New Zealand: 

Married Elizabeth Rebecca Leedham 

7 Feb 1838 Holy Trinity, Kingston upon Hull, Yorkshire England. 

Died In New Zealand: Parent ‘George’. 

 

It would appear that William and his family arrived in New Zealand on the good ship Matoaka 
during 1859… 
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THE VOYAGE TO AUCKLAND, NZ… 
 

Departed Gravesend 15 June 1859, arrived in Auckland, NZ, 26 September 1859, after initially 
stopping at Wellington, under command of Capt. Alfred Stevens. 

Capt. Stevens was well known and liked in New Zealand, and was responsible for carrying in 
many of the familiar English birds such as linnets (greenfinches), thrushes and blackbirds, as 
well as goldfinches and yellowhammers, and many others. He made several trips to New 
Zealand, but sadly, on the return voyage to London in 1869 he and his ship disappeared 
without trace, along with 45 passengers, 32 crew and a cargo which included 9000 ounces of 

gold valued at £80,000. 
35 

 

 

PASSENGER LIST FOR WHITEHEAD… 

 

 William   And family (7) Settler England 

  Mr. A.     Settler England 

  David     Settler England 

  Mr. F.     Settler England 

  Mr. G.     Settler England 

  Mr. S.     

Children; 

A/. Thomas: b 1838 

B/. Rebecca Ann: b 1839 

Married Daniel Macleay 

C/. Mathias: b about 1840 

D/. Elizabeth Hannah: b 1842 

E/. William: b 1843 

Married Jane Wright 2 March 1864 Whangarei 

                                                
35 CORE MATERIAL DRAWN FROM ‘MANGONUI, GATEWAY TO THE FAR NORTH’, BY NEVA CLARKE MCKENNA, ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FROM ‘THE RIVER, THE 
VALLEY, THE PEOPLE’ BY GWENYTH FREAR; 
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F/. Leedham: b 1846 

Christened 18 Jan, Elsham, Lincoln, England 

Died 1931 buried Waipiro Bay, Waiapu County, Auckland, NZ 

G/. George: b 1850 

H/. Frederick: b 1852 

I/. Sarah Mary: b 1853 

J/. Alinea Rose: b 1856 

Married William Gillott 5 March 1884 Thames 

K/. Edwin: b 1859 

 

F/. LEEDHAM WHITEHEAD 

 

First married Charlotte Wrathall, b 1850 daughter of Stephen Wrathall and Marae Te Inototo 
(sometimes referred to as Maria Hinutoto or Hinetoto) ; ca. 1815, Bay of Plenty. 

 

Charlotte’s parent: Stephen Wrathall; b 1812 (20 Sep 1816?),  

London, UK; d 14 Sep 1896 Kaeo, NZ 
married: ca.1833; Hokianga or Kaikohe, NZ. 

 

Soon after her marriage to Leedham, Charlotte moved in with the brother of Leedham, George 
and married in 1927. 

 

Leedham remarried about 1881 at Kennedys Bay Auckland to Piriha Tihore who was born 
about 1857 at Tikapa Auckland and died  25 July 1909 Tikapa Auckland 

Their children… 

Leedham: b 13 May 1882 Kennedys Bay Auckland died? 

John: b 4 Sept 1883 Kennedys Bay Auckland. Died 9 Sept 1963 Te Puia Springs 

Ripeka Titihuia: b 31 March 1888 Waipiro Died about 1950 Waiapu County 
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G/. GEORGE WHITEHEAD 

 
Born 18 Jan 1850, Elsham, Lincolnshire, England  

Emigrated to New Zealand in 1859 with his father William Whitehead and Mother, Elizabeth 
Rebecca Whitehead (nee Leedham).  
Died 30 Jun 1929 in Kaeo, Northland. 

 

CHARLOTTE WRATHALL 
WIFE OF LEEDHAM THEN GEORGE WHITEHEAD 

 

Born either 1850 or 1853 (discrepancy between headstone and data on children’s' birth 
certificate) in Taipa/Mangonui. 

 

Charlotte died 20 December 1941 at 19 Wairiki Road, Mt Eden in Auckland.  
 

Originally married Leedham Whitehead in 1867 (George's brother?)  
This marriage was dissolved shortly afterward and she became the lifelong partner of George 

Whitehead (18 Jan 1850 - 30 Jun 1929).  
They formally married at the registry in Auckland in 1927 just a few years before George died 

aged 79. 

Charlotte and George are buried in Kaeo and Charlotte had 11 children under the Whitehead 
name. 

 
Children… 

1/. William George b 4 Aug 1868 Waimate North married Mary Baker 1897 Kaeo b Hokianga 
1876 daughter of Frank Baker and Maria Boyer. 

2/. Ellen Rose Whitehead was born 10 Sept 1871 in Mangonui, New Zealand, and died 1954 in 
Auckland, New Zealand. She married Hermann Karl Ridings 1892 in New Zealand. He was born 

ABT. 1870 in Unknown, and died 1943 in Auckland, New Zealand. 

3/. Ada Catherine; b. 1873  

4/. Charlotte Whitehead was born 5 July 1876 in Mangonui, New Zealand. 

5/. John Frederick (1878 - 1946) 
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6/.  David WHITEHEAD (1880 - 1948)  
7/. Elizabeth Amelia (1882 - 1960) (Also known as Cornelia Elizabeth)  

8/. Richard Reuben (1884 - 1962)  
9/. Alfred Bertram (1888 - 1964)  
10/. Gladys Eileen (1891 - 1891) 

11/. Eunice Gladys Alma? (1894 - 1969) 

 

C/.  MR MATTHIAS WHITEHEAD  

 

Matthias married Hannah Maria Hewson 5 Nov 1870 in 
Mangonui, Auckland, New Zealand, daughter of Charles 
Hewson and Margaret (Unknown). She was born 1848 in Barton 
on Humber, Lincolnshire, England, and died in New Zealand. 

 

Photo: Mr. Matthias Whitehead, who was for some time a 
member of the Thames Borough Council, is exceedingly well 
known as a thriving manufacturer and retailer of boots and 
shoes in Pollen Street. Mr. Whitehead was born at Elsham, 
Lincolnshire, England, in 1848, and came out to New Zealand 
eleven years later in the sailing vessel Matoaka. His father, Mr. 
William Whitehead, was one of the first settlers at Mangonui. 

The subject of this notice commenced his business life at Auckland as an errand boy, and, after 
following that occupation for two years, served an apprenticeship in a boot and shoe making 
establishment. He was subsequently employed in that business as a journeyman and salesman 
and in 1868 removed to the Thames to take charge of a boot and shoe store, eventually, about 
1872, commencing business with a Mr. McLeay under the style of Whitehead and McLeay. 
After a few years the latter withdrew, and since that time Mr. Whitehead has conducted the 
business solely. Some six years ago he built large and commodious premises, and began to 
manufacture on a small scale. The business has grown so rapidly that still larger premises are 
in contemplation. Mr. Whitehead was elected in September, 1895, to represent the Middle 
Ward in the Thames Borough Council, and is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Thames 
Hospital. He has been for many years connected with the Baptist Church, and holds the 
position of secretary to the church committee. Mr. Whitehead, who has for years been a total 
abstainer, was married at Auckland in 1870 to Miss Hannah M. Hewson, only daughter of Mr. 
Chas, Hewson, of Mangonui, and has six sons and one daughter. His eldest son, Charles, 
manages the boot factory, which is situated behind the main business premises, and other 
sons are employed in the shop in Pollen Street. 
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9 

ARTHUR MOLD 
 

‘MOLD’ CONNECTION TO THE TE RARAWA IWI OF NORTH HOKIANGA 

 

 

 

Note:  My great Uncle, Arthur Mold, brother to my grandfather Herbert John Mold, son of 
T.G. Mold (photo) married Sarah Kendall of the Te Rarawa Iwi/tribe of North Hokianga. 
Arthur fought with her brother during the Boar War. Her brother died on the troop ship 
coming home within sight of New Zealand. Sarah was half European. 

 

 
LEFT: MY GREAT GRANDFATHER: THOMAS GASCOIGNE MOLD 

 

 

  STORY… 

 

1878: Thomas Gascoigne Mold and his wife Eliza and their 
three children arrived aboard the May Queen in Auckland from 
Plymouth in England 19th Oct 1878.  Thomas was born in 
Middleton Cheney in Northamptonshire  and as legend would 
have it a descendant from  Eustace De Monte Alto from the 
Lords of Monte Alto in Italy who arrived in England about the 
year 1070. 

Eustace was a mercenary fighter for William the Conqueror 
and was named the ‘Norman Hunter’. For his loyalty Eustace 

was awarded the Baron-ship over the lands of Flintshire with his principal castle or place of 
residence being the town of ‘Mold’ which is there today. 

Preceding Barons being the ancestors of Eustace would carry the name Baron De Monte Alto 
down thru the generations  with the name changing about 1250 to Baron De Montault and 
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then again in 1350 it was changed from Latin into the English form of  ‘Mold’ and other 
variants but with Mold being the predominant. 

Thomas Gascoigne Mold came from farm laboring stock but for nearly five years he had 
military experience as a gunner in the British Royal Artillery. He was based at Dover Castle for 
some time. 

On his arrival in New Zealand he joined the Armed Constabulary and was based at Pirongia or 
Alexandria in the Waikato. He resigned five years later and with his wife and family obtained a 
farm at Te Mata near Raglan.  It was from here my grandfather ‘Herbert John Mold’ and his 
two brothers William Edward and Thomas Gascoigne rode north to settle in the Kaihu River 
valley: They left behind their brother Arthur who would settle in the Raglan area: 

 Soon after his arrival in Kaihu my grandfather married Henrietta Webb the local school 
teacher.   

Most of my grandparent’s children, my aunts and uncles were brought up near the Kaihu River 
with some going on to settle and farm in the Kaihu Valley and the Waipoua districts with these 

people owning land at Waikara, Katui, Aranga, 
Tutamoe, Kaihu and Maropiu with others 
settling on the banks of the Wairoa river and 
further afield. 
 
 
 
 
LEFT:   ARTHUR (BOAR WAR) ON LEFT WITH HIS BROTHER HERBERT JOHN MOLD: 
MY GRANDDAD 

 
 

 
 

LEFT: ARTHUR’S BROTHER, WILLIAM EDWARD MOLD 
KILLED IN FRANCE WW1 

 
RIGHT:  ARTHUR’S BROTHER THOMAS GASCOIGNE 

MOLD: WOUNDED IN FRANCE WW1 
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Arthur Mold married Sarah Kendall from Mitimiti Hokianga… 

 
 
 
 

LEFT: SARAH KENDALL WITH TWO OF ARTHURS 
CHILDREN. 

 
 
 

RIGHT: SARAH IN LATER LIFE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
PARENTS FOR SARAH 

NETA/SARAH ANNIE ATAMA/KENDALL OF WAIPARERA, HOKIANGA, NEW ZEALAND 
MARRIED SEP. 24, 1876 

GEORGE WILLIAM KENDALL 
 

 
 

LEFT: 
NETA ATAMA: BORN 1854. 

DIED: 11 JUNE 1933 
 

RIGHT: 
GEORGE KENDALL 

BORN: ABOUT 23 MAY 1854 
PAARL, SOUTH AFRICA. 
DIED: 25 JUNE1921 AT 

MITIMITI, HOKIANGA, NEW ZEALAND 
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CHILDREN FOR GEORGE AND NETA KENDALL 

 

Selwyn William Kendall. 

Born: May 15, 1878 

Moetangi, Hokianga 

Died:  Jun. 24, 1879 

 

Arthur William Kendall. 

Born:  Mar. 12, 1879 

Upper Waihou, Hokianga 

Died: Sep. 7, 1901 on the 

Troopship SS Tagus off the Otago Heads coming home from the Boar War 

 

FROM THE MAORI NEWSPAPER… 

 

TURUPA AATA KANARA. (Trooper Arthur Kendall.) KI TE PIPIWHARAUROA. 

 

ETE manu tangi pai, e koroki nei tou waha i nga marae kainga, tena koe; te manu i tohaina ai 
nga kupu whai mahara ki nga iwi o te motu. Kia Ora! Panuitia atu nga mihi mo te matenga o 
Aata Kanara. E nga iwi o te motu nei, he nui no te pouri me te mamae o te ngakau, koia i puke 
ake ai te ngakau me tuku atu ma ta tatou manu e hari atu te rongo o te matenga o Aata 
Kanara, he mokopuna na Aatama Papaarangi, o Nga- puhi ki Hokianga, Matihetihe. He uri no 
nga rangatira nunui, kiwhainga, hohourongo. Ko tona tupuna i hinga ki te whainga i muri 
whenua, i tu i te tao, ki tona taha maui; no reira i huaina ai tona ingoa Hapu ko te Tao- maui. 
Ko tenei tamaiti e 21 ona tau. I tae a ia ki Awherika ki te whawhai ki te Poa; 16 mara- ma ona ki 
reira. He nui tana toa me te mohio ki te mahi i nga purepo nunui. Ko tona nama he 2378 
gunner; no te ope tuarima a ia i haere ai. I tae mai ana reta ki ona matua, he nui tona pai ki 
taua mahi—te rawe, heoi ano te kino he kopeke i nga po, he hiakai i nga taima e riri ai. Kaore a 
ia i raua e te mata a te Poa. I mate tona hoa i te Poa; he mea hanga ano naana he kawhena mo 
tana hoa ki nga tuuru o te whare karakia o te Poa i riro mai i a ratou. Kahore a ia i pai me tanu 
pera me nga hoia, ko o ratou paraikete ano he kawhena mo ratou. Hei tohu tena i te nui o te 
aroha o tenei tamaiti, me te mohio. Hoi ra i to ratou hokinga mai ki Niu Tireni, tae mai ki Hirini, 
ka eke mai ratou 16, ki • tetahi tima, tata tonu mai ki uta o Tanitini ka pangia taua tamaiti e te 
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mate, ao ake hemo tonu atu. I tae mai te waea a Kapene Meiha, kua mate a Aata Kanara; ka 
waeatia atu e tona papa me rongoa te tupapaku, ka tuku mai ai, kia kite pai te iwi. I tae ano 
tona papa a Hori Kanara ki Akarana, kia kite i te unga mai o tana tamaiti mate ki te waapu i 
Kuini Tiriti. I te nui o tona pouri ka haere atu a ia ki te mau iho kia tae rawa mai ki tona kainga 
ki Matihetihe, ki tona iwi hoki. He nui te tangihanga i reira, he nui nga iwi i eke ki te matenga o 
taua tamaiti, i hua nei te mahara ka tae ora mai i te whawhai a te Poa, a tera matou e rongo i 
nga korero o te wha- whai ki te Poa. I te ra i tanumia ai. i tae katoa nga hoia o Hokianga nei me 
to ratou Kapene Nerehana, mahita o te kura o Wai- mamaku. I te wa ka timata te whakatutu o 
nga hoia ka rangona te reo o te iwi e karanga ana, " E Aata, e Aata eei!" He nui no te ngakau 
mamae i te kitenga i te mahi a te tamaiti mate, e mahia ana e nga hoia, a poro- raru ana te 
whakatutu a nga hoia me te kape- ne i te nui o to ratou aroha ki nga Maori e karanga ana ki te 
mea mate. I te maunga ki te urupa he mea tatakirua tonu te haere. I mua ko Taurau Toi, te kai 
arahi, muri mai ko nga hoia, muri mai ko te tupapaku me te iwi katoa. Ka tae ki te urupa ka 
whai korero te kapene o nga hoia. Nei a ia mihi, " E nui ana to matou pouri me to matou aroha 
ki nga matua me te iwi i runga i te matenga o tenei tamaiti. I taku mohio he nui te pouri o nga 
iwi e noho nei me nga pakeha, otira aha- koa ra e te iwi, te matenga o ta koutou taonga, i mate 
i te whawhaitanga mo te mana o tona Hakui kua hemo ake nei, mo Kuini Wikitoria, na reira ka 
tae a tinana mai matou kia kite, a ki te whakanui hoki i te ra o tona nehunga, i runga ano i to 
matou ngakau aroha. Nga matua o tenei tamaiti, kia ora i roto i te ata- whai a te Ariki!" Ka 
mutu ana korero mihi ka pupuhi nga hoia i a ratou maimai aroha. Ka mutu ka hoki ki te kainga. 
Ka kai nga hoia, he nui te kai ma te ope hoia, te korukoru me era atu manu, me te ika me nga 
ahua kai katoa a te pakeha. He nui te whakapai o nga hoia mo te awhina a te Maori—nga mahi 
ano a te iwi rongo nui, te iwi Maori, mo enei tu ahua ata- whai i te tangata. He mea 
whakamiharo tenei mo te mamao rawa o te matenga o te tamaiti kia tae rawa mai ano ki tana 
kainga ano tanu ai. Nga mahi a te momo rangatira. Hoi nei, Kia Ora! TAURAU TOI. Opononi, 
Hokianga. [ I te ata i mate ai a Aata Kanara, i te mea ka whakaea mai te pae whenua ka 
karanga ia, " Thank God, there's dear old New Zealand. I'll go ashore to-morrow." —" Kia 
whaka- paingia te Atua, ko te wa kainga tera ko Niu Tireni. Apopo au tae ai ki uta." I tae tu- 
papaku ia ki uta.—ETITA.]  

 

Sarah Anne Kendall. 

Born on May 14, 1881 

Matihetihe, Rawene, Northland 

Died:  Jan. 25, 1952 
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Maraea Mary Kendall. 

Born on Mar. 11, 1882 

Upper Waihou, Hokianga 

Died: on Apr. 12, 1952 

Married: Harold Wallace 

Married: Ike Reid 

 

Edwin George Kendall. 

Born on Feb. 8, 1884 

Kohukohu, Hokianga 

Died: Dec. 19, 1947 

Married:  Hilda Paul 

Married: Rose Martin 

 

Georgina Mary Kendall 

Born: Nov. 11, 1886 

Kohukohu, Hokianga 

Died: Jul. 23, 1949 

Married: Claude Clinton Dysart 

 

William George Kendall. 

Born:  Nov. 10, 1890 

Moetangi, Hokianga 

Died: Dec. 3, 1959 

Mitimiti, Hokianga. 

Married: Maria Murray 
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Kathleen Kiri Kendall: 

Born:  Jul. 13, 1892 

Moetangi, Hokianga 

Died: Jul. 17, 1984 North Shore NZ 

Married: Thomas Elijah Wilkinson 

 

Thomas Kendall. 

Born:  Jun. 29, 1895 

Moetangi, Hokianga 

Died: Nov. 20, 1917 in Palestine 

 

John Joseph Kendall. 

Born:  Aug. 3, 1899 

Mitimiti, Hokianga 

Died on Nov. 28, 1918 

Mitimiti, Hokianga. 

 

 
 

BOTTOM: KENDALL HOMESTEAD AT MITIMITI 
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SARAH KENDALL’S PATERNAL GRANDPARENTS 

 

The Kendall’s of South Africa/England and the Hokianga of New Zealand… 

William Henry and Maria/Mary Kendall 

 

           

 
RIGHT: MARIA/MARY KENDALL (NEE 

MITTEN) 
 

LEFT: WILLIAM KENDALL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legendary and actual Children; 

Charlotte. Born: South Africa 

Died: About 1882 Euroa, Victoria, Australia 

 

Thomas Michael. Born: South Africa 

Died: Aotea harbour? 

 

George William. Born: About 23 May 1854 

Paarl, South Africa. 

Died: 25 June 1921 

Mitimiti, Hokianga, New Zealand 
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William Harry. Born:  Paarl South Africa 

Died: Otahuhu 

 

Sarah Ann. Born: Paarl South Africa 

Married: Thomas Waddell 

Died: Onehunga. 

 

Mary Jane. Born:  Paarl South Africa 

Died: About1920. 

Married: Walter Vaughan, Otaki. 

 

James. Born: Paarl South Africa 

Married: Margaret Murdock 

About 1888 Onehunga 

 

Charles/George Henry. Born about: 25 June 1866 

Auckland New Zealand? 

 

Arthur Henry. Born about: 11 Feb 1868 

Auckland New Zealand (NZBDM) 

 

Note:  A letter from the Holy Trinity Church in Paarl South Africa confirming dates of birth 
and dates of Baptism for George William, William Harry, Sarah Ann, Maria Elizabeth, Mary 
Jane and James Joseph.  Also states that William's name was recorded as ‘Kendall’ for the 
first two baptisms then ‘Kendal’ for the remainder.  Also that Williams occupation was 
recorded as Journeyman Tanner for George's baptism, Constable for the next three and 
Laborer for the last two. 
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MATERNAL GRANDPARENTS FOR SARAH MOLD NEE KENDALL 
 

LEFT: TAKAHI ATAMA PAPARANGI 36 

RIGHT: EWA NGATIAWA 
 

                                                
36 SOURCE FOR PHOTO: 'IN DOUBT' ATAMA PAPARANGI - A CHIEFTAIN OF RARAWA TRIBE, 1918 
CHARLES FREDERICK GOLDIE (1870-1947) OIL ON CANVAS NPM2010.1 
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Sarah’s Mother: Neta Atama. 

Parents for Neta 

Takahi Atama Paparangi and Ewa Ngatiawa 

 

Their Children… 

Neta Atama born about 1854 

Hohaia Paparangi 

Hikitia Paparangi 

 

Parents for Atama Paparangi 

Father: Paparangi 

Mother: Koanga Pupuni 

 

Father for Paparangi 

Te Rakau 

 

Father for Te Rakau 

TE PAINGA… 

 

Story for Te Painga… 

Ngai Tumamao tribe, stretched from Mitimiti to Whangape Harbour. Tumamao their ancestor, 
was a son of Ihutara to Hinerakei, and thus related to Wheeru.  

Tumamao, begat Pararaha who begat Te Painga: This Te Painga killed Kupe, the sister of 
Wheru and Te Ikanui. When Te Ikanui heard through one of the Uriotai, he made for Mitimiti 
beach and waited for Te Painga. In the battle that followed, the left breast of Te Painga was 
speared by Te Ikanui and he was killed. His descendants are known as Te Tao Maui through 
that incident.  

Note:  There seems to be some confusion as to the name of the Wahine who was killed. 
‘Kupe or Maui’. 
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MORE FROM NGAKURU PENE HAARE MANUSCRIPT 37 
 

The fortifications Aomatua, Pukiariki and Te Poutere held by Te Painga… 

The three fortified villages named above were located very close together in the Nukupure 
district. These were the villages where the descendants of Tuwhenuaroa, Takaroa, and their 
progeny Wheru and Te Ikanui lived. 

Wheru and Te Ikanui and their descendants were fierce warriors in battle.  At the time that Te 
Ikanui was living in his fortification in Aomatua, Te Painga came down from his fort at 
Ngararatahi to Whangape. 

When they arrived at Whangape, Te Painga killed some people and his army killed Maui from 
Rae O Maui ore at Taunakotia.  The survivors of this massacre fled to Nukupure, to Aomatua to 
tell Te Ikanui that Maui had been killed by Te Painga. 

The road to Whangape was at Tuawera.  Te Ikanui said to his people that they should go to the 
shore to wait for Te Painga’s army as they returned from Whangape.  Te Ikanui’s army waited 
at the mouth of the Tuawera path, on the beach at the mouth of Te Puapua. 

That same afternoon, the army of Te Painga appeared. The army of Te Ikanui was waiting for 
them. Te Ikanui said to Te Painga, “Because you have killed Maui, we shall fight.”  Te Painga 
said, “So be it” And so the two opposing armies stretched out, on opposite sides, and the 
battle ensued.  Te Ikanui came forth, Te Painga came forth, and the two of them engaged in 
combat.  The fighting continued for a long time, then the spear of Te Ikanui hit the left breast 
Te Painga and he was killed. 

Following the death of Te Painga, Te Ikanui was disheartened.  He wondered whether the 
descendants of Te Painga; Papa, Hinetapu, Peehi, Te Hei and Te Korotu, would raise a battle 
against him for killing their uncle.  So, Te Ikanui offered his daughter Maanga to Whakaririka 
the son of Te Painga, as a token of peace for his killing of Te Painga. 

After this battle, the descendants of Te Painga were known by the Hapu name Te Tao Maui 
replacing the original name of Ngai Tumamao, Te Uri Toto. 

 

Note: The first wife Whakaririka was Tonga, sister to Maanga and daughter of Te Ikanui.  
Tonga and all of her children were slaughtered in a battle at Pariroa Pa.  Whakaririka 
escaped. 

It was the beheading of the ancestor Maatu, the smoking of the head, and its sale to the 
Europeans in exchange for gunpowder that we get our Hapu name Te Hokokeha.  Maatu was 
Ngakuru great grandfather’s brother. 

                                                
37 [SUBMITTED BY STEVE BURKE, 19 AUGUST 2009] 
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ANOTHER VERSION FROM THE DRAFT HAPU PLAN:  16 NOVEMBER 2009 

 

Our Hapu (sub tribe) Te Tao Maui derives its name from an incident which involved a Tupuna 
of Atama Paparangi.  Atama’s paramount chief status derived from his unbroken direct male 
lineage to the ancestor Tumoana, the Rangatira of the Tinana waka (canoe). 

There are a number of versions of this incident which debate who was killed.  It occurred when 
Te Painga – another Tupuna of Atama and grandson of Tumamao of Ngati Tumamao – was 
slain by Te Ikanui of (Ngati Ruanui?). This was revenge for a previous slaying associated with 
the Hapu of Te Ikanui. 

In one version, Te Ikanui killed Te Painga when his spear (Tao) pierced Te Painga in the chest 
on the left (Maui) side. Followers of Te Painga took the name Te Tao Maui in memory of the 
incident. 

To avoid retribution Te Ikanui and his brother Wheru who’s Hapu were living around 
Pawarenga and the Hauturu valley, decided to move. They created a smoke screen by burning 
their houses, settlements and burial places and left under a thick pall of smoke. It is said that 
the “au” or current of Whangape was darkened (pouri) by the ash and smoke. The children of 

Te Ikanui and Wheeru took the name of Te Aupouri. 
38 

                                                
38 SOURCE: REFERENCES 
 RETRIEVED 14 JULY 2009 FROM THE NIUPEPA: MAORI NEWSPAPERS COLLECTION WEBSITE HTTP://WWW.NZDL.ORG/ 
 RETRIEVED 14 JULY 2009 FROM THE WHAKAPAPA CLUB WEBSITE HTTP:// WHAKAPAPA.MAORI.ORG.NZ/ 
 MATIHETIHE HAPU PLAN DRAFT, AUGUST 2009 (AUTHOR GEORGINA MARTIN) 
 NGAKURU PENE HAARE MANUSCRIPT 
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BELOW RIGHT:  ‘ATAMA PAPARANGI’ A NOBLE NORTHERN CHIEF PAINTED BY 
GOLDIE 
LEFT: ATAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATAMA PAPARANGI (HAPU: TE TAO MAUI) 

 

Family history has it that the Hapu of the grandfather of Ewa, a chief at Pawarenga, and the 
Hapu of the grandfather of Atama were constantly raiding each other’s Kainga or Village. The 
last time the grandfather of Atama raided Pawarenga he was intercepted on the way back by a 
great uncle of Ewa who had come to the rescue from Panguru but was too late. Anyway, to 
settle matters once and for all it was decided that Atama had to marry Ewa and then both 
Hapu could live in peace. 

 

Nelson Provincial Museum is exceptionally privileged to have on display a painting by C. F. 
Goldie of Atama Paparangi, a chief of Te Rarawa tribe in the Hokianga. Charles Frederick 
Goldie OBE (1870-1947), a well-known New Zealand artist, was famous for his meticulous 
portraits of Maori in the early 1900s.  
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The painting titled ‘In Doubt’ was gifted to the Nelson Provincial Museum, and people of the 
Nelson province, earlier this year and is now on display at TA445, the Museum's exhibition and 
education Centre in central Nelson.  

Atama Paparangi (1817-1917), a respected warrior chief, was one of Goldie's favored subjects, 
painting him on seven occasions. At over six foot tall with an intricate facial moko, Atama 
presented a striking figure. The Auckland Art Gallery holds a photograph of Goldie trimming 
the whiskers of Atama in order to show the very fine details of his moko clearly. In later years 
Atama became a staunch Catholic strongly advocating that his followers adhere to the faith as 
well. Over the course of time Goldie submitted several portraits of Atama to the Royal 
Academy in London and the Paris Salon.  

A warm friendship developed between Goldie and Atama: in 1914, on Atama's receipt of an 
earlier portrait called ‘Atama Paparangi”, now housed in the collection of the Auckland 
Museum, he wrote a poem of tribute to his friend, ‘Mr. Goldie, The Painter of Portrait’'.  

 

MITIMITI, HOKIANGA, AUGUST 3RD, 1914 
TO MR. GOLDIE THE PAINTER OF PORTRAITS 

AUCKLAND 
 

Ah Son! Greetings, this letter is to thank you for my picture which arrived a few 
days ago. Great is the admiration of my tribe at the beauty of your work. Enough! I 
will now express my feelings towards you. 
“A voice from the skies makes music to the ear. It is that of a shining Breasted 
Cuckoo, The Harbinger of Spring. The trees of the Forest have bedecked themselves 
in their summer raiment. The sea is red with the blossoms of the Pohutukawa. The 
Clematis in the Forest Glade has burst into flower, creating vistas of beauty. The 
myriad graceful trees of the Woods augment the scene. They are like unto a bridal 
pair with their retinue, awaiting the guides who will lead them to the Perfect 
Happiness, which knows no end. 
Such are the feelings of my heart for you. Many are the wishes beautiful and good 
that I would wish you but words fail. The sum of the words of greeting, of love and 
of good fellowship as expressed in this phase: 'May Health and Prosperity attend 
you and all whom you love”. 
Takahi Atama Paparangi  

 

When the painting first went on public display at the Museum five great, great grandchildren, 
and their families, were present. These descendants of Atama, from the Nelson region, 
Christchurch and Wellington, were welcomed by members of Te Tai Ao Komiti representing 
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the Mana whenua Iwi of Whakatu Marae. Archdeacon Andy Joseph blessed the proceedings 
and the painting in its new home. The painting, oil on canvas in its original frame, was 
completed in 1918, one year after the death of Atama. The painting is expected to attract 
considerable local and national interest.  

 

MATIHETIHE MARAE – MITIMITI 

 
 
LEFT:  THE VIEW FROM ON TOP OF HIONE (THE WAHI TAPU): LOOKING 
DOWN AT MATIHETIHE MARAE. 
 

Matihetihe marae is a coastal marae 
about 10 kilometers north of the 
Hokianga harbour, and a similar distance 
south of the Whangape harbour.  It 
is nestled beside the sand dunes.  Beyond 
is the great Moana Tapokopoko-a-
Tawhaki (Tasman Sea). 

It is reached via West Coast Rd, Mitimiti 
and the land it sits on is Tao Maui Reserve 

1B2 and C2 (Parirau-a-Paparangi Trust). 

The area is a typical Wild West coast and in pristine condition.  It is surrounded by unspoiled or 
regenerating native bush and a marine environment that provides food to the local 
community. 

The name Matihetihe refers to the tumbleweed (Tihetihe) that grows abundantly in the sand 
dunes. 

The marae is within the bounds of the Hokianga, an area rich in history and the returning place 
of Kupe via his re-adzed waka called Ngatokimatawhaorua which was commanded by 
Nukutawhiti. 

Matihetihe is one of 23 marae that are part of Te Rarawa iwi (tribe). Its Hapu (sub tribe) Te Tao 
Maui and another Hapu of note is ‘Te Hokokeha’.  

The marae consists of a Whare nui Tumoana; a Whare kai, Nga Ringa Rau o Te Akau; the old 
Whare kai, and an ablutions block. Next to the marae complex is Hato Hemi the Catholic 
Church building also owned by the marae.  Above on the hill is the Wahi tapu (cemetery) 
called Hione (was this its original name?). 

Atama Paparangi, a Rangatira in the 1800s, embraced the catholic faith and demanded total 
allegiance from his whanau and everyone associated with Matihetihe marae. He placed a 
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wooden plaque in the Whare nui proclaiming his religious beliefs with “Kia Aroha ki te ariki – 
Kia Aroha hoki ki te whakaritenga” – advocating that people should love god and that which is 
set out by the church. This allegiance saw the Catholic Church agree that the church Hato 
Hemi could be erected. 

Atama also ordered the exhumation of the remains of all pre-Christian burials from the Wahi 
tapu upon Hione to be transferred to Pipiro (now named Waihopai). It is said that Waihopai 
(leave it for good) was named following the transfer. During his lifetime, no non-Catholics 
were allowed burial at Hione. This is not adhered to today. 

In 2009, Matihetihe took part in a Hapu planning exercise and many of the issues arise from a 
depleting population. In short, this affects the presence of Kaumatua or Kuia to perform more 
formal duties at the marae, workers to help with the upkeep and events at the marae, and 
people who can assist with environmental matters including the native bush, the dunes and 

the sea. 
39 

 

                                                
39 SOURCE:  ROBYN KAMIRA, 16 NOVEMBER 2009 REFERENCES: MATIHETIHE HAPU PLAN DRAFT, AUGUST 2009 (AUTHOR GEORGINA MARTIN) 
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LEFT: ARTHUR AND SARAH MOLD LEFT WITH THEIR CHILDREN AND 
ARTHUR’S MOTHER ELIZA ON RIGHT SITTING. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
SARAH’S AND ARTHUR’S FAMILY AT HER FUNERAL 
 
MIDDLE LEFT: 
LEFT TO RIGHT STANDING:  ARTHUR'S GRANDSON VERE AND HIS WIFE 
JOYCE, THEN GEOFF (ARTHUR'S SON) THEN AUNT EDITH (TED MOLD'S 
WIFE AND ARTHUR'S DAUGHTER-IN-LAW),THEN AUNT KATHLEEN 
(ARTHUR'S DAUGHTER),THEN  UNCLE REG  AND AUNTY RUTH  LEGGE 
(ARTHUR'S DAUGHTER AND SON-IN-LAW) AND THEIR DAUGHTER, GAY 
(ARTHUR'S GRANDDAUGHTER) 
 FRONT ROW: UNCLE KIM (ARTHUR'S SON), SHIRLEY (ARTHUR'S 
GRANDDAUGHTER) UNCLE TED (ARTHUR'S SON -DON'T KNOW WHO 
THE BABY IS, YET) AND THE YOUNG MAN ON THE END IS GAY'S 

HUSBAND, MR. NORRIE AND CHILD...MIGHT BE DOUG. 
40  

  

 

 
 
 
LEFT: ARTHUR MOLD TO THE RIGHT WITH HIS SISTERS AND MUM 
LEFT FRONT:  GRACIE WHITE (SITTING) GRAN ELIZA  
LEFT AT BACK:  JOSEPHINE GOODWIN, SUSAN BELL, ELIZABETH MILLAR AND 
ARTHUR MOLD: TAKEN AUGUST 15TH 1937: GRANDMOTHER ELIZA’S 90TH BIRTHDAY

                                                
40 ACCOUNT OF FAMILY FROM SHIRLEY MOLD 
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10 

SOUTH AFRICAN WAR 

 
TROOPER, ARTHUR MOLD 

 

Service number:  4087. 21st Company, Auckland section, 7th New Zealand Contingent 

Medical form… 

Has come from Raglan Mounted Rifles 

Form shows completely clean bill of health and Doctor thinks he looks like twenty. 

Attested form… 

Attested at Wellington 16th March 1901 at the age of 20 yrs. 6 months 

Corps and district from which drafted:   Raglan Mounted Rifles 

Rank:                                                   Private 6 months. 

Religion:                                             Church of England 

Next of kin:                                        Mrs. E Mold (Mother) of Te Mata Raglan 

                                   Auckland 

Witness present:                              W McDonald. 5th April 1901. 

Embarked:     Wellington 6/4/1901 S.S Gulf of Taranto Lt/Col Porter in command 

Certificate of discharge 1902… 

Reason for discharge:         Completion of service; 

Character:     Very good. 

Service abroad:    1 year 87 days. 

Age:                21 Years and 7 months 

Height:                                  5 feet 11.5 inches. 

Chest measurements:        26 and half inches. 

Complexion:                         Dark 
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Eyes:                                         Brown  

Hair:                                          Brown 

Occupation:                             Farmer. 

Intended place of residence:     Te Mata Raglan Auckland 

Medals and clasps/bars awarded… 

Queens South African medals 

The Orange Free State and Transvaal SA 01 SA 02 Clasps (campaigns involved) 

Notification of death… 

At Epsom: 1. 6. 1961.  

Next of Kin: Mrs. N M Mold. 76, Urbridge Road, Epsom, Auckland. 

The Officer in Charge of N.Z.E.F.  Records Victoria Street, Wellington  

Date: 21. 6. 1961. 

Signed:  AJR Fleet District Officer  

Deceased:     1. 6. 1961. 

Discharged:  1902  
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TE MATA SOLDIERS  
 
 
 

 
LEFT: VOLUNTEERS ABOUT 1900.  
BACK ROW: G KENDALL, W. GIBBISON, W. MCCRACKEN, W. 
VERNON.  
FRONT ROW. E. LANGLEY, CAM JOHNSTONE, GEO. SAUNDERS, 
E. PRETTY? BROWN 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
LEFT: B SQUADRON, 4TH MOUNTED RIFLES AT HOPUHOPU ABOUT 
1931. TE MATA NO 1 TROOP IS IN THE FOREGROUND. 
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HISTORY OF THE 7TH NZ CONTINGENT IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 

NEWS 

 

A war memorial commemorating the first serious loss of New Zealand lives in overseas conflict 
will be rededicated this month. 

More than a century after the bloody Boer War battle at Langverwacht in South Africa, the 
New Zealand war memorial there is to have a rededication ceremony. 

Next Sunday, senior officials from New Zealand and South Africa will pay tribute to the 23 New 
Zealanders who died at Langverwacht in February 1902. 

The Langverwacht Memorial is just over an hour's drive south of Johannesburg, marking where 
soldiers of the Mounted Rifles 7th Contingent died in one of the bloodiest battles of a bitter 
war. 

A further 40 men of the 80-strong contingent were injured, illustrating the ferocity of the 
fighting, much of which was hand-to-hand combat. 

From late 1900, the Boers had adopted new tactics of engagement by breaking up into small 
commando-style units. 

They abandoned heavy equipment, heightened their mobility, and by using guerrilla tactics 
they managed to remain in control of much of the former Boer republics. 

In response, British General Horatio Kitchener created numerous mobile columns, of which 
New Zealanders formed a formidable part, fighting in a number of successful skirmishes and 
regaining territory. 

On February 23, 1902, the New Zealand 7th Contingent was ‘dug in’ along the ridge of 
Langverwacht Hill. Using darkness for cover, it unleashed a stampede of cattle as a diversion. 

More than 700 Boers hurled themselves at the New Zealand positions, with the close-quarter 
fighting drawing heavy casualties to both sides. 

As well as the 23 New Zealand fatalities, 50 Boers were killed and several hundred taken 
prisoner. 

The South Island companies within the 7th Contingent suffered disproportionately with 10 of 
the dead from Canterbury and six from Otago and Southland. 

The New Zealanders were singled out for praise by General Kitchener, who remarked on their 
gallantry and resolution. 



~ 216 ~ 

 

In 1905, a memorial cairn on the Langverwacht ridge was constructed that listed the New 
Zealanders by name. 

Three oak saplings were planted to act as shade, and to symbolise the strength, constancy and 
long life of what was then the British Empire. 

Nearly a century later an oak tree fell, smashing the stone cairn. 

New Zealand Deputy High Commissioner Mike Walsh led efforts to ensure the memorial was 
restored, leading to the rededication ceremony. 

The ceremony of the unveiling of a memorial tablet will include the playing of the Last Post 
and Reveille. 

 

 

Photos for the Seventh Contingent… 
 
LEFT:  MEMBERS OF THE SEVENTH CONTINGENT, AND A LONE HORSE, 
PREPARE TO LEAVE SOUTH AFRICA. FROM THE TRAIN WINDOWS, 
SOLDIERS WAVE HATS AND SCARVES IN THE AIR. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

LEFT: MEMBERS OF NEW 
ZEALAND'S SEVENTH 
CONTINGENT POSE WITH THE 
CARCASSES OF CHICKENS AND 
SHEEP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

British tactics during the South African War included the burning of farmhouses and 
destruction of livestock so that they would not fall into the hands of Boer commandos… 
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UNKNOWN NEW ZEALAND “ROUGH RIDER” ON PATROL IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 

 

LEFT TO RIGHT: SERGEANT D. MCLAREN, CORPORAL J. CANE. TROOPER JOHN ISBISTER AND TROOPER HARDIE. 

 
THE BLOODY NIGHT AT BOTHASBERG 

 

Above:  four of the surviving members of the New Zealand 7th contingent that took part in the 
night action at “Langverwacht” on February 23rd 1902. The action was also known as 
“Bothasberg” and was an attempt by the Boer forces under De Wet to breakout of an 
encircling manoeuvre by British forces. Using the cloak of darkness the Boers used a screen of 
cattle to approach the driving line; they made a spearhead attack at a point held by the New 
Zealanders. 

  

SOME HISTORY OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAR 1899-1902 

 

The conflict is known by different names. It began on 11 October 1899 and ended on 31 May 
1902. Britain mustered 450,000 men against 90,000 Boer farmers. The main reason for the 
war was the tension between the British and the Boers. Ultimately, the Boers rebelled against 
the British rule and when gold was discovered in Transvaal (1886), Uitlanders (foreigners) were 
refused citizenship. The British wanted to dominate southern Africa. 
 
On 28 September 1899 the New Zealand Parliament offered Great Britain a contingent of 
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approximately 200 mounted riflemen to serve in South Africa. Riflemen from both New 
Zealand's regular force and volunteers were both trained at Karori in Wellington. 
 
The known number of New Zealand men who served was 6,495, in ten contingents. The first 
contingent of 215 men left Wellington on 21 October 1899. They were Mounted Rifles, left 
aboard the S.S. Waiwera and were the first New Zealanders to actually serve overseas. They 
were commanded by Major Alfred Robin. The second contingent left for South Africa in 
February 1900, with 258 men. The third and fourth contingents were known as ‘Rough 
Riders’. They were largely Christchurch and Dunedin residents, and both good horsemen and 
marksmen. The third left in mid May 1900, the fourth and fifth in April and May 1900, the sixth 
in March 1901, the seventh in May 1901 and the eighth in mid-March 1902. The ninth and 
tenth arrived after war had concluded. 
 
A further 1500 to 2,000 men served independent of the 10 New Zealand contingents. 

 

Note:  Many Maori enlisted to serve in the war. Some include: Walter Calloway, William Pitt, 
ARTHUR KENDALL (Arthur Molds brother in-law), Barney Vercoe and Paki Withers. 
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